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Students take to 
the stage with the 
Royal Shakespeare 
Company-page 10 



How to avoid stress 
this Christmas: 
festive features 
start on page 14 



Fortune may still 
smile on the Baggies, 
says Hawthorns hero 
- see page 40 




Library assistant Tracy Wheatley with a taste of 

creative festive fun to come at the Christmas 
table decoration craft session organised for Ham- 
stead Library 

Get creative for a 
crafty Christinas 

PEOPLE are invited to design their own 
decorations at a library event n Great Barr. 

Hamstead Library in Great Barr will host the cre¬ 
ative session for people to fashion their own wreaths 
and table-top features. Fresh holly, colourful ribbon, 
pine cones and miniature parcels will all be avail¬ 
able at the crafts event on Tuesday, December 21, 
starting at 3.30pm. 

People will be able to snack on mince pies washed 
down with free tea and coffee as they create their 
Christmas artwork at the library in the Tanhouse 
Community Centre on Hamstead Road. 

The event has been organised by library assisant 
Tracy Wheatley, who will bring her expertise as a 
former florist to fashion stylish decorations. 

Variety 

Her colleague, library supervisor Susan Harris 
said: “We love to involve people in community events 
and we want people to come along and have some 
festive fun. We will have a variety of events going on 
in the run-in to Christmas.” 

The event will be free and the library will provide 
materials for adults and children to take part. 

The library will also host a Christmas coffee 
morning on December 22 from 10am-12.30pm and a 
calendar-making children’s craft session on New 
Year’s Eve from 10am-11am. 

For more information call the library on 0121 569 
2548. 


Fares going up 

BUS fares in the West Midlands will rise by an 
inflation-busting 5.8 per cent from next month, it 
was announced this week. 

The price of a single National West Midlands fare 
will go up from £1.70 to £1.80 from January 2. 

The price of a Daysaver ticket will rise by nearly 
three per cent, from £3.50 to £3.60. 

Bosses said the new fares were as a result of rising 
business costs. 


BOROUGH IS 
FACING THE 
WORST CUTS 


SANDWELL is to be 
stripped of £35 million of 
Government grants over the 
next two years - making it 
the Black Country authority 
hardest hit by the cuts. 

The borough will have £23.7m 
slashed off its grants next year, a 
reduction of 6.7 per cent, leaving it 
with an overall budget of £353m. 

A further £11.7m will be slashed in 2012. 

Sandwell’s finance chief Councillor 
Steve Eling has branded the cuts as “dis¬ 
graceful”, and said that savings would 
mean job losses because trimming back 
office costs could not “fill the gap”. 

Secretary of State for Communities and 
I Local Govern¬ 
ment Eric Pickles 
announced 
drastic cuts to 
councils and 
police across the 
country on 

Tuesday, with 
those in the 
Black Country 
and Stafford¬ 
shire seeing 
reductions of 
more than £188 
I million over the 
Council finance boss next two years. 

Steve Eling More than £90m 
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will be cut next year followed by a further 
£53m reduction in 2012. 

Cllr Eling, Sandwell’s cabinet member 
for strategic resources, said: “It doesn’t 
come as any surprise - it is very annoying 
and its disgraceful. 

“Sandwell has the highest level of depri¬ 
vation and has taken by far the greatest 
cut. 

“All the stuff the Government said that 
the areas with highest deprivation 
wouldn’t be hit is rubbish.” 

Sandwell Council’s finance chiefs 
accused the Government of imposingcuts 
which will bring about the loss of 700 
public sector jobs. 

The authority’s annual budget will fall 
from £353m to £313m, which includes a 
£35m cut in Government grants over the 
next two years. Meanwhile, councils are 
being asked to freeze council tax at this 
year’s levels. 

Labour’s Cllr Eling, said the borough 
now faced some very difficult choices. 

He said savings made in management 
costs and other areas, such as reducing 
energy costs, would be made but would not 
be enough to plug the gap. 

He added: “It will make a fair sized dent 
but we are not going to be able to find all 
this money to fill that gap, something is 
going to give. 

“It’s going to be a tough time and in an 
industry where 80 per cent of the expendi¬ 
ture is on staffing costs it is going to equal 
job loses.” 


The authority was still looking at 
making 700 job cuts in the next year and 
would be looking at achieving many of 
those through voluntary redundancies. 

Councillor Ray Nock, leader of the Con¬ 
servative opposition group in Sandwell, 
said: “We’ve got to think smart to protect 
frontline services. We can’t just make 
redundancies willy nilly. 

“We should have an across the board vol¬ 
untary redundancy programme instead of 
cutting jobs from each department as we 
hear news on funding. 

Reeling 

“If we put out a voluntary redundancy 
programme we may be able to meet and 
exceed the levels we need to reach.” 

Sandwell Council has already been left 
reeling after its £170m scheme to remodel 
and rebuild secondary schools was 
scrapped by the Government. 

But the council has managed to press 
ahead with a £75m office complex in West 
Bromwich, the first in the town in decades. 

The scheme will create 450 private 
sector jobs with telecommunciations giant 
BT (see below), which will also take on 500 
council workers as part of an outsourcing 
deal for the authority’s call centre. 

The All Saints Development, at the junc¬ 
tion of the A41 Expressway and Cronehills 
Linkway, is believed to be one of the largest 
regeneration projects ever in the Midlands. 

The council has also outsourced bin serv¬ 
ices to private firm Serco under a £650m 
waste contract and 150 jobs in children’s 
services face the axe. 


Call centre brings 450 jobs 


BT has confirmed it is opening a 
new call centre in West Bromwich 
with the creation of 450 jobs. 

It will be based at the new £75 million All 
Saints office complex and is set to open in 
autumn 2011. Council chiefs have wel¬ 
comed the news. 

Sandwell councillors and BT representa¬ 
tives were meeting to discuss the plans on 
Monday. 

Councillor Darren Cooper, leader of 
Sandwell Council, said: “We welcome BT’s 
decision to open their new call centre here 
in Sandwell, as it will form an important 
part of the ongoing £200m regeneration of 
the area. 


“As well as being a major boost for the 
local community we also hope it will act as 
a catalyst for driving further investment.” 

Neil Rogers, President of BT Global 
Services for government and health, said: 
“This new call centre will be an exciting 
development and is part of BT’s continuing 
support for the economic regeneration of 
Sandwell. 

Working 

“In the coming months, we will be 
working with the local authority and other 
organisations running re-skilling pro¬ 
grammes here, to ensure as many of the 
new posts as possible are filled by Sandwell 
people.” 


The call centre will provide both service 
support and sales support for a number of 
key BT customers. 

In addition to the 450 call centre jobs for 
BT staff, 500 existing council workers will 
be transferred to the site as part of a con¬ 
tract with the council, BT and specialist 
firm Liberata. Under the terms of a 15- 
year agreement, BT and Liberata will 
become the authority’s private sector part¬ 
ners, delivering corporate and support 
services including human resources and 
customer services. 

The All Saints Development is at the 
junction of the A41 Expressway and Crone¬ 
hills Linkway. 


Teenager in 
firearm case 
is locked up 

A TEENAGER was locked up for four years 
on Monday after being caught carrying a bala¬ 
clava and gloves in a stolen car which also con¬ 
tained a sawn-off shotgun. 

Conor Cox was just 17 when he was arrested at 
gunpoint in West Bromwich by officers who had been 
tracking the driver, Craig Hickinbottom. 

The red Vauxhall Corsa, stolen hours earlier by 
burglars in Stourbridge, was rammed off the road by 
police who had been tracking Hickinbottom after he 
fled a bail hostel in Aldridge just days before. 

Hickinbottom’s passenger Dean Isitt escaped from 
the crash with a bag containing the shotgun and 
three live cartridges before threatening to shoot a 
member of the public. 

All three were found guilty at a trial of possession 
of the firearm and stolen car and its plates. The 
drama happened at a roundabout in Bromford Lane 
on March 2. 

Judge Martin Walsh told 18-year-old Cox: “You 
were involved in a joint enterprise and the weapon 
was to be used to cause members of the public fear of 
violence.” 

But he told Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court 
that Cox, of Lyde Green, 
Halesowen, had been 
acting “significantly” 
under the influence of 
Isitt, 31, and 29-year-old 
Hickinbottom. 

Hickinbottom, of no 
fixed address, was last 
week jailed indefinitely 
and ordered to serve four- 
and-a-half years, while 
Isitt, of Waterfall Lane, 
Rowley Regis, was given 
nine years (see page 5 for 
details). 



Conor Cox 


Parents can still 
be snap happy 

FAMILY and friends can carry on snapping 
away at school concerts and plays this Christ¬ 
mas, says Warley MP John Spellar. 

He explained that a ruling from the Information 
Commissioner helped to clear up the myth that 
taking photos of children at such festive events is for¬ 
bidden by the Data Protection Act. 

“Having a child perform at a school play for a 
festive concert is a very proud moment for parents 
and understandably a memory that many want to 
capture on camera,” said Information Commissioner 
Christopher Graham. 

Common sense 

“A common sense approach is needed. Clearly, 
photographs simply taken for a family album are 
exempt from data protection laws. 

“Armed with out guidance, parents should feel 
free to snap away this Christmas and stand ready to 
challenge any schools or councils that say ‘bah 
humbug’ to a bit of festive fun.” 

Mr Spellar added:“This news is welcome and 
timely and will make Christmas events more family 
friendly. 

“It’s a welcome return of common sense.” 
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No takers 
for Astle 
House 

THE historic former HQ of a 
famous printing and publish¬ 
ing firm in West Bromwich has 
failed to sell for the third time. 

Bids fell more than£100,000 
short of the minimum asking 
price for the Grade II-listed 
Astle House. 

The property was included 
in an auction at Villa Park last 
week. It had a guide price of 
£500,000 but bids did not even 
reach £400,000. 
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Death doctor can work on 


A BLACK Country GP whose father was 
killed by a foreign out-of-hours doctor has 
failed to get him struck off in Germany. 

Dr Stuart Gray’s father, David, aged 
70,was killed by a diamorphine overdose 
given by Dr Daniel Ubani, a doctor from 
Germany on his first shift as a locum in 
the UK. 

Dr Gray, of Church View surgery, Hale¬ 
sowen Road, Cradley Heath, and his 
brother, Rory, who lives in Germany, 
fought to have Ubani struck off the 


medical register in Germany, after he was 
struck off in the UK in June. 

Unlawful 

A British coroner recorded a verdict of 
unlawful killing on the grandfather-of- 
four, of Cambridgeshire, and accused 
Ubani of gross negligence. But the 
German equivalent of the General 
Medical Council let him keep working. Dr 
Gray, 50 of Blakedown near Kiddermin¬ 
ster, said it was a bizarre decision. 


Police step up patrols 


POLICE have stepped up patrols in 
Sandwell as part of a borough-wide 
crackdown on crime in the run-up to 
Christmas. 

Throughout December officers are 
trying to nip in the bud any rise in 
vehicle crime and theft by patrolling 
town centress and retail parks. 

Chief Inspector Paul Betts said: 
“The run-up to Christmas and New 
Year is the busiest period for retailers 


in Sandwell. Traditionally we have 
seen a rise in vehicle crime and theft 
during this time, and analysis shows 
the retail areas tend to get hit the 
hardest. We will be increasing police 
patrols around the retail areas to 
provide reassurance to shoppers and 
businesses.” 

Mobile police stations have been 
set up outside Asda in Cape Hill, and 
Great Bridge Asda. 


Total of 14 set to lose their jobs as management ‘streamlined’ by council 


Managers face axe in 
care service shake-up 
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RESTRUCTURING a Sandwell 
Council-run support service for 
elderly people could see 14 
workers made redundant. 

Changes in 2011 will see the 
council’s Home Care Service cut with 
at least 13 managers going from a 
team of 31. 

One post will also be shed in the busi¬ 
ness support section of the service as the 
council works towards helping provide 
care for people in their own homes. 

Councillor Linda Horton, head of adult 
services, said changes were in line with 
latest Government guidelines and the 
service was more modern. 

She said: “People have their own 
budgets now and can choose their own 
services. It is a case of co-ordinating the 
services we have at the moment. 

“Of course it is unfortunate people have 
lost their jobs as a result but at this stage 
we have got to look at the way we can, as 
a council, best spend the cash that we 
have.” 

The service was previously split into 
three divisions including Fast Response, 
Short Term Assessment and Reablement 
and Older People Mental Health services. 


But the authority has decided a single 
service would be more efficient, calling it 
the Living Independently Team. Manage¬ 
ment would be streamlined and operate 
from one base. 

Redundant 

The council says changes should 
improve front line services so that more 
people live independently, with reduced or 
no ongoing care and support needs. 

Cllr Horton added: “We have to make 
sure that we offer the best front line serv¬ 
ices. That we have had to make people 
redundant is a sign of the times, unfortu¬ 
nately.” 

The posts at risk of being axed in the old 
Home Support Service include co-ordina- 
tor, assistant co-ordinator, senior support 
assistant and a business support officer. 

A report to a meeting of the council’s 
decision-making cabinet last week 
revealed proposals were discussed with 
affected employees and trade unions. 

Voluntary redundancy and early retire¬ 
ment is to be offered to those staff warned 
of impending redundancies under the 
restructure. 

The new system is to be introduced from 
April 1 next year. 


Tank shot found on derelict site 


A WARTIME munitions dump 
is believed to have been uncov¬ 
ered on a derelict industrial site 
in Tipton. 

Bomb disposal experts and police were 
scrambled to the GA Transport site at the 
Eagle Industrial Estate in Bagnall Street 
after contractors discovered 60 pieces of 
shot in rubble. It was not explosive. 

The shot would have been fired from 
tanks, and is believed to date back to the 
Second World War. 

Police said the shot was discovered by 
workers at the site, set to be redeveloped 
as a rubbish treatment plant. 

David Lavender, spokesman for West 
Midlands Police, said: “Police were called 
to an industrial estate in Bagnall Street 
at 9.10am on Wednesday (December 8). 


“This may have been a munitions site 
from the war.” 

A cordon was set up at 9.40am, and the 
Army was notified. An Explosive Ordi¬ 
nance Disposal team from Tewkesbury 
attended. 

Nearby residents were told there was 
no risk to safety. 

Stan Lowe, based on the industrial 
estate as owner of Stan’s Yer Man Vans for 
the past 11 years, said: “It was a military 
site years ago from what I gather. 

Bomb 

“I think they called the bomb squad as 
a precaution but they must have been 
expecting to find some military stuff. 

“So much from the war is buried all over 
the Black Country, it could even be in my 
back garden.” 


Developers mean business and want it local 

WORK is under way on a Sandwell Council has year thanks to a commit- 
£2.5 million development in joined forces with Pure ment by site contractor 
Oldbury that aims to offer Offices which will fund and Barnwood Construction, 
affordable short term office deliver the project. Pure which saysthat work 
space for local businesses. Offices specialise in provid- involved with the construe - 
A business centre is ing ‘easy in-easy out’ office tion of the site, including 
being built on the corner of space for start-up busi- subcontract opportunities, 
McKean Road and Brom- nesses. materials, and other serv- 

ford Road that will provide The scheme will also ices will be advertised on 
68 small office units for new support local businesses the council’s ‘Finditin- 
and existing businesses. before it is completed next sandwell’ website. 



The Genie Harmesh Kalair, aged 16 and Aladdin Gemma Lockley, 17, with 
back, left to right, Abanazar Aimee Hall, 17, and Yasmin Keleigh Stone, 17 


YOUNG actors at a secondary 
school in Great Barr have taken 
to the stage to entertain 150 
primary children with their 
Christmas pantomime, Aladdin. 

Sixth form students from Q3 
Academy, in Wilderness Lane, added 
a magic sparkle to the Christmas 
build-up for pupilsat St Margaret’s 
and Grove Vale schools, in Great 
Barr. 

First 

The new school building, replacing 
Dartmouth High School in August 
2008, opened in April this year and 
facilities include a 300-seat theatre. 


The show was the first production 
in the new theatre and the cast spent 
weeks preparing their lines and prac¬ 
tising pantomime gags to give the vis¬ 
itors a light-hearted treat. 

Year 12 pupil Laura Binsley, who 
played the role of Princess Jasmin’s 
sister in the show, said: “I couldn’t 
wait to perform this magical pan¬ 
tomime. We had fantastic bright cos¬ 
tumes and even a bubbly machine, so 
I think they really enjoyed it.” 

School professional performing 
arts head, Leanne Karim, added: 
“The pupils have been really working 
hard on this. It was their first per¬ 
formance in our new theatre and they 
really liked it.” 


Metal thieves 
say they were 
told to help 
themselves 

METAL thieves caught with 
copper piping in their hands 
claim they were told they “could 
help themselves”. 

Warley Magistrates Court heard 
Jamie Malpass and Andrew Buckler 
went on the Bonner Regis site in 
High Street, Princes End, because 
two men, claiming they were clearing 
the site, told them to take what they 
wanted. They thought they could 
make quick cash selling scrap. 

Malpass, of Ivanhoe Street, 
Dudley, and Buckler, of Wednesfield 
Road, Willenhall, did not know an 
alarm had already triggered. 

Both admitted burglary with 
intent to steal on November 16. 

Miss Maxine Jarrousse, prosecut¬ 
ing, said police arrived minutes after 
Malpass and Buckler entered via an 
insecure back door. Two other men 
left with an unknown quantity of 
piping and allegedly set off the 
alarms. Officers found Malpass and 
Buckley with piping in their hands. 

Mr Chris Stapleton, for Malpass 
who was unemployed, said: “He was 
living with his partner and their two 
children in severe financial difficul¬ 
ties. He was walking along and saw 
the chance to make some quick cash 
and make things better. 

Apologetic 

“They didn’t break in, they weren’t 
found with tools, nothing was 
removed. He is very apologetic and 
pleaded guilty at the first opportu¬ 
nity.” 

The court heard Malpass broke a 
community order and still needed to 
complete 140 hours unpaid work and 
pay £1,319 in costs, fines and com¬ 
pensation. 

Mr John Walker, for Buckler, said 
he had stayed out of court for more 
than 10 years. Buckler was given a 
12-month community order with 80 
hours of unpaid work. He was 
ordered to pay £85 prosecution costs. 

Magistrates adjourned the 
Maplass’ case for a pre-sentence 
report on December 30 after he was 
warned he may face a custodial sen¬ 
tence. 

Email bank scam 
money is found 
in man’s account 

A FRENCHMAN involved in a scam 
that resulted in £900 being with¬ 
drawn from the victim’s bank account 
has been ordered to carry out 150 
hours’ community service. 

Fidel Tagne, aged 30, of Hales Lane, 
Smethwick, had denied theft but 
admitted a charge of dishonestly 
retaining unlawful credit. 

Mr Mark Phillips, prosecuting, said 
the victim received an e-mail claiming 
to be from his bank asking him for his 
account details. “Unwisely, he replied 
to the e-mail supplying his details,” he 
told Wolverhampton Crown Court, 
sitting at The Waterfront in Brierley 
Hill last week. “On November 26 last 
year, £900 was transferred from his 
account to the defendant’s account.” 

Mr Jasvir Mann, defending Tagne, 
said: “He was experiencing financial 
difficulties. He is genuinely sorry.” 

Judge Hilary Watson did not make 
an order for compensation. But Tagne 
was handed a 12-month community 
order and 12 months’ supervision. 
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£20m overhaul plan 


sandwellchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 


AMBITIOUS £20 million 
plans to redevelop a run down 
area of West Bromwich town 
centre have been submitted to 
Sandwell Council. 

These are the first images of 
the homes, offices and shops 
planned for a 5.2 acre site. 

It is on the corner of Bull Street and 
High Street, West Bromwich. I 
f the council passes plans at a new 
year meeting, work could start in 
weeks. 

West Bromwich-based Accord 
Housing Association plan to build 69 
homes, an office block and shops. It is 
planned as part of the Eastern 
Gateway project, which has been dis¬ 
cussed since 2007. 

Urban Living, a Government- 
funded housing provider, has already 
spent £10.5m on buying and demol¬ 
ishing properties and site investiga¬ 
tions in preparation. 

Land at the former Aldi site in High 


The new homes will be close to a 
number of new developments includ¬ 
ing the controversial £72m arts 
centre The Public and the ongoing 
£200m Tesco development, set to open 
in 2012. 

Sandwell Council’s cabinet 
member for jobs and economy Coun¬ 
cillor Ian Jones said: “This will be a 
real boost for West Bromwich town 
centre. 

“The proposed regeneration of this 
area links into other major projects 
such as Tesco, Sandwell College, the 
police station and new offices at All 
Saints.” 

Critical 

The development is set to be carried 
out on two phases, with further 
homes planned for the area in future. 

Adnan Saif, Urban Living’s chief 
executive, added: “The regeneration 
of this area is critical to the transfor¬ 
mation of West Bromwich town 
centre, which will now see good 
quality town centre living as a major 


Street was cleared in October 2007 housing choice option for residents 
and numbers 30-34 Overend Street and potential residents. 


were knocked down in January last 
year in preparation for the develop¬ 
ment. 


“This is the culmination of a 
number of years of partnership 
working.” 

The applica¬ 
tion can be 
viewed online at 
www.sandwell.go 
v.uk or at Devel¬ 
opment House, 
Lombard Street, 
West Bromwich. 

The council has 
assured residents 
and traders that 
they will be 
closely consulted 
about the plans to 
transform the 


A view of the West Bromwich town centre development town centre. 
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Branch of 
KFC fined 
after staff 
member 
slips on ice 

A BRANCH of Kentucky Fried 
Chicken in Oldbury has been 
fined £2,000 and ordered to pay 
more than £10,000 in costs after 
an employee slipped on an icy 
stairwell and fractured her hip. 

The accident happened at the KFC 
outlet in Hagley Road West on 
January 5 last year. Warley Magis¬ 
trates Court heard that Susan O’Rior- 
dan, a store manager at KFC’s Fenton 
outlet in Stoke-on-Trent, had visited 
the Oldbury store to give training to 
other employees. 

Mr Mark Jackson, prosecuting for 
Sandwell Council, said two flights of 
stairs had to be used in order to get to 
the training room on the first floor and 
no attempt had been made to grit 
them, despite icy conditions. 

He said no handrail was fitted to 
the staircase and there was no policy 
in place at that time instructing staff 
on what safety precautions to take in 
such weather. 

Mr Jackson said: “Having con¬ 
ducted training she left at 4pm. The 
stairs were still covered with snow. 
She noticed the floor felt slippery 
under foot. She slipped sideways 
falling onto her left hip and sustained 
the injury.” 

The hearing was told that a staff 
member gritted the steps following 
the accident and arrangements were 
made to have a handrail fitted. 

KFC admitted breaching health 
and safety regulations. 

Mr David Whiting, mitigating, said 
immediate action had been taken to 
grit the stairs after the accident and a 
policy was later put in place. He also 
said safety shoes had been provided 
on the day and employees had been 
trained in risk assessment. 

Neglected 

District Judge Graham Wilkinson 
fined the fast food firm £2,000 and 
told them to pay £10,293 in costs as 
well as a £15 victim surcharge. 

He said: “It was a blind spot in the 
company’s policy. It was something 
the company had neglected rather 
than an intent to place someone in 
harm’s way. 

“The country generally has a blind 
spot. Every time there is snow and ice 
the country grinds to a halt. 

“KFC has moved to rectify the blind 
spot and that is to their credit. It is 
clear the defendant company takes its 
responsibilities incredibly seriously.” 


Council stepping in to 
buy former care home 

THE future of a derelict Tipton care home that has 
stood empty for more than six years will not be 
decided until February at the earlier. 

Mary Chambers House has become a magnet for 
vandals. 

Sandwell Council wishes to take over plans to 
transform the three-storey care home in High 
Street, Princes End, after a previous development 
stalled at the site. 

The council has now stepped in to take over the 
development and has given notice of a compulsory 
purchase order to buy the care home. 

A public inquiry will take place on February 22 at 
the council’s offices in Lombard Street, in West 
Bromwich. 


Rethink on one-way traffic 
proposal at Bertram Road 


A PROPOSED one-way 
system will be reconsidered 
after a petition of more than 
400 signatures. 

Sandwell Council planned 
one-way traffic along Bertram 
Road, West Bromwich, as part 
of its multi-million A457 red 
route and bus 87 route 
improvement scheme. 

Under plans the one-way 
system would be between the 
junctions with Devonshire 
Road and St Paul’s Road, with 
cars only allowed to drive 


south, towards Devonshire 
Road. 

Residents fear changes 
would lead to speeding traffic 
and make surrounding roads 
busier. 

Councillor Derek Rowley, 
Sandwell safer neighbour¬ 
hoods boss, said he would con¬ 
sider the plans again after a 
site visit. 

He said: “I see no reason to 
spend the council’s money on 
something not needed.” 


At Hamstead Home Brewing Centre in Great Barr is partner Chris Hogg 
with the firm’s mulled wine 

GREAT Barr’s Hamstead Brewing The family-run business has 
Centre is preparing for a bumper exported crates of wine to Iceland and 
festive season, with 3,000 bottles of is now supplying its famed festive 
its homemade mulled wine lining the beverage to a chain of health food 
shelves ready for the Christmas rush, shops in London. 

The home brew shop in Newton Qnn 

Road and its manufacturing arm OOll 

Beacon Valley Winery is currently Robert and Barbara Hogg started 
preparing for its busiest time of year, Hamstead Brewing Centre 27 years 
and has been making wine since ago, with son Chris joining as the 
August to cope with demand. third member of the team. 


First look at town’s 


Family’s heartache over murder victim 




Lee Douglas 


THE mother of murder 
victim Lee Douglas has spoke 
of the family’s anguish at his 
killing. 

The 31-year-old, from Tipton, 
was shot in the throat and back 
after a disturbance at a house in 
Bilston. 

Four men have been charged 
with the murder of Mr Douglas 


and remanded in custody. 

Police said they recovered a 
gun believed to have been used in 
the killing, which happened at a 
house on the corner of Arthur 
Road and Wellington Road at 
around 12.30am on November 
11 . 

Mr Douglas’ mother Jayne 
said: “The family are still in 
shock and a massive part of our 


lives and hearts has been taken 
away. Lee is missed by all family 
and friends. 

Forensic 

“We are hoping that justice 
will be done and we are grateful 
for the help and support received 
from West Midlands Police at 
this time.” 

A mobile police incident 


support unit was set up after the 
killing, with forensic work con¬ 
tinuing for several days. More 
than 60 officers were assigned to 
the case. 

The four men who have been 
charged, who are all from Leices¬ 
ter, are due to appear before 
Wolverhampton Crown Court for 
a plea and case management 
hearing on February 11. 


thachronicte 


Death in 
canal was 
accident 

A RETIRED carpenter who was 
found dead in a canal in Great 
Barr died as a result of an acci¬ 
dent, an inquest has ruled. 

The body of Alan Edwards, aged 72, 
from Heather Road, was discovered 
in the water beneath High Bridges on 
July 30. 

An inquest at Smethwick Coroner’s 
Office heard he had been suffering 
from severe heart disease and that 
complications caused by heart prob¬ 
lems may have caused him to fall into 
the canal from the bridge. 

Deputy coroner Clive Loyns 
recorded a verdict of accidental death. 

Dr Suhail Muzaffar, consultant 
histopathologist at City Hospital, 
Birmingham, said he had found two 
partially blocked ventricles in Mr 
Edwards’ heart, which was also sig¬ 
nificantly enlarged, as well as ulcera¬ 
tions and ruptures on his aorta. 

Shock 

He also believed that at the time of 
death Mr Edwards had been suffering 
from hypovolemic shock, caused by a 
haematoma as a result of his heart 
trouble. 

This would have left him feeling 
extremely confused, he said, adding 
that the rib fracture injuries were 
consistent with a fall from a height. 

Pc Matthew Brotherton said there 
were no obvious signs of a struggle. 

Mr Edwards’ brother John said he 
had become depressed after losing his 
mother and sister five years ago but it 
was not in his brother’s character to 
commit suicide. 


Three jailed for 
‘menial’ roles at 
cannabis factory 

THREE men, including one from 
WestBromwich, are behind bars for 
their role in the running of a cannabis 
factory in Wolverhampton. 

More than 1,100 plants were being 
grown over three floors in an empty 
building in St John’s Cloisters, oppo¬ 
site Wolverhampton’s landmark St 
John’s-in-the-Square Church. The 
plants were discovered during a 
police raid and Jaswinder Singh, 
Gurpreet Singh and Rajbinder Rattu, 
from West Bromwich, were arrested 
at the scene. 

They were jailed by Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court last week after 
admitting being concerned in the pro¬ 
duction of a class B drug. 

Judge Hilary Watson said sen¬ 
tences reflected their “menial” role in 
the factory. 

“Mr Stefan Kolodynski, prosecut¬ 
ing, said police were called to the 
scene at 11pm on October 15 by 
members of the public who had seen 
people acting suspiciously. Officers 
found 1,100 mature cannabis plants, 
estimated to be worth £203,000. 

Mr Kolodynski told the court, 
sitting at the Waterfront in Brierley 
Hill: “It is clear there are others 
involved further up the ladder.” 

Jaswinder Singh, aged 31, of 
Hawthorne Road, Blakenhall and 
Gurpreet Singh, 30, of Lower Lich¬ 
field Street, Willenhall, were sen¬ 
tenced to 20 months behind bars and 
Rattu, 26, of Hampshire Road, West 
Bromwich, was given 23 months. 
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Scouts 
in need 
of help 

WORRIED scouts in 
West Bromwich are 
appealing for public 
help to save a commu¬ 
nity centre that has 
been their home for 
more than four years. 

Members of Fiennes 
Explorer Scouts, based in 
Westbourne Road, are 
aiming to raise £1,500 to 
save the roof of their 
ageing HQ. 

The roof, which is more 
than 30 years old, has 
become so unsafe that 
the weekly meetings 
have had to be moved to 
alternative venues. 

The scouts have 
worked out a repair 
schedule and have 
enlisted 10 volunteers to 
help install support 
pillars. But the cost of 
carrying out the repairs 
will leave the troop’s 
annual budget in disar¬ 
ray, meaning some scouts 
will have to miss out on 
camping, hiking and sur¬ 
vival skills courses. 

Scout leader David 
Waldron said: “We organ¬ 
ise our trips well in 
advance and we often 
subsidise kids on lower 
incomes but it is going to 
be very hard to find that 
money because of the 
repairs. Just the paint 
for the roof will cost £300. 

Bag pack 

“We are doing an 
annual bag pack at 
Sainsbury’s in Oldbury 
on December 18 from 
10am-4pm. The money 
usually pays for the 
insurance for the mini¬ 
bus but it will all have to 
go on the roof this year.” 

Mr Waldron, aged 38, 
added: “The children 
have put so much work 
into the base. If we lost it 
we would probably have 
to finish so we really need 
to get it back up and 
running.” 

To get involved call Mr 
Waldron on 0783 
3087539. 

Man on baby 
death charge 

A SMETHWICK man 
charged with causing the 
death of a two-month-old 
baby by careless driving 
was due to appear before 
magistrates in Warley 
yesterday (Wednesday) 
for the case to be commit¬ 
ted to crown court. 

Kabir Khan, 31, of 
Grange Road, is also 
charged with failing to 
stop and report a colli¬ 
sion and driving without 
insurance. 

He was has been 
remanded in custody 
until he appears at 
Warley Magistrates’ 
Court. 

Baby Mohammed Isa 
died in a crash on Satur¬ 
day, November 27. 


Mother pretended to have cancer to con friend 


A MOTHER who pretended she had ter¬ 
minal cancer in order to con her neigh¬ 
bour of 20 years out of £1,000 has avoided 
a jail term. 

Amanda Browning lied to 62-year-old 
Janice Knott, whose own mother died of 
cancer, to persuade her to hand over cash 
which Browning used to pay rent on her 
Oldbury home. 

Browning was given a six-week prison sentence, 
suspended for 12 months. She was ordered to pay 
the £1,000 back to Mrs Knott in compensation and 
pay the prosecution costs of £85. 

She was given 80 hours unpaid work and placed 


on supervision for 12 months. The bench made a col¬ 
lection order for Browning’s payments. 

Warley Magistrates Court heard Mrs Knott 
became suspicious when she saw Browning’s health 
was not deteriorating. 

Miss Maxine Jarrousse, prosecuting, said single 
mother Browning had become friends with Mrs 
Knott, attending the same community events and 
their children had gone to the same school. 

On January 17, the defendant was at Mrs Knott’s 
home and said she was suffering with liver and 
kidney cancer and had six to 12 months to live. 

She said she needed £ 1,000 to pay off the purchase 
of her house in Ashes Road, Oldbury. Two days later 
Browning, aged 47, went with Mrs Knott to the 
building society so she could withdraw the sum. 


The pair were in regular contact until April but 
the victim began to get suspicious when stock con¬ 
troller Browning failed to return her calls. 

Miss Jarrousse added: “Mrs Knott said she 
appeared well, continued to drive her car and had a 
new tattoo done.” 

Debt 

Mrs Knott, whose two parents had died in 2008, 
including her mother of cancer, called the police 
after finding out the house Browning lived in was 
rented and not privately owned. 

Browning admitted one count of fraud by false 
representation at an earlier hearing. The court also 
heard Browning was more than £8,000 in debt. 




Man fell off platform 
into path of train 


Eric Marsh, aged 42 


Religious art 

A MOSAIC image of 
the Madonna and Child 
given to St Mary’s 
College Oscott by the 
Pope forms part of this 
year’s Birmingham 
Nativity Trail at the city 
museum and gallery. 

The trail, the tradi¬ 
tional story of Christmas 
as depicted by artists 
over 500 years, was 
launched earlier this 
month with 12,017 
people visiting the exhi¬ 
bition since it opened. 

Most Reverend 

Bernard Longley, Arch¬ 
bishop of Birmingham 
who opened the exhibi¬ 
tion, said: “As my second 
Christmas in Birming¬ 
ham approaches I am 
delighted that the Birm¬ 
ingham Museum and Art 
Gallery have once again 
devised a Nativity Trail.” 

Also on show at the 
gallery is a display of 
photographs document¬ 
ing the visit of Pope 
Benedict XVI to Birming¬ 
ham on September 19. 
The Nativity Trail is 
open to the public until 
January 6. 


A BUSINESSMAN struck by a train at 
Langley Green railway station died as a 
result of a tragic accident. 

Eric Marsh, aged 42, died after he stumbled 
on a platform, falling into the path of a passing 
train at Langley Green Station shortly after 
3pm on July 8. 

His partner Shanti Bromfield paid tribute to the 
father and grandfather, whom she described “as the 
perfect gentleman” at his inquest held at Smethwick 
Council House last week. 

Giving evidence she said Mr Marsh, also a sales 
consultant, had run a shoe shop in Piccadilly Arcade, 
Birmingham, after previously owning Dibbles Shoes 
in London. 

“He was a perfect gentleman, of the old school. He 
was chivalrous and would open car doors for people. 
He was the perfect father and grandfather, and was 
extremely hard working. 

Humble 

“He ran his own business for well over a decade. 
He did a lot of international business and spent time 
in Italy and London. He led a full life was a very con¬ 
scientious and humble person, very family-orien¬ 
tated. He was an Arsenal fan because he came from 
Highbury,” Mrs Bromfield said. 

She told the hearing that due to the recession and 
a hike in prices a decision was taken to close the 
Birmingham shop but she said their debts were 
manageable. 

Closed circuit television cameras showed Mr 
Marsh, of Tipton Road, Smethwick, had been sitting 
on a bench on the Birmingham-bound platform 
moments before the tragedy and stood up as the 
train approached. 

British Transport Police coroner’s liaison officer 
Malcolm Dobson told the hearing several witnesses, 
saw Mr Marsh stumble before he fell. 

Black Country Coroner Mr Robin Balmain said 
there was no alcohol or drugs in his system. 

He recorded a verdict that Mr Marsh died as a 
result of an accident. 


Last of old blocks go to pave 
the way for estate revamp 


DEMOLITION crews have been 
completing work at the final two- 
storey block of flats as part of a 
revamp of the Durham Estate. 

The site of Rushall Court in West 
Road will be top-soiled after demoli¬ 
tion and is the last in a series of blocks 
to be cleared and knocked down to 
pave the way for developers. 

Councillor Joyce Underhill, of 
Newton ward, said: “It has been slow 
progress because we have had to wait 
to get funds for the whole demolition. 
We now look forward to finding a new 


developer for the site that’s been left.” 

Sandwell Council proposed that the 
flats be demolished as they were 
uneconomical to remodel or alter. 

Colliery 

The demolition is part of an ambi¬ 
tious plan to improve the estate, which 
was named after the home of miners 
relocated from the north-east in the 
1960s to work at a Hamstead colliery. 

Councillor Underhill added: “We 
hope to find a developer who can give 
us a mix of houses, creating an attrac¬ 
tive place to live.” 


Neil Anderson, business manager at The Public, John Briggs, catering 
manager at PinkTank and marathon runner Dave Heeley 


MARATHON 
runner ‘Blind Dave’ 
Heeley has officially 
opened a new cafe at 
West Bromwich arts 
centre The Public. 

PinkTank Cafe Bar is 
located on the ground 
floor of the town centre 
landmark 

It has opened follow¬ 
ing the departure of 
Couture Catering, which 
used to run food and hos¬ 
pitality at the £72 
million building. 

After just two years 


the company decided to 
“refocus its activities” in 
Manchester and London. 

The new-look cafe at 
the New Street centre 
has now been rebranded 
and has a new menu 
which offers freshly pre¬ 
pared hot and cold 
snacks, paninis, break¬ 
fasts and refreshments. 

Excited 

Linda Saunders, man¬ 
aging director of The 
Public, said: “We are 
extremely excited to be 
opening the new look 


Join Q for Hippodrome tickets 

TICKETS for Birmingham Hippodrome’s new 
season have gone on sale. 

The season features adults’ only puppet musical 
Avenue Q, on its first UK tour after a West End run; 
the return of ballet superstar Carlos Acosta; and 
dance musical Top Hat, based on the classic Fred 
Astaire film. Yes, Prime Minister will be another 
highlight as will Guangdong Acrobatic Troupe of 
China, in Birmingham for the first time. Extra dates 
for Chess and John Cleese’s Alimony Tour have also 
been added. For details visit the theatre’s website at 
www.birminghamhippodrome.com. 


PinkTank Cafe Bar and 
look forward to welcom¬ 
ing customers old and 
new to an important 
area of The Public expe¬ 
rience.” 

The change of owner 
for the cafe comes after it 
was revealed that busi¬ 
ness space remaining 
empty at the arts centre 
lead to “serious implica¬ 
tions” for the future of 
the building. 

Office space on levels 
one and four of the West 
Bromwich centre has 
still not attracted any 
tenants, two years after 
opening. 

A report from auditors 
KPMG reveals failure to 
let the space is consid¬ 
ered a risk, with the pos¬ 
sibility of investors 
clawing back millions of 
pounds pumped into the 
project, if the failure to 
attract tenants leads to 
the decommissioning of 
the building. 


Thief stole 
from his 
adoptive 
mother 


A MAN who stole 
more than £51,000 
from his adoptive 
mother “to comfort 
himself’ because of 
his tangled family life 
has escaped a prison 
sentence. 

Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard that 
Mark Hadley was psy¬ 
chologically scarred 
after finding out by acci¬ 
dent that his mother was 
actually his aunt and 
that he was barred from 
seeing his real mother. 

He had also become 
clinically depressed after 
the death of his much¬ 
loved adoptive father. 

The 32-year-old 
squandered most of the 
money on a spending 
spree - including top- 
range mountain bikes 
and radio-controlled 
cars -1 hat spiralled out 
of control. 

Judge Rosalind Bush 
said his tangled personal 
life had led her to the 
“exceptional” decision to 
suspend his 12-month 
prison sentence. 

Hadley, from Wood 
Green Road, Wednes- 
bury, stole from 66-year- 

Schools 

undergo 

repairs 

A£1.2 million fund set 
up for emergency repairs 
at primary schools in 
Sandwell has been used 
to replace ageing boilers 
and crumbling pipework 
in three schools. 

Sandwell Council 
created the cash pot after 
finance bosses warned 
that, unless money was 
set aside for urgent 
maintenance, schools 
could be closed. 

The council was asked 
to provide £600,000 
towards the scheme, 
with schools asked to put 
in the same. 

St James Primary, in 
Wolverley Crescent, 
Oldbury, Lodge Primary 
in Oak Lane, West 
Bromwich, and Harvills 
Hawthorn Primary in 
Wolseley Road, West 
Bromwich, had emer¬ 
gency repairs carried out 
before the cold snap. 

Other primaries have 
had pipework repaired. 


old Doris Hadley, the 
sister of his birth mother, 
who had brought him up 
since the age of two. 

He took her bank card 
and pin number from a 
safe at the family’s Dar- 
laston home, said Mr 
Howard Searle, prose¬ 
cuting. 

She had inherited the 
estate of her husband 
after his death in 2008 
and the following year 
gave Hadley two cheques 
totalling £23,000 for 
“safe-keeping” to avoid 
being taxed on her 
pension but these were 
cashed. 

Around £30,000 was 
systematically syphoned 
through withdrawals of 
£500-a-time at cash 
machines between 
August 2008 and March 
2010 . 

Funeral 

The court heard that 
he was not allowed to see 
his birth mother and the 
possibility of them 
coming into contact had 
led to him being barred 
from his grandmother’s 
funeral. 

Mr Sukhdev Garcha, 
defending, said Hadley 
had not dealt with a 
number of issues, not 
least the death of his 
adoptive father to whom 
he had been close. 

Judge Bush told him: 
“You were adopted and 
this was deliberately 
kept from you until you 
were 16, which is very 
late, and you found out 
by accident. 

“You were not allowed 
to see your biological 
mother and you have 
never dealt with the feel¬ 
ings of bereavement fol¬ 
lowing the death of your 
adoptive father. 

“You were stealing, in 
effect, to comfort your¬ 
self.” 

She said she was sus¬ 
pending his jail term for 
18 months due to his 
special family circum¬ 
stances. 


No matches 

ALL football and rugby 
matches planned for 
Sandwell parks and open 
spaces at the weekend 
were cancelled due to the 
winter weather. 

Councillor Ann Shack - 
leton said: “It would be 
unwise to stage matches 
when the pitches are so 
frozen. There is also the 
danger that players 
could get injured.” 



Vlstlldd 
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Blood 

stain 

snares 

burlgar 

A PROLIFIC burglar who broke 
into a university campus and 
stole charity collection tins from 
two social clubs to buy drugs has 
been jailed for two years. 

Gary Lilley, aged 30, was tracked 
down by his DNA after he cut himself 
breaking through a window to get 
inside the University of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton campus in Gorway Road, Walsall. 

He was sentenced last week at 
Wolverhampton Crown Court, sitting 
at The Waterfront, Brierley Hill, after 
he admitted a string of burglary, theft 
and criminal damage offences. 

Nothing was stolen from the offices 
in the break-in on June 23. But it was 
heard the defendant then moved on to 
the Saddlers’ Supporters Club, in 
Bescot Crescent, where cash in a 
charity box was stolen. 

Club 

Mr David Lees, prosecuting, said 
Lilley a scaffold worker, now of Devon 
Road, Wednesbury, stole another col¬ 
lection box from Charlemont Social 
Club, Jervoise Lane, West Bromwich, 
in April. 

He was identified from closed 
circuit television images when he 
stole the tips box containing about 
£40 from the Obamarama restaurant, 
Seager Street, West Bromwich. 

He attempted to steal money from a 
coin operated washing machine in 
another property. 


Sing-a-long 
a Christmas 

A HOST of festive activities will be 
taking place at West Bromwich arts 
centre The Public including carol 
singing, a Christmas show, and a visit 
by Father Christmas. 

Carol singers from churches across 
the region will be heading to the West 
Bromwich venue on Saturday. 

Families are invited to join in the 
fun-filled sing-a-long as Christmas 
classics will be performed for free 
between 12.30pm and 1.30pm. Father 
Christmas will be in his winter grotto 
between 1 and 2pm. 

And on December 23 The Public will 
host a free evening of Christmas 
entertainment, from 5.30 to 10.30pm, 
with live music from Encore. 

Visit the webiste 

www.thepublic.com for further 
details. 


King of curry 

A COOK from Wednesbury has been 
named Curry Chef of the Year 2010, in 
a competition run by magazine Curry 
Life. Abdul Husen, aged 31, a father of 
three, Cafe Saffron Indian restaurant 
in Shrewsbury was born and bred in 
Wednesbury and still commutes to 
work from his Black Country home. 
The former Wood Green High pupil 
received the award after judges from 
the magazine secretly visited restau¬ 
rants across the country. 


Suspended sentence for food boss 


THE boss of a Smethwick 
takeaway littered with 
rodent droppings, grease and 
grime has been given a sus¬ 
pended prison sentence. 

Father-of-five Saed Ali, aged 
46, was also ordered to pay more 
than £15,000. 

Ali denied being responsible 
for the conditions at Soft Bite in 


Bearwood Road, Smethwick, 
that were uncovered when 
Sandwell Council’s environmen¬ 
tal health officers made an unan¬ 
nounced visit on September 19, 
2007. 

A hygiene inspector could 
smell the “strong, acrid” smell of 
rodents as soon as she arrived at 
the premises, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard last week. 


Officers issued an emergency 
notice to close the takeaway, 
after deciding there was an 
“imminent health risk”. 

Recorder Mr Peter Cooke said 
a gap around a vent provided a 
“roadway for rodents” and an 
uncovered drain could have 
allowed rats in from the sewers. 

Ali, found guilty of four food 
hygiene charges earlier this 


year, had claimed to be a member 
of staff. But Mr Cooke described 
him as the manager “and I 
strongly suspect, the proprietor”. 

He added: “This case has 
revealed a dishonest streak in 
you.” 

He jailed him for six months, 
suspended for two years, ordered 
him to do 200 hours of unpaid 
work and to pay costs of £15,374. 



Saed Ali 


Dangerous robber 
jailed ‘indefinitely’ 


A FUGITIVE armed robber 
who was caught with a bala¬ 
clava and sawn-off shotgun in 
a stolen car has started an 
indefinite jail sentence - after 
a judge branded him a danger 
to the public. 

Craig Hickinbottom, aged 29, 
was rammed off the road by sur¬ 
veillance officers who had been 
tailing him after he fled a bail 
hostel in Aldridge just days 
before. He was arrested at gun¬ 
point. 

His passenger in the stolen Vaux- 
hall Corsa, convicted armed robber 
Dean Isitt, fled with a bag containing 
the shotgun and three live cartridges. 

Isitt, who was jailed for nine years 



Craig Hickinbottom: was on the 
run when caught in a stolen car 


and will serve half, was chased by 
armed police as he leapt over a fence 
into the yard of nearby Bromford Iron 
and Steel in West Bromwich. He was 
confronted there by a factory 
manager, who he threatened to shoot. 
Isitt then changed his escape route 
and dropped the bag carrying the 
lethal weapon. 

Shot 

He was arrested several weeks 
later by police who shot his tyres out 
at the Asda Great Bridge. 

Fingerprints belonging to Isitt, of 
Waterfall Lane, Rowley Regis, were 
found on the bag and a ring stolen in 
the same Stourbridge raid in which 
the Corsa was take. 

A jury convicted the pair of 
firearms offences and possession of 
the stolen car and its false plates. 
Hickinbottom was also found guilty 
of dangerous driving. 

Hickinbottom, of no fixed address, 
has previous convictions for provid¬ 
ing a car to armed robbers. He also 
has convictions for robbery. 

In 2006, he escaped from a prison 
van which was held up by gunman in 
Redditch, meaning his trial in 
October was conducted with armed 
police at the court doors. 

Judge Martin Walsh last week 
ordered him to stay behind bars 
indefinitely, but said he could be 
released after four-and-half years if 
no longer deemed a risk. 

He said: “It’s quite clear to me that 
the vehicle, together with the 
shotgun and ammunition were to be 
used for further criminal purposes.” 


Plans for better rail station 
car parks hit by uncertainty 


MULTI-MILLION pound plans 
to create hundreds of extra 
parking spaces at train and tram 
stations in the Black Country 
have been put on hold due to lack 
of funding. 

Plans include the proposed £4 
million extension of Rowley Regis 
train station cark park, to create 480 
new spaces on scrubland next to the 
existing car park, and more than 
double the size of free park and ride 
facilities. 

A£1.2m extension of the Wednes¬ 
bury Parkway Midland Metro stop 
was also part of plans, adding 128 
spaces on top of 142 already in place. 

Rowley Regis and Wednesbury 
Parkway as well as Tame Bridge 


Parkway Metro stop in Friar Park, 
Wednesbury are regularly full, with 
commuters being forced to park on 
pavements. 

Work on both projects was expected 
to start this financial year, but it is 
not known when the schemes will go 
ahead in the wake of spending cuts. 

Mark Langford, spokesman for 
Centro, said: “Funding was initially 
sought through the Regional Funding 
Allowance for rail schemes because of 
the benefits such a large car park 
would bring in terms of helping 
reduce congestion. However Centro is 
now waiting clarity with regard to the 
bidding process. We will then have a 
clearer idea of the options available to 
us” 



Magician Alec Powell, aged 58, who will be performing with Ken Dodd 


A MAGICIAN from West Bromwich 
is gearing up for a performance along¬ 
side comedy legend Ken Dodd. 

Alec Powell from Stone Cross will 
be one of the support acts at Wolver¬ 
hampton Civic Hall on Sunday. 

Mr Powell, aged 58, a professional 
magician, said the 83-year-old come¬ 
dian last year rang him up “com¬ 
pletely out of the blue” after he was 
recommended by an agency. 

“At first I thought it was a wind up 
but I soon realised it was him after 
all,” said Mr Powell. 


“He has a fairly distinctive voice. I 
told him I could not hear him very well 
because I was on my mobile in the 
street and he said to me ‘what are you 
a magician or a traffic warden?.” 

The gig on December 19 will be the 
12th time father-of-one Mr Powell has 
performed with Dodd, but the first in 
Wolverhampton. 

“I’m really looking forward to the 
gig,” he said. 

Mr Powell also owns the Fandango 
fancy dress shop in West Bromwich. 
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Accidental 
overdose 
is verdict 

AN INQUEST on a man found 
dead in a Langley bail hostel 
heard he died of an accidental 
overdose of drugs and butane gas. 

Darren Thomas Kennett, of Powis 
Avenue, Tipton, died at Sycamore 
Lodge in Clay Lane, Langley on 
December 14, 2008. 

The body of the 31 -year-old plumber 
was discovered in his bed by staff who 
checked on him every few hours, the 
inquest held in Smethwick last week- 
heard. 

Black Country Coroner Robin 
Balmain told the hearing a gas canis¬ 
ter was found in the room and staff at 
the centre for at risk offenders 
thought Mr Kennett, who was on 
prison licence, was off illegal drugs. 

Spine 

But he said the post mortem report 
showed Mr Kennett, who was taking 
pain killer tramadol for a spine condi¬ 
tion, also had quantities of morphine 
and butane in his system. 

He said cause of death was acute 
respiratory depression due to acute 
methadone due to acute overdose of 
methadone, tramadol and butane gas. 

Giving evidence senior probation 
officer Herman Norford said staff saw 
him at various times earlier that day, 
but when he was checked at 4.30pm 
he was dead. Mr Balmain said: “There 
doesn’t seem to me to be any evidence 
that he was trying to kill himself.” 

He recorded a verdict that Mr 
Kennett died as a result of an acci¬ 
dent. 


Airport stake 
and housing 
boost council 

SANDWELL Council is worth 
around £30 million more than 
was thought. 

An audit of the council’s assets by 
KPMG shows council housing worth 
£17.3m more than it was originally 
valued. 

The council’s shares in Birmingham 
Airport increased the value of its 
assets by £12.4m. Its stake stood at 
£20. lm of the airport’s £327m value. 

The audit, meanwhile, showed 
£21.3m worth of Government grants 
had been counted as expenditure 
instead of income. 

Councillor Steve Eling, Sandwell’s 
finance boss, said: “The two big, key 
components are assessing the value of 
the council’s housing stock and its 
shareholding in Birmingham Airport. 

“The audit does not raise our budget 
or give us any extra money it’s rather 
an issue of valuations. 

Value 

“The main thing for the public is 
external auditors have told us we 
have strong financial management, 
strong governance and good value for 
money. 

“And we have an unqualified audit, 
so our finances are strong.” 

Figures released by the Depart¬ 
ment for Communities and Local Gov¬ 
ernment reveal English local 
authorities have around £10 billion of 
untapped cash in total in reserve for 
2010/11. 

Sandwell has £20.8m, or 3.6 per 
cent of its annual spending budget, 
tucked away. 
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Moo-ving ceremony 
marks return of red cow 

A POPULAR land¬ 
mark outside a 
Sandwell pub is back 
in pride of place. 

The life-sized model of 
a red cow has been 
returned to its rightful 
spot outside a pub in 
Smethwick. 

New bosses at The Red 
Cow, in High Street, 
made putting the bovine 
beauty back where it 
belongs one of their top 
priorities and say the 
new version is bigger and 
better than before. 

A crowd including 
guest of honour Mayor of 
Sandwell Pauline Hinton 
and Warley MP John 
Spellar gathered to 
watch the cow returned 
to its plinth during a fes¬ 
tival of music, food and 
entertainment. 

Plinth 

The pub was recently 
taken over by landlords 
Tony and Sati Sanghera 
and licensees Bera Mahli 
and Gurnam Hayre. 

Many of the pub’s orig¬ 
inal features have now 
been restored, while a 
new plinth was built to 
display the £1,700 cow. 

Licensee Mr Malhi 
said: “It was definitely a 
priority for us to get the 
cow back in place again. 

“Everyone is so pleased 
to see it again. That red 
cow has always been a bit 
of a landmark really and 
it’s something people 
always mention when 
they’re giving directions 
in the area.” 

Special guests were 
Margaret and Derek 
Blakeway, of Cradley 
Heath, who celebrated 
their wedding at The Red 
Cow 51 years ago. 



Back where it belongs - Councillor David Hinton, Mayor Councillor Pauline 
Hinton, Seb Sanghera and MP John Spellar welcome back the popular Red 
Cow 


Uninsured driver, 18 , 
injured child in crash 


AN uninsured driver aged 18 has 
been warned he may face a custodial 
sentence after he crashed a car, injur¬ 
ing a three-year-old child in Oldbury. 

Ion Ruset, of Littlemoor Hill, Smeth¬ 
wick, lost control of his uncle’s silver Audi 
as he turned into Gresham Road. He had 
taken the car to re-park it. As he lost 
control, he crashed into a barrier behind 
which the child was standing. The drama 
happened on November 2, Warley Magis¬ 
trates’ Court heard last week. 

The child’s mother Azna Begum, of 
Greenwood Avenue in Oldbury, said in an 
interview that her child was thrown into 


the air and landed yards away. She suf¬ 
fered bruising and a broken tooth. 

But Baldav Mehay, defending, said 
Ruset contested the extent of the injuries 
and said the car did not hit the child 
directly. 

Maxine Jarrousse, prosecuting, told the 
court that as Mr Rusetlost control and the 
car mounted the pavement, hitting the 
barrier. She added that the car’s bumper 
hit the child. 

Mr Mehay said: “My client has pleaded 
guilty and accepts he caused injury to the 
child but he says the injury came after a 
piece of the bumper broke off in the crash. 


“He says something flew off the bumper 
as he hit the barrier and hit the child, 
causing bruising.” 

Ruset pleaded guilty to using a vehicle 
without third party insurance, aggravated 
vehicle taking and causing injury through 
the accident, as well as driving otherwise 
than in accordance with a licence. 

District Judge Shamim Qureshi, told 
Ruset: “Even though you have not been in 
trouble before, you may be looking at a cus¬ 
todial sentence.” 

The case was adjourned for witnesses to 
appear at an hearing at Warley Magis¬ 
trates’ Court in February. 


Grand ambitions for Oliver boys 

FORTY young hope¬ 
fuls, aged from eight to 
16, auditioned for roles in 
West Bromwich Operatic 
Society’s production of 
Lionel Bart’s musical 
Oliver! at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Grand Theatre. 

Thirty were chosen to 
be offered parts. Oliver 
and and the Artful 
Dodger will be chosen 
after further scrutiny 
and the rest will be work- 
house boys or members of 
Fagin’s gang of ragamuf¬ 
fin pickpockets. 

John Wetherall, vice- 
chairman of the 73-year- 
old society that has 
performed annually at 
The Grand for 15 years, 
said: “It’s a privilege for 
us all to appear on stage 
in this wonderful theatre 
and all the boys who took 
part in the auditions 
have had a wonderful 
experience.” 

Oliver! will run from 
May 10 to 14 next year. 
Rehearsals start after 

Young hopefuls seeking a role in the musical Oliver! at the Grand Theatre Christmas. 
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College building 
is taking shape 


FIFTEEN months 
after work started, the 
main shape of the new 
£77 million Sandwell 
College building is 
firmly in place — and a 
distinctive wave¬ 
shaped roof is set to be 
added next month. 

The futuristic-style 
building, depicted below 
in an artist’s impression, 
will house thousands of 
students. It is being built 
on Ringway and will 
feature a distinctive 
glass front. 

Workers are already 
installing roof covering 
on top of the east side of 
the building, which runs 
along Spon Lane, while 
steel frames for the roof 
will finish going up on 
the west wing, nearest 
the Metro line, after 
Christmas. 

Project manager Mark 
Green said: “The focus 
now is getting the accom¬ 
modation ‘wings’ roofed. 

“We are currently on 
with the east wing, the 
west wing will start 
straight after Christmas, 
weather permitting.” 

Cranes 

Huge tower cranes 
were brought on to the 
site last month to haul 
parts of the distinctive 
roof shape into place. 

Part of West Bromwich 
Ringway and the town’s 
Spon Lane were cor¬ 
doned off for almost two 
weeks to allow the work 
to take place. 

Work started on the 
multi-million pound 
building project in Sep¬ 
tember 2009 and it is due 
to be finished in autumn 
2011. 



Work on the new £77m college is progressing 

Photo: Alastair Carew-Cox 



An artist’s impression of how the new college will look once it is completed 
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Pictured are Rose Beedles, seated, with from left Sharon Roberts, Lauren 
Plested and Carla Green. 


Gym ladies help charity 


SIX charitable employees at a 
ladies-only gym in West Bromwich 
have raised more than £800 for 
Macmillan Cancer Support. 

The women achieved the amount by 
arranging a coffee and cake morning at 
their Easy Exercise Centre, based at 
Spectrum House, Ridgacre Road. 

They also held Halloween day festi- 
tivies complete with fancy dress. 

The six women in question were 
Carla Green, Lauren Plested, Rose 


Beedles, Tina Abbiss, Sharon Roberts 
and Gail Evans 

A spokesperson for the group said: 
“We would like to thank everyone who 
attended the days and those who gave 
money to help the charity.” 

The Easy Exercise Centre is descri 
bed as a relaxing ladies-only gym 
where members can exercise at their 
own pace and receive encouragement 
from staff. 

For more information call the centre 
on 0121 580 6260. 


Council defend 
price increases 


COUNCIL bosses have 
defended plans to increase 
parking fees and funeral 
charges in Sandwell. 

The council earns around 
£170,000 from on-street parking 
but now plans to introduce 
increases from 60p to 80p in 
central West Bromwich, with 
increases from 30p to 40p else¬ 
where. 

Councillor Derek Rowley Sandwell 
Council’s neighbourhoods chief 
defended the plans contained in a 
report to councillors. 

He said: “The council earns around 
£170,000 from on-street parking fees 
but this is ploughed back into the 
service — it is not profit for the council. 

“Parking in Sandwell is extremely 
cheap compared to neighbouring 
authorities and on-street parking 
restrictions keep the traffic rotating, 
so retailers prefer it. It does carry a 
premium and people can make the 
choice whether to park there.” 

Award for student 

WEST Bromwich student Andy 
Clarke is celebrating after scooping an 
award from the Chartered Institute of 
Housingf or the best undergraduate. 
The 30-year-old is a final year student 
on the BA (Hons) degree in Profes¬ 
sional Housing Studies at Birming¬ 
ham City University. 


The move has been criticised by 
opposition councillors. 

Councillor Ray Nock, leader of the 
Conservative group on Sandwell 
Council, said: “I think increasing 
charges when the economic climate is 
the way it is would be a disaster. 

“I have been taking to shopkeepers 
and traders across the borough and 
they said this is the last thing they 
need as they struggle to keep afloat. 

“When shoppers can go to supermar¬ 
kets and out-of-town shopping centres 
and park for free why would they go 
into their town centre? 

“The retail sector needs all the help 
in can get at the moment - not a kick 
in the teeth.” 

As well as increased parking prices, 
the council intends to increase funeral 
costs with details included in the same 
report. The cost of burials, cremations 
and memorial plaques will go up. 

Income 

The report said: “The proposed 
increase will ensure the fees remain 
competative whilst generating an 
additional £74,000 income during 
2011/2012 to offset increasing opera¬ 
tional costs 

Cllr Rowley added: “We need to 
cover our costs but it is worth point¬ 
ing out that our charges are still the 
lowest in the Black Country. 

“We have also invested £3.2 million 
in a new crematorium in Sandwell 
Valley.” 



Manager Patricia Galvin and members manager Bill Hickinbottom, front, 
celebrate with staff at Mecca Bingo in Wednesbury, after raising over £2,600 
for Marie Curie Cancer Care 


Bingo players show they care 


MECCA Bingo at 
Wednesbury Cross has 
smashed its fundraising 
target by raising more 
than £2,600 so far this 
year for its chosen 
charity, Marie Curie 
Cancer Care. 

The Bingo club in 
Dudley Street beat its 
target by £500 with 
events throughout the 
year included holding a 
‘Blooming Great Tea 
Party’ for customers. 

The money raised will 


help to fund Marie Curie 
nurses who care for ter¬ 
minally ill people in their 
own homes. 

Patricia Glavin, 
manager at Mecca Bingo 
in Wednesbury Cross, 
said: “It’s inspiring to see 
how generous people 
have been, especially 
given how difficult this 
year has been financially 
for many. Our success is 
without doubt down to 
the members of the team 
around me and to our 


customers. Everyone has 
been dedicated to doing 
their bit to raise money 
for Marie Curie Cancer 
Care.” 

Marie Curie 

fundraiser Fran Winter¬ 
bourne said: “It’s great to 
see how seriously the 
Mecca Bingo team and 
customers at the club 
have taken trying to 
reach their fundraising 
target.” 
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Homes plan for gasworks 


A FORMER West Bromwich 
gasworks site could be trans¬ 
formed into a new housing estate. 

Birch Sites Limited wants to build 
143 homes on four acres of land in 
Swan Lane. 

The 143-property development would 
consist of 46 two-bedroom houses, 59 three- 
bedroom houses, 14 four-bedroom houses, 
21 two-bedroom apartments and three 
flats built over garages. 

Sandwell councillor Bob Badham, whose 
ward covers the proposed development 
area, said he supported the scheme. 

“That gasworks site has been empty 
some time, about five years I think, and I 


think any new housing within West 
Bromwich has to be welcomed,” he said. 

“When you have a regenerated town 
centre, like the one we are creating in West 
Bromwich, the only way you can sustain 
that is to have houses within easy walking 
distance.” 

A large public open space and play area 
are also included in the plans. 

Cycles 

Birch Sites Limited claims the entire 
development could be built within three- 
and-a-half years but it is proposing to delay 
the work so the build programme mirrors 
the sale of properties. 

Each property would get one parking 


Festive 
fun at 
the farm 

THOUSANDS of 
people attended a Vic¬ 
torian-themed Christ¬ 
mas fair at a Black 
Country attraction. 

The 23rd annual event 
at Sandwell Park Farm, 
which took place over 
Saturday and Sunday, 
drew people of all ages 
from across the borough. 

Santa Claus, who was 
in his grotto at the park’s 
visitors centre, was the 
star attraction. 

Singing 

Staff dressed in Victo¬ 
rian clothes for the event, 
which also featured carol 
singing, and jewellery, 
card, glass and plant 
stalls. 

Children took part in 
balloon modelling and 
there was entertainment 
in the form of magic and 
a puppet show. 

Worker Emma 

Hadlington said: “Every¬ 
one has had a good time 
dressing up - we’ve have 
all been getting into the 
festive spirit.” 



space and storage for two cycles with the 
exception of the three and four bedroom 
houses which would get two parking spaces 
each and storage space for four cycles. 

In its application to Sandwell Council, 
the developer has highlighted how the 
West Midlands is behind schedule for 
meeting Government home building 
targets. 

Nicol Thomas Architects have drawn up 
the plans for the site. 

New Swan Village Gasworks was built 
on the site in 1948. There were gas holders 
plus ammonia washers, a power house and 
a coal stacking ground. But by 1974 most of 
the infrastructure had been demolished. 


Borough gets 
edge over city 
in wrangle on 
historic gates 

SANDWELL Council appears to have 
gained the upper hand in a battle to 
keep a set of historic gates in the 
borough. 

The Henry Pooley Gates are at the centre 
of a dispute between Sandwell and Liver¬ 
pool. 

The gates have stood outside Soho 
Foundry in Smethwick for 70 years but Liv¬ 
erpool, where they were made, is trying to 
claim them. 

English Heritage, which was been made 
responsible for deciding the gates’ future, 
has now suggested the ultimate decision as 
to whether the gates should be moved lies 
not with them but with Sandwell Council. 

It was hoped the dispute would be decided 
in the next few weeks but it is now known 
there will not be a conclusion until the new 
year. This is because a date cannot be found 
when everyone is free to meet. 

The ornate Henry Pooley Gates were 
made in Liverpool and adorned the entry to 
the city’s sailors’ home in the 1800s. They 
are believed to feature the earliest example 
of the Liver Birds motif. 

Since 1940, they have guarded Smeth¬ 
wick’s Avery Berkel factory. 
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Home shopping? Tips 
on how to buy safely 



Order from the comfort of your own home but beware 


TO help consumers make their home 
shopping safe and stress-free SHOPS 
have devised a list of simple tips to 
follow. 

A recent national survey carried out on 
behalf of SHOPS revealed that 65 per cent 
of people in the UK use some form of home 
shopping, including shopping on the inter¬ 
net and TV shopping channels but nearly 
one in four do not think sending money in 
advance of receiving goods is secure. 

SHOPS, the organisation that protects 
readers on behalf of all the UK’s national 
newspapers commissioned the survey to 
gauge public opinion about regulation in the 
home shopping industry. They have issued 
these home shopping tips. 

BEFORE YOU BUY 

• Make some simple checks about the 
supplier or advertiser and make sure they 
provide details of their registered company 
name and physical address. Can you easily 
contact them? Is the advertiser a member 
of a recognised trade association who may 
be able to help with a dispute? A company 
may have a good website but it doesn’t 
necessarily mean that it’s safe and law- 
abiding. 

• Check for expected delivery dates, 
shipping and handling fees, warranties, 
return policies, and other important informa¬ 
tion. Look for an email address to write to 
(or a phone number to call) if you have a 
question, a problem, or if you need help. 
Don't assume an internet company is based 
in the UK just because its web address has 
'uk' in it - check out the physical address 
and phone number. 

• Use a Credit Card to pay for pur¬ 
chases if possible. Items over £100 are pro¬ 
tected by the Consumer Credit Act 1974 
S75. 

• Keep details of the transaction includ¬ 
ing the actual advertisement or website 
page, confirmation of order on email or note 
the date and time of a telephone order. 

• If shopping online look for websites 
that have a secure way of paying (known as 
an encryption facility) - these show a 
padlock at bottom of screen when you are 
filling in the payment details. Make sure the 
page web address starts https:// before you 
enter any personal information or payment 
details. The 's' stands for 'secure'. 


• Buy through reputable and trusted 
media, such as national newspapers which 
protect readers who purchase goods 
directly. 

• Check that the advertiser is a member 
of an accredited scheme like the National 
Newspaper Safe Home Ordering Protection 
Scheme - it’s simple, just look for the 
SHOPS sign on the advertisement 

AND IF IT ALL GOES WRONG 

• If you buy goods on the internet, you 
still have the same rights as if you were 
shopping on the high street, in relation to 
faulty or poorly described goods. Goods 
must be delivered within 30 days unless 
otherwise specified. Non-delivered goods 
must be refunded in full. The Distance 
Selling Regulations give you a seven-day 
cooling off period so you can send back 
goods for any reason within this period and 
claim a full refund. 

• If there is an unresolved dispute with 
the trader, consumers can contact the gov¬ 
ernment’s consumer organisation Con¬ 


sumer Direct for further advice: Call 08454 
04 05 06 or visit 

www.consumerdirect.gov.uk, or contact the 
Citizens’ Advice Bureaux 

• If an advertiser has ceased to trade 
without delivering the goods or providing a 
refund consumers should first lodge a claim 
with the Insolvency Practitioner appointed 
to deal with the trader’s affairs. 

• If the goods are over £100 and a 
credit card was used to make the purchase, 
then consumers should claim from the 
issuer of the credit card. If payment was 
made with a Visa debit/credit it may also be 
possible to claim from the bank via the “Visa 
Chargeback” scheme. 

• Consumers who responded to a 
payment with order advertisement in a 
national newspaper can claim through the 
National Newspaper Safe Home Ordering 
Protection Scheme (SHOPS). Contact the 
newspaper from which you responded. 

For further details of SHOPS visit 
www.shops-uk.org.uk 


KITCHENS & 
BATHROOMS 

Beal lie VAT Increase! 



Visit us at 

vemonwagnei.com 


* Mania Shivjntn 

EhtfaMlmtUldb 

* Prrtcdtial Strain 
*0)11 TDayt 

* Stidard aid Bttitla Slat 

* Mm aid IkadHtial Dtdgit 


2 miriutea from AS DA Groat Bridge 

Unit 7, Imox Auto Centro, Dudley Port, Tipton DY4 7RQ 



L 5 ® UK PLASTICS 


VERY SPECIAL FESTIVE OFFERS! 


HEATING 


RADIATORS! QAIY £8.89! 

FERROUBOI LERS Ctt T <350! 

7 OOUSLEMBEL 
MA DIATOMS ♦ BOILER 

ONLY £665!! 





uPVC DOORS 

PULLV GLAZED DOORS 

lows. 199! 

PATIO DOORS 

'ONLY £350! 

♦ FulV GfcupJ • TctiJieiulGtes 

♦ fdmnFTrUMa ItvtrfcYrrtr/t Devitoc* 


FASCIAS & GUTTERING 


i PE wmy Sduarev Han Round 

nflf t C4.9U 


GUTTER PIPE 
Any Colour 

BOTTIF 6ULLV. AiiyColom tWtra.BO! 
320iunt MANHOLE )^C20.M! 

1 SOmni FA3:iA BOARD6 fft Ytl.OK 



IUUSSVE SWINGS ACROSS ALL RANGES OF PRODUCTS!! 

mm amts muDfm a umjw pwcd tms 


UK PLASTICS • UnH4 Erbry Buatano Part • Aetan Hnll Road • Lotan Bt 7U 

III: 0121 328 8742 • fas: 0121 32? 0406 • rfebilc 07947 25B3S3 
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Minchin magic for a 
marvellous Matilda 


Kerry Ingram as Matilda 


Laugh a lot at Spamalot 


Roald Dahl’s Matilda:A«Musical, such as when the monstrous headmistress Miss 

Royal Shakespeare Company, Trunchbull twirls a schoolgirl by her pigtails and a 

The Courtyard, Stratford-upon-Avon schoolboy apparently devours a giant chocolate 

ROALD Dahl's darkly humorous Story of a factor Dennis Kellv has enhanced rather than 
child genius who gets revenge on a loveless con densed Dahl's original story, which is a celebra- 
family and cruel headmistress is brought to tion of the power of books and a condemnation of 
life in this vibrant and memorable production selfish adults. 

by the RSC. Stand out performances included Paul Kaye as 

The witty and tuneful songs by Australian come- Matilda's dodgy car dealer dad and Josie Walker as 
dian and composer Tim Minchin are superb, and her ballroom dancing obsessed mum, both incred- 
superbly performed by a well-choreographed cast ibly loud and venal. Kaye specialises in these manic 
in one of the most cleverly designed shows I have comic roles but also brings a flicker of humanity to 
ever seen. his dreadful dad when he shows one brief moment 

It is filled with 'how did they do that 1 moments, of regret at being parted from Matilda. 

Bertie Carvel in drag as 
the no-neck Olympic 
hammer throwing Miss 
Trunchbull was all the 
more scary for the meas¬ 
ured, clipped way he 

Monty Python's Spamalot, The musical mayhem that is Spamalot, "lovingly delivered his hnes, hinting 

Alexandra Theatre, Birmingham ripped off" from the film Monty Python and the Holy underneat h. Her maxim is 

HAVING spent an hour stuck in traffic and then Grail b vj Enc [d |a a f! d Du Prez ’ J s a jpyously silly that tQ teac(l chi | dren you 

™»' first break ,heir 

it is fair to say I wasn t inclined to Always Look danc j n g P | a g ue victims, rude Frenchmen and a per- sp . ' w H ■ fi 
on the Bright Side of Life. But two hours after sona | appearance by God on video (looking a lot like J- aura " V hp d iSn InH 
curtain up on Spamalot, I was merrily singing Eric Idle) _ vo ce as . Tne ana 

along with this ironic Python anthem. Showbiz ”2 ^ H f ? n a ^ 

A small but hard overcomes her fear to 
working cast give stand up for Matilda. The 
themselves over moment when Matilda 
entirely to the daftness h U g S Miss Honey brings a 
including Matthew tear to the eye. 

Kelly as a perplexed — 

King Arthur, I'd Do CaeniUS 

Anything winner Jodie But most praise must 
Prenger as a showbiz g 0 to Kerry Ingram, one of 
diva Lady of the Lake three girls playing Matilda 
and Todd Carty as at different performances, 
trusty servant Patsy. A little girl with a big voice, 
The knights to she radiated vulnerability 
remember are played blended with determina- 
by the hilarious trio of tion and fortitude. She 
Samuel Holmes, David was marvellous. 

Langham and Simon It doesn't take a genius 
Lipkin. mind like Matilda's to 

The show is also a work out that this show 
good natured mickey should transfer to the 
take of West End musi- West End. 
cals and throws in a If you love Roald Dahl's 
few topical and stories, if you love a great 
Brummie orientated show, you should catch 
gags too. Matilda before it ends its 

It continues at the Stratford run on January 
Alex to January 1. 30 . 


Dancing at the knight club - a scene from delightfully daft Spamalot 


LB 


Leon Burakowski 




Students brush up their 
Shakespeare at Stratford 

STUDENTS from colleges and schools across 
Sandwell have been performing plays at Royal 
Shakespeare Company theatres in Stratford- 
upon-Avon. 

Students from Sandwell College, and also from 
Wolverhampton College and Queen Mary College, 
Walsall, took part in the plays, written by local school- 
children. Pupils who put pen to paper included young¬ 
sters from George Salter Collegiate Academy in West 
Bromwich, Corngreaves, Hateley Heath, St John Bosco, 
Whitehall and Perryfields primary schools. 

The children are among the first writers to have their 
work presented in the revamped Royal Shakespeare 
Theatre and Swan Theatre at the Warwickshire birth¬ 
place of Shakespeare. Both theatres have re-opened fol¬ 
lowing a £112.8 million transformation which includes a 
huge new tower. 

As part of an event called Writing On Your Feet, each 
of the 10 scripts has been inspired by a ghost scene from 
one of Shakespeare’s plays. As well as working with 
their teachers on developing ideas, pupils took part in 
writing workshops, run by a professional playwright. 

Sandwell College Performing Arts Team Leader 
Emily Chell said: “The students have been given this 
fantastic opportunity to work with the RSC, which is 
something that even professional actors would be 
tremendously excited by. As part of the project they took 
part in a week-long skills workshop at the RSC and I 
have really seen them develop as performers. It’s a great 
opportunity for them. This is a memory that they will be 
able to take with them for the rest of their lives.” 

Student Aneisha Barrett, aged 19, said: “I have 
learned a vast amount of skills from working with the 
RSC. One of the things that I’m going to take away from 
this is being more professional as an actor, meaning 
putting your full focus and your effort into what you’re 
going to do.” 

Rory Campion , aged 19, from Wednesbury, added: 

“I’ve really enjoyed 
rehearsing for this per¬ 
formance. It’s been fan¬ 
tastic working with the 
RSC and the different 
directors, and I’m really 
excited to be acting on the 
brand new stages.” 

Writing On Your Feet is 
a joint initiative between 
the RSC’s Education and 
Literary Departments 
and Black Country Cre¬ 
ative Partnerships 

(BCCP). 

RSC Education Project 
Manager Liisa Spink 
said: “Raising literacy 
levels in the Black 
Country is one of BCCP’s 
key priorities.” 


Sandwell student Corinne Jarrett acts out a 
ghost story at the RSC’s HQ in Stratford-upon- 
Avon; below, an RSC^tirector works with 
Sandwell students 


Legal Services 
for the 
Third Age 

(Over 50*s Advice and Assistance) 


* e 

Davisons 

S(l LICITORV 


0121-323 2525 ask for 

Nheljonei LLB (Hons) 

(formerly of Shepherds Solicitors - Great Ban - ) 


Experienced private client advice and assistance for 
Older Clients and their families. Home Visits can be 
arranged. Areas covered include: 


♦ Will making 

♦ Probate and Estates 
Administration 

• Cour t of Protection / Deputy 
Application 

♦ Long term and Community 
Care and Cost of Care 
Considerations 

• Equity Release Schemes 

• Implications of Gifts and 
Transfer of Property 

# Inheritance and other 
Tax implications 


♦ Property Sales, Purchases and 
Transfers 

♦ Powers of Attorney 

♦ Private Client Mattel's 

♦ Sever ance of Joint Tenancy and 
Tenancy in Common 
Considerations 

♦ Lease Extension/ Purchase 
of Freehold 

♦ Coui-r.il Right to Buy 

♦ Trusts 


254 Lichfield Road, Mere Green, Four Oaks, Sutton 
Coldfield, West Midlands B74 2UH 


■V - 

\". 




Been looking for 0 new NHS dentist? 



Look rid further liplfiri Dautal Frastica i& llie opticn for you. 

Our easy to access clinic and trtendEy approach will be Ideal for all 
ranging from nervous patients to child patients attending for the first 
time, 

We can book in a free consultation for any cosmetic treatment you are 
interested in discussing with the dentist. 


Ei'iiEy morning, loir: Gunning appointment may bn a^ilablG on 


A V 






0121 5201881 

Opening, flours: 

Man to Wed Q.DOditi - U.QDpm 

Fri ftOfoim- 8,80pm 

2 Unrty Walk, Often Sheet 
Tipton, wesl Midlands QY4BQL 
M45 4G47 










013B4 

348594 



PERMS £25 

TU _L-J 1L- —LJ VI. _P lU-.l. L__ - ■ L. 

irartCujfiiS ndfinfiHkdJI A+i} 

Bask yacr "FAFFBt PAJfFY J 


Fwil aiil rtJ<ai: r roiilral, a* for iMjI ; 

■.W a r.(ib ratjv or E* lira I proiltcto atl rthr ai J 

a?*riUhb pa;,mart plai -:-n fl-D ■Sriiltnuvv 
- a-ATor iMJ-r 


01219613155 
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2/)eeomtimt6 4 u 

Party Shop ♦ Weeding s 5 Panes • Corporate Everts 

1 

Me to o aflte, CoprJa. WVoGeDoiioondond mucti mono. 


t 

We at Decorations4U understand that you want to 
promote the right rr aqe at your event and can 
provide the decorative effect you require. 

Pnrty Shop 1 are* AT“4 Ekllcnfl* * Hie* FmnmlMxl 

g • • Canutes A fvtwrcra ■ 

TyedOirQi A Partes Ulaxjs tiacto-iips * latle 'Jefi::eot*;ec 

Er • Gttf BaPuFfc • Winuw^rs ♦ Romr? 4 Ctaf Cmts 4 

Corporate fivofiteftiN;} isi • >Ji• ^ Ojjytr, ijr • Atri Ars 

• Ciatfy Roerr* • Fcrmai i FteitoDiixro • Awuil 


\ \xjt 

10% off on orders over £30 - f ;y 

mention this advert to get discount 


i 

ipsfihmp 0121 357 9761 bnnff iniQ@iJ«orRtifinUij.cGn 

Wto wvnr.decoraiions-lbxom J 

; *« ^ tiUU Aiilsd Grca:QaiT,Dirnn^iamM2 1IN mmm 
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Pet.£10.20 per gram 

14ct.£15.86 per gram 

18ct.£20.40 per gram 

22ct.£24.93 per gram 


24d.£27.20 pergnem 

Full Sovereign.£199 

Full Kiuggeiand.£860 

TR 


37 p/gram 

42p/gram (minimum) for 
charm bracelets and Alberts chains 

Any silver articles iTaltnarked aie: priced per piece 

TT 


Fine Platinum £28 . 00 /gram 

Tturmo Coupliig Wir* wtnUtl Platinum GucMtttukin 


All Rolex 
Watches 
Wanted 


All Omega 
Watches 
Wanted 


All Rocket 
'Watches 
Wanted 


ANTIQUE ARTICLES WANTED ALSO 


GOOD PRICES 
PAID FOR EURO 
NOTES AND 
EURO COINS 

FOR ANY INFORMATION 
TO DO WITH GOLD; 
SILVER; PLATINUM 
WATCHES AND ANTIQUES 
CALL FOR FREE ADVICE. 1 
HIGHEST PRICES 
ALWAYS 


www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 

0121 556 6868 
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Pk*4»e bring into our reception 




won ; is i r m\ sjJil 


EXSl 7 



4 * 




|CS«C,[H^ 


msm?& 

mi v 


DOrUTIO r« ACCEPTED JPTOTHUKOjWiJRO DKBMBtR 




Express & Star 


xpi 

HMc.k Lake. Wool Brormficli. 
0121 663 7171 Fxti 4636 
Closed 1.00 til 2.00pm 

Plfvwr i m q to irvVrr oltrrnntr wrengrmwtfl 
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Light a candle 
at the cathedral 

I AM writing to let your readers 
know that World Cancer Research 
Fund (WCRF) and Birmingham 
Cathedral will be lighting a Candle 
of Hope this Christmas to remember 
all those who have been lost to 
cancer. 

The event, which runs from Christmas 
Eve until Twelfth Night, is being held at 
a time when people’s thoughts often turn 
to friends and relatives who are no longer 
here. The idea of the Candle of Hope is to 
offer a physical reminder of a loved one 
as well as hope for the future by raising 
awareness of cancer prevention. 

Scientists estimate that about a third 
of the most common cancers could be pre¬ 
vented through a healthy diet, being 
physically active and maintaining a 
healthy weight. 

To find out more or donate to the 
charity’s education and research work, 
please visit www.wcrf-uk.org/candle or 
call 0800 970 1461. 

Teresa Nightingale, 
General Manager, WCR 

Making a difference 

A HUGE thank you goes out to the 
70,000 people that took part in this 
year’s CSV Make a Difference Day. 

On Saturday, October 30, a record 
breaking number of people baked 
pumpkin pies for the elderly made cup¬ 
cakes for homeless people, planted bulbs 
in community parks, knitted hats for 
pre-mature babies and litter picked in 
their local high street. 

Gordon Brown, David Blunkett and 
other MPs across the country swapped 
the floor of Westminster to the shop floor 
of their local Barnardo’s shop. I spent 
time with volunteers planting trees and 
shrubs in preparation for winter. 

And there’s more to come. Make volun¬ 
teering your new year’s resolution! Dig 
out your garden spades and support CSV 
Action Earth in spring 2011. The cam¬ 
paign has benefited from support from 
Morrisons to help thousands of people 
protect endangered wildlife, clear allot¬ 
ments and create green spaces in the 
community. Volunteers up and down the 
country will be making a positive differ¬ 
ence in the local area. Sign up for more 
information today for CSV Action Earth; 
visit www.csv.org.uk/actionearth 

Pete Waterman 
CSV Action Earth 


Allowance cut will hit people 
with learning disabilities 

IN the comprehensive spending review, the Chancel¬ 
lor announced that the Government would be removing 
the mobility component of Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA) for those people who live in residential care 
homes. 

Disability charities and organisations, such as Mencap, are 
campaigning against this decision. We are all very concerned 
that, as an unintended consequence of this proposal, many 
people with a learning disability will no longer be able to afford 
to go out and meet with friends and families, participate in 
external social activities and engage with their local commu¬ 
nities. 

I believe the Government has misunderstood how disabled 
people use this important benefit. Without this vital lifeline, 
many disabled people in residential care will lose much of their 
independence. 

Mrs Katrina Cox, 
Viking Rise, Rowley Regis 


Spare a thought for hauliers 

Thanks to 
you for not 
forgetting 


RECENT appalling disruption 
caused by snowfalls is probably an 
indicator of what we will have to 
endure until the end of February. 
But whatever the weather throws at 
us, road haulage operators will be 
doing their absolute best to make 
sure its business as usual. 

If the snow returns with the same 
ferocity as last week it is inevitable 


Student 
protests 
are just 
the start 

THE protests are 
not just about student 
fees, it’s also about the 
EMA -(Education 
Maintenance 
Allowance) that is 
being scrapped, 

causing untold finan¬ 
cial hardship to thou¬ 
sands of sixth formers. 

This isn’t about paying 
back money, this is about 
sixth form students 
without a penny in their 
pockets. These kids can’t 
sign on, now they will 
lose £30 a week. From 16 
to 18 these kids will get 
nothing and then when 
they go on to university 
they will end up thou¬ 
sands of pounds in debt. 
Now the staggering 
SMETHWICK Royal Government cuts in 
British Legion once council grants will have a 
again wishes to thank devastating effect on 


we will see delayed deliveries over , i ra .i cervices acroqq Britain 

the Ghr^tmaq neriod the good people of Smeth- services across .Britain. 

th ^ h h n SrStoolo gy now the £ Battle 

norm, there can be no excuse for a ■■ t nwarr i s 2010 Now that the phoney 
driver to reach their destination only p ormv Anneal- Well done war is over ’ people will 
to find themselves unable to offload see that the cuts are 

their vehicle because their cus- turnout by the pubfic at going to slash social serv- 
tomer s employees have being dedication’s service lces > leave street strewn 
unable to get to their place of work Sundav November 14 w hh litter, destroy parks 
because of lack of Frit. Tf vou’ve on Sunday, November 14, and cloge libraries. 

The reality of these 
isn’t just student 
Instead of people 
condemming the stu¬ 
dents they will also find 
themselves on the front 
line when they realise it’s 
their battle too. 


because of lack of grit. If you’ve ? , ,v i n i 

battled through horrendous road ^ dby ^ scb °° cblb me reality oi tnese 
conditions to deliver the goods, the Nnvpmb „ r11 cuts isn’t just student 

loot tliinor mil want tn Vip mpt roitl io JNOVemDer 11, at 11am On n 


last thing you want to be met with is IVu • , ,, 

locked doors. both occasions at tbe 

Good communication is vital. 

Without it time, money and, possibly, 
lives will be put at risk. 

The wheels of the haulage indus¬ 
try must be kept moving and to that 
end local authorities must get their 
respective acts together at this criti¬ 
cal time. Keeping the main roads 
clear is not enough; the side roads 
must be maintained to an equal stan¬ 
dard of accessibility. 


Smethwick Cenotaph. 

We will not forget. 

Charles Rowley, 
on behalf of the Royal 
British Legion Poppy 
Appeal, 
Mansion Crescent 
Smethwick 


S TVaughan, 
Glastonbury Road, 
Birmingham 


Kate Gibbs 
Road Haulage Association, 
Weybridge, Surrey 


Write to The Editor, The Sandwell and Great Barr 
Chronicle at Chronicle Editorial, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES; or email 
sandwellchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 
Please include your name and address but state 
if you wish these details not to be published. 



mm it 

Ms® 
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WINDOW, CONSERVATORY, 
PORCH FASCIA & SOFFIT NEWS 


How has Rydale nult i|i an 
excel lent reputation? 


1KJWv'<rt.fcltM Itl ijdfcp TTv iplttVXTR)iti»t|fviL(ltlPQidM dll 
i- • ■■■ im i-IU nl «rbdn«»r* i*«i n In M i< r. .iltflllDraflB li 


i. • nm j.iimi :*•«!>'i* t.vtfuc corona iivi jib 

fV?i«lac b mry ciiicl ajdarv^ialWitlv tdi I ,Miivnlanif.7tip 
I'D.rtii irnlit)tt«ini7ir^](inpqidt/ dj*t»»kpau*'l fillip. 


WHO Alii SERVICES 

t wsawirff soobiehubb 


■*}■! (crsiij Ittie xa loc r»rt j »l-n •. t« e. lit* -flp vl», n • 

la/- Wu*-- b ircrf Iqm 30 j«it Y&ttotacifib fciiMt «r 
vt./ ^u/v \t* **fvw ™ »* r»prnHi(t? ■ o»-T fl* - .t . i iq.-d nr i i 
*1 t * hovnyr* 4 nti 

QrwlibvdiiNoNir n±ay ckM * n wMlttinw oHmiioom wi • tan&joo 

.1, r- nr. ;i nr-tr, i u * flj.l* v*fBitf>f ikUHry vratatio 

i* JO& MB 01 ihtylrtfcl# n j». ,-Ai i i -V i . li- E '• i i NUIO 
<MIV lic-or 4\ AM l«fcU«,dwdWftLMrV 3* t*4 tl yjil 

iHiitmrM 


CONSERVATORY 
REPAIR SPECIALISTS 


Tj^rPrflnT 


[VIA SSI 


Ryl U v< &< net tie iry i i^.vp cf ojr (wr** 5on or#, f<r, « #* tl p 

<in1*i Fxito imiiwn aiucfcd koi'l n txr j«t» o*t JO p$f<. N*?-jm fail 
*.tfp telwtftllOMr 1 Coittfllrt n»\ if at, Aim • j khz ml** 
j*i? F^iU« *jlj m oS .|<», Cl If ai dl|ibiLrb intaft p d4.*o 


AT RYWILE\YE CARE AWUT THECUSTOWEB, 
SFB!D lOURhlOWEiWBEij, 


Jill S1UVJIUUIJ& M mi Hill rill fUU AIL CUSUMII 


LOCKS 

SEALED 

UNITS 

GAMIBTS 


• SEALANT 

* HANDLES 
•FASCIA* 

GiriUKIM, 


_0121 6C9 4211 

^^Tevi i*r #*Teev.T>£* i w-w \jh«. 


ON ALL ORDERS 
PLACED NOW FOR 
JANUARY 
INSTALLATION 


SUPPLY ONLY WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES 

MASSIVE DISCOUNTS 


You are invited to visit one of tfie 
largest Conservatory and 
Win (low Shovmvons in tin UK 


WINTER SALE NOW ON 

Visit our Showroom & Factories for immediate quotations 


V W 

■ tZEa • 


/—s. 

»y. 


ELEPHONE: 0121 550 4211 

Open weekdays 9am to S.30pm, Sat 9am to 4pm, Sun CLOSED 

Lon* Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 


WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES, PORCHES, FISCUSI SOFFIT BOARDS 


* 

w 
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Christmas and New Year 
Bank Holiday Rubbish Collections 

/ ±f No change to your household rubbi sh and blue lid recycling 
B" collection 

Jfc No chang e to yo u r gr een box/jai rk b ag recyd i ng co llect io n. 

^ * 52 Re mem her that we now collect plastic^ caid/cand hoard and 

cartons 

If you h are a green box recycling collection you will receive a 
pirk bag for extra recydables you may have over Chiistmas 
and New Year 

If you have a pink bag recycling collection you will receive a 
second pink bag for extra recydables you may have over 
Chiistmasand NewYear 

Pink hags will he delivered week commencing Decern her 20th 

Leave all your lecyclahles out for collection together and keep 
separate fiom your normal ruhhish 

y ] Gaiden waste collections stait again in March 2011. Please look 
* ? o ut to r yo u r new co llectio n calendar in Fe h ruaiy 2011 

Collec ti on of real Ohi-is tmastiafls will he made between 
&58th Janu ary (all decorations need to he removed) 
pl^as^ Can to IbtklTco llect io n 

All ruhhish and recycling needs to he ieady hy &45am on your collection 
day as normal. 

Please note that we will not he taking hookings tor the collection of hulty 
or extra mhhish over dtiling this period. 

In the unlikely event that your ruhhish or recycling is not collected due to 
circumstances heyond our control eveiy effort will he made to ensure it is 
collected hy the end of the next working day. 

For more information: 

www.Bandwdl.gov.Lk contact@aandwell.gov.uk 0645 359 7501 

SwYUweJI CoMiti fliMiow worldly wil-i Smico to deliver yoi r it-fiic* ond cycling c^vice, 


jl Sandwel S8TCO 




CHRISTMAS 


thtchronide 


How to survive 
festive stress 



CHRISTMAS is a time to 
relax and enjoy spending time 
with your family and friends. 

To avoid any stress preparing for 
the big day - and too much indul¬ 
gence in festive food and drink - 
Canned Food UK with nutritionist 
and broadcaster Amanda Hamilton 
has devised some tips about 
staying healthy and stress-free 
during the season of goodwill. 

“The carb-fest that is the _ 

average Christmas lunch is 

accompanied by much moaning, groaning and rubbing of Santa- . , , restive 

bellies,” says Amanda. period and everyone can 

“To avoid this, try to plan meals. When you are at home, fill at ht hf m Pf nil ?.3 after 

least half your dinner plate with vegetables to stock up on nutrients the night before feeling 
that help your body to detox and burn fat. The best approach is to AmanHa ovnla,nc ' am 
batch cook once a week and freeze portions in advance.” 

Toxins 


Batch cook and freeze ahead so 
you can enjoy spending time 
with your family and friends 


For meals that can be cooked in bulk and frozen for a quick meal 
later on, try Canned Food UK’s Vegetable Hotpot or Chicken and 
Ratatouille Bake. 

As canned food is already cooked and need only be heated in 
minutes, vegetables such as green beans, carrots or cannellini 
beans can be added as a quick and easy accompaniment to a 
meal, and also count towards your five a day. 

We are likely to consume more alcohol than usual during the 



Amanda explains: “All 
alcohol contains toxins and 
in fact, the whole experience 
of getting intoxicated is 
simply giving your body so 
many toxins that it can’t 
process them quickly 
enough.” 

She has a top tip to 
combat the dreaded hang¬ 
over: “Take 500mg milk 
thistle or a dose of the tinc¬ 
ture before going out drink¬ 
ing, and take two more in 
the morning. 

“Most of us know that 
drinking plenty of water 
between alcohol helps, and 
lots before going to bed. 
Eating fruit is great the 
morning after - but to get 
vitamins back into your 
system, a smoothie is the 
best bet.” 



A smoothie is ideal to get 
vitamins back into your system 
after too much alcohol 


Chill out, don’t get all flustered over preparations 


Canned Food UK has a range of smoothie recipes using canned 
fruit, which will provide nutrients to make you feel better. 

Try the Banana Smoothie with Red Berries and Honey - which is 
great for a sore head and provides two portions of your five a day. 
In addition, berries are a great source of folic acid, which boost 
serotonin, helping to keep any seasonal stress at bay. 

Canned Food UK’s website has plenty of affordable and nutri¬ 
tional recipes that only need a few minutes’ preparation. 

With recipes and video demonstrations from celebrity chef 
James Martin, plus top tips from nutritionist Amanda Hamilton, it’s 
easy to whip up some delicious meals for a memorable occasion. 

• For more information on canned food and for recipe ideas, 
visit www.cannedfood.co.uk. 
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cordons GIN TOC L 
SMIRNOFF VODKA 

FOOL 

BELLS WHISKY 7KL. 

£9.49 


BACARDI 7KL 
MOUSGROUJ 

70!; L 


BAILEYS act 
£7.99 


JAMESON 

rocL 


MARTINI ASTI 

£5.49 


2!£15T£ 12 -99%2|£10 


BLOSSOM HIULRFD, WHITEi 
ECHO Ml£ 
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C3.9© 


)URW0I$IER BRANC 

TOCL 

JACK DANIELS 70 CI 


»ANKS’S MIL! 
A BITTER 
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REVIEWS 


thechnonicle 


Watch it when a plan 
comes together fool! 





THEA-TEAM M2) 

YOU need to be very willing to suspend a lot of disbelief for 
this film but it’s worth it. The A-Team based on the 70s hit 
series is a rip-roaring, eye-popping cartoon violence ride 
from the highly extended opening credits to the, leave-it- 
open-for-a-sequel ending. 

The A-Team has franchise 
written all over it and the next 
instalment has already been 
hinted at by one of the cast. 

This said the production 
value on this rollercoaster ride 
of military and counter intelli¬ 
gence double crossing is fan¬ 
tastic. 

The A-Team which, for 
those of you who don’t know 
stands for Alpha Team, is led 
by Liam Neeson who takes on 
the mantle made famous by 
George Peppard as Hannibal 
Smith. They make their 
appearance while exposing 
corruption in the Mexican 
police. 

Smith escapes the clutches 
of the authorities and, on his 
way to rescue “The Face” 
Liam Neeson putting a plan played by Bradley Cooper, 
together as Col Hannibal Smith, crosses paths with BA 
Baracus portrayed broodingly 
by Quinton “Rampage” Jackson and then links up, in the obvious 
place a psychiatric unit, with Murdock - Sharlto Copley. 

The Hollywood version of The A-Team has all the elements of the 
TV series from the montages of making ingenious devices from 
“scrap” or kit “acquired” from unknowing suppliers to the catch- 

i—I 

! 

I 

I 

LI 

Don’t mess with me fool - Quinton “Rampage” Jackson as 
BA Baracus. 


The A-Team from left, Bradley Cooper as “The Face”, Sharlto 
Copley as Murdock, Liam Neeson as Colonel Hannibal Smith 
and Quinton “Rampage” Jackson as BA Baracus. 

phrases such as “I’m going to kill you fool” and “I love it when a plan 
comes together” and ingenious ways of getting BA to fly. 

The film doesn’t take itself seriously and neither should the viewer, 
through the action sequences that are reminiscent of cartoon or 
computer games that have a level of violence and explosions which 
keeps your interest and yet never shows a dead body. 

Neeson leads his team on an unofficial mission to recover some 
US«dollar printing plates which could cause seriously problems for 
the USofA, and therefore the world’s, economy. As you would 
imagine the plan is meticulously drawn up by Smith and perfectly 
executed by his team, except for one little glitch when the plates are 
stolen. 

What the trusting A-Team souls didn’t know was the Colonel who 
sent them on the mission, the FBI and CIA and even more secret 
agencies behind it were all double crossing each other leaving the 
team to be the scapegoats. This provides the impetus for the rest of 
the plot as the four men of honour who are court marshalled and 
jailed seek to escape their captors, recover the plates, bring the true 
culprits to justice and clear their names - simple really. 

Steering 

There are fantastic action sequences which are completely over 
the top such as steering a tank which is falling to earth with the team 
inside it by using the recoil of firing the gun. The dialogue, although 
at times as corny as the 70s series, is never allowed to slow things 
down and very much in the Mission Impossible vein it uses all the 
latest technology, gadgets and hi-tech vehicles to add to the visual 
extravaganza. 

The A-Team is a lads’ film, it’s an eye-popping spectacle which like 
the KFC should be brought on a weekend with some beers then just 
switch off, tune in and enjoy the ride. 

The A-Team is out on DVD and Blu-ray now Cert 12. Special fea¬ 
tures on Blu-ray include an extended cut, behind the scenes fea- 
turettes and deleted scenes, while the DVD version’s extras include 
audio commentary and an A-Team mash-up montage. 

Danny Farragher 



Magic, madcap mirth 
and a feast of nostalgia 

MERLIN SERIES 3 (PG) 

THE first volume of the latest series, 
episodes one to six, is out now with 
the second volume and the complete 
series released on January 24. 

The tale of the boy wizard, going back to the 
teenaged years of the magician whilst learning 
his craft at Camelot, is very much a re-writing 
of the King Arthur legends for a modern audi¬ 
ence. There is more than hint of the Potter 
movies about this good-looking show, which 
has been a big hit in the Doctor Who slot on 
BBCTV. Weaknesses in the script are made up 
for with some nifty CGI effects. 

There are plenty of reliable actors in the cast 
including Richard Wilson as Arthur’s mentor 
Gaius and Anthony Head as nasty King Uther 
with guest appearances by such as Mark 
Williams, Emilia Fox and - always good value - 
Miriam Margolyes. 


THE GOODIES: 40TH ANNIVER¬ 
SARY EDITION; THE GOODIES... 

AT LAST; THE GOODIES AT LAST - 
BACK FOR MORE AGAIN 

Monty Python got the plaudits but 
arguably The Goodies were as influential 
on comedy in the 1970s. 

The trio of Bill Oddie, Graeme Garden and 
Tim Brooke-Taylor, like the main Pythons all 
members of Cambridge University’s Footlights 
Club, blended slapstick, satire and surrealism. 

For many, the vision of a giant kitten demol¬ 
ishing the Post Office Tower is as much a part 
of the 70s as tank tops and T Rex. They cer¬ 
tainly influenced the wave of “alternative” TV 
comedy that followed, particularly The Young 
Ones and Bottom. 

The 40th anniversary set contains 32 episodes over 
eight discs, including their investigation into the 
ancient Lancastrian art of Ecky Thump. 

The two-disc At Last includes Twinkle the kitten let 
loose on London and the two-disc Back For More 
Again sees The Goodies enlist the help of a giant 
Dougal from the Magic Roundabout. 

VAL PARNELL'S SUNDAY NIGHT AT 
THE LONDON PALLADIUM 

From ITV’s opening weekend to the end of the 
1960s, with a revival in the mid-70s, Sunday 
Night at the London Palladium had the nation 
glued to its screens. 

It was the big variety show in the age when TV really 
took off and viewers delighted in their weekly diet of 
showbiz razzamatazz from the West End. OK, one or 
two of the variety acts look pretty lame now, the 


dancers are rather chunky for modern tastes and the 
jokes don’t have the same snap. But this is a feast of 
nostalgia, featuring singers such as the jazz great 
Sarah Vaughan and that smooth crooner Bobby Darin, 
a youthful Adam Faith with the John Barry Seven, and 
comedy turns including the late, great Beryl Reid doing 
her best Brummie as Marlene. 

But some things don’t change... oneofthemain pre¬ 
senters of the primetime weekend TV show 50 years 
ago was Bruce Forsyth. 

One of the more curious broadcasts of the three- 
disc set is the strike edition from February 1961, a two- 
hander featuring only Brucie and Norman Wisdom. 

It is sad that some of the recordings have been lost, 
including those featuring The Beatles, Peter Cook and 
Dudley Moore, Sammy Davis Jr and, in her final 
appearance at the Palladium, Judy Garland. 


Leon Burakowski 
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f Famous * 
Grouse m 
£1 fl.49 each 

acardi Jk 


Jamesons 
Irish m 


Satuitlay 18th and Sunday 19th December 2010 

• Bells 70cl. £9.69 

• Smirnoff 70cl. £9.69 

• Gordons Gin 70cl. £9.69 

• Baileys 70cl. £7.99 

• Sciiirapy Jack 24 x 500ml. £15.99 

• Blossom Hill White Zinfandel, 3 bottles for..£10 00 

• Haidys Bin 53 Shiiaz, 3 Bottles for. £10.00 


ffossom 

Hill Red& 
White 

Only 3 for 


Fosters 8M| 
Strong bow 

Spe ciai Price in Store 

kartell Brandy 7M 


B&G LIQUOR J| 

F 334 Londonderry Road, Oldbury vK 
[ 0121552 3270 ^ 

national l ottery Available at this store 


B&G LIQUOR 

330 Pound Road, Oldbury 

01215442719 


( Teachers Vi 
& Morgans 
Spiced?*^ 

£9-99 each 
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the1oHj^uun>compuDy 


Freephone 0600 389 1 281 


Clairvoyants Chris * 


ME DIUMSW 

DcvaonrAEm- course 

Sfarfe 12ft JwiiMry 2011 
Ju*t£25 


READINGS A/AIAELEfrom £10 


0121 561 1347 

wwa ivoya n tdi m .«4m 



DAVIES BLINDS 

* Fsut Service 

* FREE Qu*te 

* FREE Fitting 

Calk 0121 624 2053 



LEISURE 


Wines for Christmas - a 
selection of top tipples 


H ERE are 
some recom- 
mended 
wines and ports for 
the festive table this 
Christmas. 

Croft Pink (widely 
available, £10.49). The 
first pink port should not 
be underestimated 



■r.. 


_ F, 



Chateaux Roumieu 
2007 


despite its girly hue - it’s 
as warming as sunshine 
in a glass. 

The light ruby colour is 
achieved by a light 
contact with the skins of 
traditional Port grapes. 

It is lighter than tradi¬ 
tional port, and has been 
marketed as a summer 
drink served over ice, but 
it is just as nice as a 
sweet aperitif in winter 
time. 

Dourthe La Grand 
Cuvee Sauvignon 
Blanc 2009 (available 
from Waitrose and 
Majestic). Crisp, citrus 
and elegant, this is a well 
balanced white wine 
made from 100 per cent 
Sauvignon Blanc grapes 
from Bordeaux chateaux, 
drawing upon 170 years 
of know-how. It’s avail¬ 
able for under a tenner. 

Dourthe Reserve 
2008 Montagne Saint- 
Emilion is a supple, 
well-rounded red. It is 
smooth and flavoursome 
with a good balance of 
bramble fruits and spice 
with a hint cedar. 

Bordeaux 

This Merlot-Cabernet 
Sauvignon blend from 
one of Bordeaux’s leading 
producers would go 
equally well with the 
Christmas dinner and/or 
the cheese course. It is a 
Christmas cracker at 
under a tenner for such a 
serious wine from Wait- 


Chateau Roumieu 
2007 (Co-Op, £7.99 for 
37.5cl). Rich and 
honeyed, this is a classic 
golden Sauternes with 
fruit and spice, particu¬ 


larly hints of pineapple 
and dried apricot. Great 
with Christmas pud or 
even a sticky toffee 
pudding, or give it a whirl 
with a blue cheese. 

Taylor’s 10 Year Old 
Tawny Port (widely 
available, priced around 
£18). A classic red port 
full of mellow fruitiness, 
though lighter than 
some. It would go down 
equally well served with 
mince pies or cheese. 

Fonseca Terra 
Prima Organic Port 

(Waitrose, priced 

£15.49). Quite a rare 
find, a port produced 
from organically grown 
grapes Portugal. This 
natural beauty certainly 
packs plenty of intense 
berry and cherry 
flavours. 

Taylor’s Quinta De 
Vargellas Vintage 2001 

(Tesco, Waitrose and 
Majestic). Expect to pay 
between £25 to £28 for 
this soft and velvety port 
from Taylor’s flagship 
vineyard, where the 
grapes are still trodden 
by foot. There is cedar- 
wood and spice flavours 
in this rich port. 

It should be decanted 
and then drink within 48 
hours of opening, that 
should not be a problem. 

But if you can avoid 
temptation this Christ¬ 
mas, it will keep in the 
bottle for many years to 
come and only improve 
with age. LB 

Pictured right:*Top, 
Dourthe La Grand 
Cuvee Sauvignon Blanc 

2009; bottom, Taylor’s 
10 Year Old Tawny Port 




thechronicle 


Food news: 
light bites 

FOODIES visiting 
Birmingham’s Brindley- 
place are now even better 
served with a selection of 
top-nosh eateries. 

Yo! Sushi, the Japan¬ 
ese conveyor belt eating 
experience, has opened a 
second branch in the city. 

Already a fixture at 
Selfridges food hall, Yo! 
Sushi has opened a new 
restaurant beside the 
canal at Brindleyplace, 
just off Broad Street. 

The food and drink 
menu will mirror the 
fresh sushi that the 
brand is famous for, 
mainly delivered to 
diners via the central 
conveyor belt, but also 
offering a wide variety of 
Japanese soups, rice or 
noodle dishes, salads, 
and hot classics like 
salmon teriyaki. 

Nearby, Carluccio’s 
has opened an Italian 
deli and cafe at The 
Water’s Edge. 

FIVE chefs turned up 
the heat in the kitchen in 
a bid to find the Black 
County’s hottest young 
cooking talent. 

They were taking part 
in Future Chef 2011, 
which aims to find the 
best 14-to-16-year-old 
chef in the country. The 
youngsters, from schools 
in the Black Country and 
Staffordshire, were given 
90 minutes to cook a two- 
course meal for £6. 

City of Wolverhampton 
College hosted the cook¬ 
off judged by Birming¬ 
ham-based chefs Nick 
Turner and Edward 
Attwell, and college lec¬ 
turer in hospitality and 
catering, Heath Arnfield. 

Scott Gutteridge, from 
Dormston School in 
Sedgley, came out on top, 
ahead of Jonathan Reed 
from RSDA Academy, 
Tipton, and will be in the 
Midlands final at Univer¬ 
sity College Birmingham 
on January 15. 



v/lpTOH SENSE; 


Wise man serfs used car 
on motors.coMk 


where one-off fee means he 
doesn’t spend a fortune. 


Find peace of mind, not piece of scrap 


In partnership with EXp^0SS 


www. ex press and st ar.com/motors 
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Chlvas 

Regel 

70d 

£ 19*99 


Southern 

Comfort 

70d 

£14.99 


Samhucn 

Luxardo 

70d 

£13.99 


Malibu/ 

Wamlnks 

AdvocaatTOd 

£9.49 


Carling Lager 
24 x $OOMl 
Special Price 
In store 


Taboo 

70d 

£5.49 


Carlsberg 

Lager 

24 x 500#nl 

£13.99 


Carlslberg 
Export Lager 
24 x ?OOtal 

£16.49 


Grolsch 
24 X ?OOml 

£16.49 


Lager 

24 x ?OOml 

Special Price 
In store 


16 64 

24 x $OOml 

£16.49 


Gulness 

Draught 

24 x 900ml 

£19*99 


Budweiser 

24 x 900ml 

£18.99 


Strongbow 

24 x 900ml 

£14.99 


Woodpecker 

24 x 900ml 

£14.99 


Blossom Hill 
White/Red 
/Rose 5 for 

£9-99 


Newcastle 
Brown Ale 

900ml 4 for 

£ 5.00 


Stella 
24 bottles 

£18.99 


Budweiser 
24 bottles 

£18.99 


MANY MORE OFFERS 
IN STORE 

Offers Start 15th December 
to 1st January 2011 

Be el's. Lagers & C idei'S (all cans ■500ml except v/lie-re indicated) 


Echo Wines 
Whlte/Red 
5 for 

£9-99 


143 Hamstead Roi 

Opening times: Monday 


v i ^ . h -v 
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Express & Star 
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baby Included, please 
fill in the coupon 
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Express & Star 

Sired, Wolverhampton WV1 ICS 

01902 317878 

m.hogg@oxprea8andfttar.co.uk 
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GAMES 
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Getting creative 


with your NDS 


Art Academy (Nintendo) 

GET creative with your DS or DSi 
with this learning to draw and paint 
package. Your artist guide Vince will 
help you pick up the basics and, if 
not exactly a masterpiece, you 
should soon have some pretty 
decent pictures to show off to your 
friends. 

You can also use the DSi/Dsi XL 
camera to turn your photos into works of 
art. 

The stylus can act as various sorts of 
brush or type of pencil from 2H to 2B 
and reacts in a very realistic way on your 
touchscreen canvas. 

You have a palette to call upon with 
colour wheel, paint tubes and water with 
which to mix the paints. 

Vince is ready to give budding artists 
some tips or you can always go into free 
paint mode if you just want to get on with 
creating a freehand picture. Mistakes 
can easily be put right. And when you're 
happy with the results, you can store 
more than 80 pictures in your own 
gallery. 

The Penguins of Madagascar 
(3, THQ) 

Join the mischievous penguins from 
the hit Madagascar animated movies, 
Skipper, Kowalski, Rico and Private on 
stealthy missions as they take on three 
tasks: Throwing King Julien a birthday 
party, finding the missing Mort and 
ridding the zoo of snow. This involves 
plenty of wisecracks, lots of fun mini¬ 
games and some pretty nifty acrobatic 
moves by these tough guy penguins. 
Good fun. 

Super Scribblenauts (12, WB) 

Already one of the most imaginative 
games on DS, Scribblenauts has been 
massively improved in its Super sequel. 
The hero Maxwell is a lot easier to 
manoeuvre now he’s controllable with 
the game pad, though if you prefer you 
can still use the stylus to guide him. 

But in the game tagged Think It, Write 
It, Solve It’ it’s the amazing range of 
creatures and things you can create in 
the game simply by writing the word for 
it that impresses. In this new version 
many thousands of words are recog¬ 
nised - excluding rude words and trade- 


names - and for the first time you can 
use adjectives too, so whereas once you 
wrote ‘mouse’ and the familiar little 
beast was conjured up, now you can 
write ‘flying mouse’ to create your own 
fabulous mutant. 

Your imagination can really take flight 
as you create ways to help Maxwell 
complete his challenge. He’s got more 
than 100 puzzles to solve, in order to win 
his ‘Starite’ rewards. This will keep kids 
occupied for hours. 

Pictionary (3, THQ) 

The popular board game is brought to 
the DS to test your descriptive powers 
and drawing ability as you try to guess 
words from sketches made by other 
members of your team or by your Nin¬ 
tendo DS. There are easy, medium and 
hard settings and solo, pass and play 
and co-op quiz versions of the game. 
Your DS-owning friends can also join in 
with a wireless game. 

101 In 1 Sports Megamix 

(3, Nordcurrent) 

101 games in one may sound too 
good to be true and in a way it is 
because these are not high quality sims 
from the Lithuanian games house Nord¬ 
current. You start off with 10 sports and 
unlock the others as you earn 
points playing the existing 
games. 

Little skill is involved and 
some of the games are very, 
very repetitive. There are multi¬ 
player and wireless options if 
you want to share the tedium. 

Princess Isabella 
Witch’s Curse (7, GSP) 

More than 130 scenes to 
explore and 40 puzzles to 
solve as Princess Isabella and 
her fairy guide try to lift the 
curse placed on the royal 
family, trapping them behind 
mirrored walls. There’s also 
some monsters to battle and 
mini-games to play before the 
final showdown with the witch. 

The graphics are a little disap¬ 
pointing given that this is a port 
from a PC title but this remains 
a solid adventure game for 
kids. 


Nintendo DS/DSi round-up 
by Leon Burakowski 


; » 
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Art Academy can make you a DS artist 
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Cushty! Easy 
steps to gift 
buying 


THESE Boots are made for Christmas 
gift shopping and with a store close at 
hand for most people they are much more 
than just a chemist’s. 

If you are stuck for ideas check it out. There are 
many three for two offers with items for all ages. If 
you are looking for a gift for someone who is a dab 
hand in the kitchen, keen on photography or loves 
the health and beauty lines you will find something 
there to suit. 

Pick up a catalogue and you can choose from the 
comfort of your home or go online. 


Cushty! These slippers are guaranteed to 
be an instant hit with their cool image of 
the Peckham Traders. They have a 
gold-coloured lining and a Weenicon 
branded outsole. Price: £12. Available in 
three sizes (7/8,9/10,11/12) 


For the lover of spicy 
heat, the peri-peri chilli 
is the fiery fellow who 
delivers the knockout 
punch. Nando’s rub set 
features a hot peri-peri 
seasoning rub and 
lemon and herb rub and 
comes with ceramic 
dish. Price: £8 
(part of 3 for 2 offer) 


OK, you either love it or hate it 
... but if you know someone 
who loves Marmite on their 
toast every morning this is the 
ideal gift for them. The 
Marmite toast rack is £10 
(part of 3 for 2 offer) 


It’s Christmas and that 
means party time. Perfect 
eyes have never been easier 
to do yourself with this 
expert Perfect Eyes 
collection from Ruby & 
Millie. Price: £16 
(part of 3 for 2 offer) 


All would-be catwalk 
models can treat 
themselves to this hot 
new Fearne Cotton 
Gloss Over It Lip 
Gloss set which 
has eight lip glosses 
Price: £10 
(part of 3 for 2 offer) 
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Booking in ^ 
with gift ideas 


Spread a little cheer 
with these witty ones 

As well as a large range of books on all 
manner of subjects Summersdale 
Publishers offer a fantastic range of 
humourous books at stocking filler prices 


Green-fingered 
fanatics will love 
the quips and 
quotes in this 
little gemcalled 
Gardening Wit 
(Price: £9.99) 
There’s a saying 
for every season 
and it’s an ideal 
way to wind down 
after a hectic day 
digging in the 
garden 


For richer for 
poorer, forever for 
Pete’s sake! How to 
Survive Marriage is 
due out in the spring - 
in time for the Royal 
wedding! In the 
meantime others in 
the series include 
How to Survive 
books on parent- 
hood/retirement/uni¬ 
versity (£4.99) 


You Know You're a Cat 
Lover When.. .you 
perch precariously on 
the arm rest rather 
than evict your feline 
friend from the best 
seat in the house. 
Sounds familiar? 
If so you will love 
this offering 
Price: £4.99 


For more details or to check the book 
listsings go to www.summersdale.com or 
call 01243771107 






YOU’VE bought the main presents but 
maybe looking for something to top up the 
present pile but not spend too much. 

Books, DVDs and CDs are an ideal choice 
and always go down well. They cover all 
intetests and you are bound to find something 
on the shelves at the book or music shop that 
will fit the bill. 


London in the 1950s was 
vibrant with artists, musicians 
and intellectuals. Right in the 
heart of the city, Soho was like 
a village community filled with 
cafes, pubs and clubs. And on 
the tiny stage of one of these 
- the 21 ’s Coffee Bar - many 
legendary musicians began 
their careers. Price £9.99 


The Modern Girl’s Guide to 
Fabulousness is laid out as an 
A-Z uncovering places and 
services in addition to featur¬ 
ing experts who offer their 
pearls of wisdom. This 
lifestyle bible gives you the 
fast track to the coolest 
places, services and products 
around. Price: £9.99 


For these and to check out other titles go to 
www.bookguild.co.uk 



Following his unique and successful six- 
part BBC sitcom Grandma’s House, Simon 
Amstell is back with his much-acclaimed 
live show Do Nothing Live. 

Simon’s new stand-up show has proved 
to be a major a hit 
across the UK and in 
New York and 
reveals a departure 
from his popular 
Never Mind The 
Buzzcocks present¬ 
ing role, revealing an 
awkward, honest 
and hilariously 
candid side to 
Simon. 








We all love an underdog. Who 
can forget plucky Southend 
United as they took on giants 
Manchester United in the 2006 
Carling Cup ... and won! Lifelong 
football fan Derek Watts has 
gathered together 50 of these 
sweet moments of how teams 
carried the day against all the 
odds. Price: £12.99 




With more than one million 
theatregoers having seen the 
show the new album Dream- 
boats and Petticoats Four is 
destined for success. 

Featuring 52 hits from Rock 
‘n’ Roll legends including Elvis, 
Chuck Berry, Roy Orbison, Cliff 
Richard and the Shadows, 
Adam Faith, Paul Anka, Billy 
Fury, Buddy Holly and many 
others, the Dreamboats and 
Petticoats series is fast becom¬ 
ing the‘NOW...’of the Rock‘n’ 
Roll generation. 

And for Christmas there is the 
Dreamboats & Petticoats: The 
Christmas Albuml with 
favourites like Rockin' Around 
The Christmas Tree. 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


A place where it’s always Christmas 


The Young Oxford Book 
of Christmas Poems 
(paperback, £8.99, 

Oxford University Press) 

A delightful anthology of poems 
for the Christmas season from 
Advent, through Christmas and 
ending with the promise of spring. 


t ft 

CxD 

t ol 


The nicely illustrated collection is 
reflective, celebratory, thought- 
provoking, and humorous, with a 
focus on well-known poets, such as 
John Betjeman, John Masefield, 
Walter de la Mare, Gerard Manley 
Hopkins, Dylan Thomas, Wendy 
Cope, Seamus Heaney, and Ben¬ 
jamin Zephaniah, among others. 

Forever X 

(paperback, £5.99, 

Oxford University Press) 

Despite being the height of 
summer, it's 'Forever Christmas' at 
the strange hotel where the Shep¬ 
herd family have to stay after their 
car breaks down. 

But something even stranger 
than the never ending festivities is 
going on behind the scenes in 
Geraldine McCaughrean's 

sparkling blend of comedy and 
drama. 

At 107 pages, it's a quick read 
but an enjoyable one from the pro¬ 
lific children's writer, whose other 
novels include the Neverland 
sequel Peter Pan in Scarlet, Stop 
The Train and A Little Lower Than 
The Angels. 


Moominland Mindwinter 
(hardback, £12.99, Puffin) 

Moomintroll wakes up early from 
hibernation to find his valley turned 
into a winter wonderland but the 
little creature also has to deal with 
loneliness and other new experi¬ 
ences in this delightful book from 
the Finnish writer Tove Jansson, 
with lovely little illustrations. 

She wrote lots of these Moomin¬ 
land stories before her death in 
2001, aged 87, and Moominland 
Midwinter was first published in 
English in 1958. 

The Unstoppable 
Ramona and Beezus 
(paperback, £7.99, 

Oxford University Press) 

Four books in one edition about 
mischievous Ramona and her long- 
suffering big sister Beezus. 

The American siblings created by 
Beverly Cleary have been a hit with 
young readers since the 1970s. 

Earlier this year the girls’ adven¬ 
tures were turned into a movie. 

Leon Burakowski 


ALBUM REVIEWS 


Glee-ful festive season 
with US TV favourites 


2010 was the year of Glee, 
the US TV show about a 
High School's singing club. 

The show's brilliant blend of 
comedy, drama and music won 
a loyal following and conquered 
the pop chart with the cast's 
cover versions and 'mash-ups' 
of popular songs. 

According to the statistics, every 
other viewer of Glee has bought at 
least one of the Glee albums. Now 
Glee is set to conquer Christmas 


too with Glee: The Christmas 
Album including the Glee rendi¬ 
tions of Oh Holy Night, Jingle Bells, 
Baby It's Cold Outside and Last 
Christmas, amongst others. 

In the UK fans have downloaded 
more than two million Glee tracks 
and in America the phenomenal 
success has included three chart¬ 
topping albums. 

In the US Glee has now sur¬ 
passed The Beatles for most 
appearances by non-solo artists in 
the Billboard Top 100. 

Latecomers can get up to date 


with Glee: The Music - Best of 
Season One featuring the major 
hits, including Don't Stop Believin', 
Somebody To Love, Sweet Caro¬ 
line, the Halo-Walking On Sunshine 
mash-up, Total Eclipse of the Heart, 
Poker Face and Over The 
Rainbow... plus some karaoke 
tracks for the fans (known as 
'Gleeks') to singalong to. 

With aUKarenatourfeaturingthe 
cast and a new series in 2011, the 
Glee bandwagon will keep on 
rolling for some time yet. 

Leon Burakowski 
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vine 


Ettablished over JOyrs and still growing! 

Y/e ere a smell I family business with an am to offer good quality food and drinks at 
afforded e |iicei Y/e offer a selection of both Indian cuisine as well as traditional |iib 
meals seven days a week. Y/ell establ islied and knowi in the region and beyond! 


Freshly Homemade Curries, Battles ft 
Tandoori BBQ to make your mouth water! 


Families welcome* Business lunches 


FOOD NOW SERVED ALL DAY 
SATURDAY& SUNDAYS 


^^^^nduding cuiUientk Gurries & Bailies and our famous Tandoori BBQ 

Ho boohing required * Fidly licensed bar 

0121 553 2866 www.thevine.co.uk 

152 Roebuck Street, Vtest Bromic h, B70 6RD 


VISA 




Sherborne Stree 
Birmingham B16BDE 
Telephone 0121 455 6163 
'•jjQ Fax 0121 455 62)62 

■ Email: email@slieiborneidiai1.co.uk 
Vlfebc http//wwv.sherborneiidiarf.cauk 

THE ORIGINAL 

Search For Santa 

Goine along and brig lie p'lin ups fa lielp look for Santa oi 
Hie City Cento cai<te Join one of oir luxury naro'nboatsi 
equipped '.sill lie latest Snta detecing teclnology... 


Ewy ttyfim UMwihylst Ihctnbir ■ Fifty 2 th Dttttiw 


Mtp dp it tom Hie liMioral Gawaion Cate 

Eiay iiJ noire i git, babies aider 12mifts g» 
Int aid •» 4* ut iVrn aiawenoaiietl aOals! 

Tickets {7.50 each 
Parties Special Price £6.50 each ^ 

jiflj pepk Intiij is ttorfiltorel 

tinpMh lewrtiieity-loitltohbfei 
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Special 




Calling 500ml. 24 cans £14.39 

8 for £5.40 

Catling Piemiei 24 cans £17.99 

8 for £6.50 

Fosteis 500ml 24 cans £14.79 

8 for £5.40 

Kionenbourg 500ml . 24 cans £15.79 

8for £6.00 

Stella 500ml 24 cans £17 99 

Cailsbeig 500ml 24 cans £13.99 

Cailsbeig Expoit 500ml 24 cans £15.49 

C, ro Is eh 500ml 25 cans £16 99 

Hlisten Pits500ml 24 cans £15.49 

8 for £5 50 

Heineken 500ml 24 cans £19.99 

8 for £7.10 

Bmlweisei 500ml 24 cans £19.99 

8for £7.00 

Red Sliipe 500ml 24 cans £17.49 

8 for £7.00 

Becks £1699 

Bleaker 500ml . 24 cans £17.99 

T Super. S Super K Super. S Brew 

24 cans £24 00 
Strengbow 24 cans £13.99 

Tetleys Bitter 440ml 24 cans £14.99 

Tetleys Smooth Flow 440ml 

.24 cans £14.39 

Worthingtons . 24 cans £12.99 

John Smith's 500ml 24 cans £17.99 

Guiness 0might 24 cans £13.99 

Gwiness Original 24 cans £18.49 

8 for £6.50 

Guiness 330ml bottles 24 cans £19.99 

6 for £5 00 

Tyskie 24 cans £18.49 

8 for £6.50 


Leeh 

8 For £6.50 

Carisbeiy Expoit bottles 24 pack £13.99 
San Miguel bottles £12.99 

Holsten Pils bottles. .8 For £5.50 

Cailsbeig bottles £9.99 

Peroai 330ml bottles 24 pack £18.99 

4 bottles £3.49 
Budweiser 330ml bottles .24 pack £17.90 
Stella Arlois 330ml bottles 24 pack £15.98 
Stella Aito is 660ml bottles 3 lar JBSL00 
Becks 275ml bottles 2D peck £8.49 

SPIRITS 

Vedka 1 litre. £9.99 

Baileys (Mill) 1 lilie £9.99 

WINE 

Black Tewei . Any3 for £10.00 

Blossom Hill Red/White 3 For £8.99 

Any Echo Falls 31 £10.00 

Echo Falls Red/Wbite/Rese 3 For £8.99 
Oxfoid Landing Chaidonnay/Cabeinet 
Sauvignon 75d .2 for £8.00 

Blossom Hill Whitt Zinlandel 

2 for £7.50 

Auction House75d ariyS lor £18.00 

Las Montanas 75d any 3 for £10.00 
Pacific Heights 75el ary 3 for £10.00 
J.P 3 for £10.00 

Lindemans Tollana Chaidonnay 
75d any 3 for £10 00 

Italiau 75d any 2 for £5.01 

HaidysV.H for £10 00 

Haidys Stamp 2 for £8.00 

Stowells 75cl any 3 for £10.00 

SubjscUa avajlabilrty 


CHfeis may \«ry Correct at lure of printing 

Many more Special Offers instore 
Open: Mon-Sat 11am - 10pm Saaday 12 aooa - 9pia 
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Do your spices pass 
the East End test? 



Our buyers go to extraordinary Lengths, searching the world's continents 
for the finest spices, testing for purity, taste and quality at source. Once 
in the UK our spices are tested again before being re-cleaned and ground 
in our own spice mill; creating the spices of exceptional quality, purity, 
aroma and flavour that our customers adore. 


Cast Cnd 



are,. 



Tel: -*44(0)121 553 1999 Website: www.eastendfoods.co.uk Email: info0eastendfoods.co.uk 
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Front Doors 
Fully Htted 
All Inclusive 

£450 


c 


RECSB 


I T1BLD 


IC2RD 


T1TC 


M1MC 


C1MC 


M1BKF 


IT1CGB 


4 ^ 




T1 DC 


C2CSB J1CR 


IC1GB 


R1HC 


COLOUR KEY 

■ Resin 
Lead 

Sandblast 

Resin 

Bevel 

■ Georgian 
Bar 

■ Fusion 
Bevel 


Back tars 
Frily Fftted 
Al Indusne 

£400 



Look Out For 

www.sn 


ur Next Amazing Offers 

windows.co.uk 


MANUFACTURERS OF UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 


U 


Bi Wi 




Suppliers Of A-C Rated Windows, Door and 
Conservatories And All Building Work 

Visit Our Showroom 56 Roebuck Lane, 
West Bromwich, West Midlands B70 6QP 
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Ml One Mu jiiyl Hit Doy Ml 
Film Tie Gmt of KiATone. 
( 1001 ) 

Ml DeJTeMiiff. Frjcerie 

LiiLidetohklehie 

(fei^it '.-vlien Cq>tin 

PiljiiT.ijnriiyi b 

(icie|xtiNe brotlter 
yiteorjicliee Jiclterry 
IKirtwfor looeil 
■Jyitnriee CLieeio 
ooniedw ctrriiy flrti nw 
Lovte. P) 

Ml IhilHMUrfLEdiiiLiyl 

ElLtot^Kkler, oohiimiij 
ootirtier to Q.ieen 
ElisLiwtiil, tf«c ci 
L^irted ^xiiij bid on tie 
lienuncefiiit - 
Liijr.-wie tite feflo.-v ie 
not yiite '.vlvit lie 
ceemo (IF) 

t,IIHn»ldMeBhtbA 

Ik-.v^ Ir'iM. 

Alertnder flrmctroiiy 
It:-etc- m eelendwl 
■jordon of tite eotirioeil 
■xrreit erftire op.ii=, '.vtii 
oomeduii Roce- NoJ>ie 
joiiiiiy rey.fj¥tejim 
oq>t.ine I Jin Hielop .m:l 
Fl1.iI Merbn 

IMt 41 f[L. '.I'h'rdl Eil Ebiie^ 
Rioli H.il Jixl RoJ> 
&^don (F) 

1 MI bhnilb HMb 

bill S*i> 

□ooiiinentJT^ ofvirtiiy 
tiie ooinerlbinb rice to 
f.iTie^ fe.-tnrinj 
iiter , iie'.vc , . i vtii lie 
ffieiyle 

IL 1 I Rim: Tie Dtowiiiy Fooi 
( 1075 ) Tliilier ce<p.iet cturiiy 
FjilJ Mevjm.il ±JH Metinia iFm 
M l EEC Mevje Ml Cloee. 


Ml Cl TV: Tlte FLrly CLf j. 91 
TooivtA. Ml Merit. Ml TieX 
Fjiotor. fl=i) 1 U 4 Tlic Morniy 
EotLrd.Tr: tL£l I TV Mevjq 
Weatiier. IUI Vori'-je Been 
RjiYted (IF) UH Coron.-tion 
Street 30 "0.10, 30 Momeite i|Fi) 
Ml FIiyi A Ciiderelji Story. 
( 200 +) MIFlm P.V M>»riLiiib 
Womier Ei^Mriim ( 3007 ) U 1 
Reyicrvil Ro^fLimmec HI ITV 
hfevjc^ '.iVettiter. 

Ml Peutb Pb *Mt 

Pii n lihi Fiejedinj tite 
reo.it of tiie ITV 
, iio.vere- ,, rote. 

W lb Oib: Cthklv 

j^i u lrl Aotor Joe 
G.-vutcIi Jiid redity TV 
etir I'ely Oeb-orne 
|:■ Lij.: for olvrity L.ict in 
tiieceriec. 

Ml *PJp» tbOMA lx™, .i 
te.-iolier, a ixqjerty 
■:lejeloi:er jii>:I ji r.^:'|:er 
try:to ii^jreee 30 enj^e 
■.vomen, .ndLict '.teekb 
ooL^dee- yo ontiteir 
djtec. FcKhty 
Mo^.inieeo preceite. 

t. B FUl: V* 

Dta> ( 3001 ) A woiYkni 
bey no Jino.vyeoF I jy 
reeol'iiiy to find loie 
Jin:I fi'je up her l:oid 
lidxte. Fiomnitio 
oomekneed on 
Helen Fiekliiyb noief, 
■.vitii Renee Zefkveyer, 
Hnjhi'^r.nt jii>:I Coin 
Fiitli 

lUinviivMiVhmb. 

IUI S 4 i«:Llv*bhAt. 

Tlte eii-pyer | 5 erforme 
■.vitiitlie Ffc-yd 
Flilurmoiio Conoert 
OdiectM. 

tUI Tlte Zone. Sltopjniy .it:I 
iiter.-iotwe ynmiiy In/ F-lev.c. 
He.t:liter:-. UlSrrfme. (F) Ml 
Gene .ltd Dti^tere Ml ITV 
hi^teoreen Ul rTV Mxiinj 
hfevje 


Ml G-ii Md. if(i MIY:. Gcihci 
GiNx-i (Fi) HI "jiVorkl Sjjort HI 
Sotiiiy IB Tie Moniity Line. 
LBT+ Qte Tree HI. T 4 : 
Ukiy Bsty (F) W.» T 4 : Kcfio 
F&p. tl» -fl: ErrlecyLe: T 4 
Moiie Gjeoiji 11 JJ T 4 : Friervlu 
flF) ttil T 4 : HiJIyx-iie Mudo 
Gtevj ClTietm.-ie Speoid. Ul 
Clvinef 4 Fbtxiiy Ml Come 
Dine vjvtii Me. (F) JtB Come 
Dine vjrtii Me. ^F) Ml Rim 
Hcrton Heere a '^tcl ( 2008 ) 
F+emiere. AiiiYoted oomedy 
fejtiritytiie'iotoeof -.iniC.-uey: 

Ml C*LM»Db» 7 LMtl». 

■VJti.eJ te.tiJter N.tiie 
MoiTicioii 1 1 octet lie tiird 
iKirty in fSLneyo.u rtF) 
Ml CeuttDbe viflhlle. 
Goott Bcrtii'.tiok Itoete 
tite i^enitimL-te diner 
iKirty in ^bicyo.ti rtF) 
9 lfl»ut»H»viklk 
Helen Ftinooekliocte 
titeliml diner |XTtyin 
fljieyo'.ti (R 
VI 4 «uihI 11 b.vt. 

Ill E^pbrinj 

tite reiejni>:e of Jeoie 
inmwlernBrit.111 
tJH Ptr> 

Paribl arifbteh Tlte 
neoeecjFyi ele monte for 
ji |>erfeot Clirictmeie 
D.ny fi) 

tJH vk***iiA nr* 

h*nQriHtt<*Tlw 

d.ioi>LnnMo.v'lfee¥ 
oeleljr.-tK'ii:-. Lict iitiie 
ceriec. iTi'i 

Ml Ibtlwi Pot i *4 Duty 

Lf.v. 

IUI PUt SOTTflleiht. 

( 2001 ) Sjjoof I to it or 
eeriLiel, etirrinj Anin 
F.irie. 


Ml Mhelidtel 1 MIK D IMI 
UEFA ELiofxi Le.>p.ie Hdiifite. 
IUI Vxr Gport Ittl Tlte 
S.iclyet Siov.i. (F) ttf lEj-lrenie 
Rclivi vjUi FFcIjcoii Green, f) 
Ul Rln: M.ihjlty: or Mice. 
0004 ) Feetiie eon'ite-dy; etTrinj 
Georye Lo^eo. Ml FtIyi: Cr.icy: 
for ClTiebii.t:.. ( 3003 ) Femi^ 
(kent; et.-iriiiy Andeei Rotii 
Ul Fim Ceil Me CIjuc. ( 3001 ) 
ClTiebYiLTefLiniyickLiim ctrriiiy 
'Altoo^ Goldwry. 


7£* PT.^Ik-.v*. 

91 lb IbtAlfMii .i 

feeti'ie whion of tite 
ofine ckLiTiLvtiieteLiin 
iiTiectiy.'tee'.'vlien ci 
memlwr of the Mdioivi 
Gooiety of Aitiieitio 
Gillie ie nirdeied. 
Stininj SintjnB.+.er 
.ind RoIjinTuney (F) 
t.t IIOG Tlte teoin here 


tiiet Jin old enemy Inc 
ret,rne:l, .it:I GiM>eie 
dictreeeed to Io.tii he ie 
heiiiy tiyeted Jietiie 
oriniivib neot'iiotim 
^leetetirriiTy Fiidcff 
ML-rtin f) 

MICStOtaeSOTue 

b li|l ll l lL F.Ttt'.-VD 
oft.vo. Tie ttin 


oo-oijeretee'.-vitii ji 
eeri.i kilerto yet 
iiformetion on Dr 
Jekyil, '.vlileLLityebn 
leime of tite fete 
iT.'vuitiiiy tite neel 'iiotim. 

IIV. CG Mijinib 


Horjtio Cdne ixirenee 
.1 orimiid inhlff.v\trk 
IUI CSt IIV. Dtiiry yeto 
tr.-p>|:e:l in ji |xmo 
room. (IF) 


IH hjmoftiteHIL UIFIni Ai 
E'ierLictny Fieoe. ( 3000 ) 
Comedy etTriitn Eoiry: MoE'ioy 
Liid&LinOEya-ie JillEtatheno 
A Sttere. f) Ml EFl f) t.» 
QiefeeHIt 


tLH Snj.eTC.-idn:. f JI Foler. 
f) HI Tie Fenily Fied|e f) 
IH H.iinb Heiidiie. f) 111 
Tie Mhelvitel SIiovjl f ) Ul 
Tltcmne A Rieixle. JFi) 111 
Fiojiytite FLtciiy Ccw. f) 


im 

VM- ITr jt dK> Clrktinjt klevbe tjttflie 
Mkj Fj'l'j: Bee-t jihI '.Vortt W.i -UtTlie 
Kkj Fj'±a:TliH. 'Aiiiier'e- Story iOtj 1 U* 
Flni E.'jii . J iith| 11 h.i (£M?) fUiU- Celeb-rik.i 
Jiiicec JL 5 S^eoul 

IIV* 

MtkloHi: UUVliKfeda kkrte UtA^ilu 
Chrietie'e- Forot fM , J , Txidi -J Froet fW 
Crjd»r 

im 

VM FI mi TIb KIji From die Abirto ( 1 :>H(i 
'JJ» Fin: EIik-l- Erotiiert- £000 (100$) W 
Fliii In Ei*ir^ Cainky (flW) 1 ***Crid«t: 
Tlie. J d:.lK.L.fL**niii kh'l KLi:■:( 1 =i 7 =Ti 

BBCIWtS 

»Tcf G*j URin Cidi hie f "Vbii Cjii 
(£ 00 £) A oohiiijii liee- lie vjj,' joocc Ainerioa, 
poeiiy iX- jpl'l, j 'lootorjitl j Livyw, vjiile 
■ntvibhi die FE 1 jt «v«ry bim. Fjd-bnce>l 
•Irjiiu, L-tiriiij Leauhlo DCjprio JhlTan 
Hjiik. Itlir Fi 11 l-l- el I Hovjunl Lr.y.: 
Db 1 :i le • k =-1 ie l-. . j . peifoinniioeby dieoom»>luiL 
fLlr-Fjiii,' Ziff HUtAirorioaiiDL)ll 

BBCFOUIt 

9 * Lie *j**Fofi hhido & Clirvbnx Ut 
'.VjI Ji'l*r: Rrw.dl lUV-Fiddttiibjdi Fnk 
fL'tTxn Jai«c d die EEC 

E4 

VuV-hLike I tor Eke if It UtlFriai'k- VM 
Betty WtTlie Bij Baiy Tlieory 4 *t Ho;j I 
hlet 'itNir hldier UU-Rienlc- tMU hleet lie 
Fjreitt 

FftlU 

t^Tlie ITdlviy Story (£000) ttrt kt-niito 
( 105 G) WfTimer i Hoooli ( 15 S 0 ) Fan^ 
oane-ly, e-taniny Tan H alike, Kl are 
'Al 1 ■ 1 ■ 1 yIu 1 n ji'l Cri;| T f'i'ekoHi. fj** £7 
Dkeceee (£00$) A eaiyle vjxnai Jidiiy Jl- j 
brileani'l i lier L-tbr'i. vjwl-liiy t eeaet^ ii 
low v.idi lie ^ooia Fioindiifoooine'ly vjidi 
hjdietiite Heijl, Jbinee- kkire>l 4 ii ji>I hliii 
Aherinjn Ui*Uii>leivjcrM: Ewlitieri (£000) 


L MMehn Summer 

5 0 1 ( Cl T O R 5 


Have you been 

v 

injured in an 

accident? 


Not vour fault 


Ktcp my* 

ot your compensation 
- no deductions 
Win or lose yon pay nottiinc 

Vour claim will be 
handled hy friendly 
specialist solicitors who 
are local to you 

Free home visits 

0121 544 4788 

H*h, "ufcin <0 \ %yfi 
il llit:li T «t l i IIimu. 1*^ r«ml I i.ik. 

0 kill ni ^ WinI< t, Wcii MikHiumh IlfiM 



Full ElecliicSet 


HOTSHOTS 
SNOOKER CLUB 

100 Cnsmnlls RhR 

onn 

Fridw Pin Deceiifliaratlio 

UOp-ltli IdllsMMIfllBnilLlM] 

Telephone :D1215447172 

fii ojt iifiniF & miMJb a i'jra no^r 
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Sunday TV 


findmetv 


Gioic* 



mn 



p dmM Aw bwt w4 wriwt 
tQ un TV gukfo on App$t J * nwbfl*-, 
Th# Inttrfic* H wptribi* T3 AppClwrt 







D|gil«l 


r i 



SPORTS 
PERSONALITY 
OF THE YEAR 

BBCl, 7pm 

'AIwwjh tiV l-Iw.i it- Iron: tad, 

fat hltOVJ-dlJtClTic-llYkV t jud 

aomdtii* corner -lat wlio wil 
l:-s «H:r..-ti>y liofetti'.# ii 
witii a l-I fr-y newtroijl-yon tiie- 
nuite^floe- jv- well at- atirhey in 
tlw o*jwT? Intiie-rLiTiiy (|:-o-d:n 
tiie- |:tn) fbrtiie iivin avvrd oe 
tiwliier-cf Jer-c-ioaEiiV, Tom 
Dliey AF McCoy ay I Graeme 
MoDoweU aid «|»otto l-« 
rqjortc- HMit'^rioLtc-iMiliiy 
■S'jeHti- frCHTltiie- |K11 12 lilUtiy-, 
l-leJi at tin- EirofMai Filler Cl) > 
te-avi!:- trini^Ji ffjwlli# US, tilt 
j&.T t '.i'iJ i-iti:4*■:tnn aid Enyla>:li:- 
1 \o\ m j (tirii-ytiw World C iy.- in 
Scttli Arioo. 


Mt Ere-.-tfn.-t HZt,]etch of tiie 
Htj! i|Fm Ml Tin- Andrew Mrr 
Slim 1MI Fern Erittcn MhHc 
S ir CHf Fi.Uvrd lit* Couilry 
Trocko. t*t EEC Newt. ttJ» 
Wkl Wectlier of tiie- H(Lnylo. 
tUI EoctEndenc. t±l Dro\> 
Zone-. Lfl Drop Zone-. UI 
Lrfe-Ene-. Ml Soiiyo d FYaca 
IP EEC Newt; Fieticriii Newjq 
We.-tlier. Ut Jimvyt Food 
Factory (IF) 

Mt OwiPyfliYJLW 
Sy i ilr l. Tlie team 
eev^erienoee- vui-tor oil 
Mortii Uict iitiioCtiter 
Hekridec, '.vliere NVtt 
B,.+.er lecrit a 
Iradtion.i SooticJi 
daio* iiid Join Crovren 
Iriecliic Ivndat 

_ katerimfcr yoodo. 

W S^«rt»rWHwitftf 
4* Tirrf. Sio Enter. 
riiryLineter avl J t +.e 
Hliyij Jire^: precett from 
Brmn^vim'G UG 
Arena 1 1 id l idee a 
review of tlie- yeah 
likiHyltiG, keforetlie- 
Srtii redpieit oftiie- 
aMTFd ic amouioed. 
S’LiK-e^ieit 
program net- c4.il]jectto 
oliaiya 

Ml Tit A^r i J Jii . Tlw 

t'/YofinnEctola.inoli a 
new lidi-<|LLiity 
aboliciio kavreraiye- 
Before- ALn Si^lt 
revedc-wlio lie-lYic- 
oliocen ac-tlie- Miiner of 
tiiic- yea 1 t oonjjetition. 
Loot in tiie- ceriec. 
lltt IKlk.vt; V^n*W. 
fill PUI:hMlf*iiA 
YA**L(2COr^ F'rei iiere. 
Tl-riler, darny Fierce- 
Brocnat WectlieriiewL 

tBSiynZcne: Cooiot iFi) IB 
H:.I:h j: Gfy fi) LB Tlhi Eo± 
lime - Tlie High Street f 1 !) J-:H 
EEC Newt 


LH CEeei^et »• CEEC. 
llJH L’Hiietiihfi for tiie 
'WeebeiyL 1LH Tlie Kticnt 
FajOirrte OirictiYtt Food. (Fi) 
1U« Ft:i Iti iFii 1M Ecoq>eto 
tiie Coiilry (Fi|i It I Oie M.m 
ai:l hio Q:Vt ±Jt> Die C^i^>Li 
litenvtioHvi Henee SIiowl Ut 
Coh.i1. (F tf Ktt Fib-n: E^y J^e. 
r 10F1> Wecteri-* ctrriiy Join 
'AVijiie. 

91 HwrtAfu Fhi**.TIie 

envsei d qtfhyceeo 
tiie cLdfodi ha-'iect; oi 
|>HTji trek jndtiie l>rtii 
of ne.v Li nl:t - ao '.veil 
x oi |:Jeoiooiit u.r|rioe 
fcr Fintiiintiie rm-L^to 
Motlier t CX-^i 

Ut lelhbiyHitra 
thutKitiwbrtril 
4taitMh Si Kiiy oin:l 
Dorie Nly»fo1iiyl orrt 
■.■Jiot modi ero owe 
oc'okiiiy for tiier foiniEec- 
o'jer tiie fecti'ie period 
iidncliity rooiotyooce 
oi>:l cdte^l orre:! Liiiti:■ 
deoimed vier NroJi 

Ut 'DelhurFem## 
RMerf YAteu.Tlie 

actor, l:-Kt kno'.ni for 
lie-roleo in Oie Foot in 
tiie ftorje oiid Merlii, 
reniiiiooeod>oit 1 1 le¬ 
an re er oil coreen 

nutt tMiMtihwb 

11 lk ii>j lidiSfilitie O'f 
Clieicea vr Mnnoiieoter 
Diked 

lilt 

A ctiid-n> dio.vljii tiie 
ortioiidcli co i Tie (Soil 
froi n hie- Str^i^edtonr, 
dio.vociciiytrie cireal 
Iran:I of limonrtivt 
I vie- IroLivjlTt lim 
aiooecc-on l>otii oileo- 
of tiie Atiaitia 

1UI hlejerMndtiieE).is:ood{t 
(Fm lit MedLin fi) !■ Hln: 
Norferotntiie Von^j^ie (1079) 


tJtt OlV: Tie RLfTy OLix 91 
Tocnotik. U■ Coroivtion Street 
IU> Tlio Moriiivc St-ii<Lw 
ttJtl ITi.i Nevjt; Vferiier. Itt 
Coroivition Street SO VeoFq SO 
Moment i(Fi) ttt Fikii Njtioi-Li 
LeiYi»ont Cliicbivi:- Vtiootioii 
(19S0Q CoiYiedw ttfrim OwjjI 
Clvte. i'.Wt Finr Tlie MiiYiYiii 

O Action adjwrtire, otiTiij 
n Facer. 

Ut RwhuiJPirwhuiutHi 
4.11 nV IhH.v^Y/tnPHL 
4u4t PUE Hertf PrtMeud 
4*Cv4tf W4* 

PbiuK (2007) Tlie 

j»iny '.-vizcid Liikeo lie 
fello'.vir.^ic-ii'to a 
ceoret amnyto K-ltie tiie 
eiil Lord Voideniort 
Faitacy adieitLie 

L-e:f.id, otiiriiy Daiiel 

FLndcJBe axl ^tiry 
adnai 

Ut De.M Snrlit *utb 
Htri Tie 

Foirot otT ridectlie 
fcimoit trail tiTonyh 
ELrcii-e, e^doriny itc 
rieJi lictorji aid 
dcoo'ieriiy come of tiie 
redHie daYiactlie 
Oieit Erqrecc-lvic 
■.■vinectwi trier tiie 
yeeTu 

Mt nVlh^YiW4«£ 

lt.1I FUt AkiKHlA 

0007) Femiere A 
13-yie.T-oidyrl aooncec 
lier cider t Icaer of a 
ofimehedid not 
oomiYrt '.'vitii trayo 
re|»roiiccioit 
Fonvii-tio|:eric-:l dra na, 
ctTiiny Kdraltniyl-dey: 
aid Janeo Mch^ioyi 

1U4 ClTidnut Tdec Tlie 
Leyeixlc of iiti (F^ Ut Tie 
Zone. ITu' Nevjc Headinec Ut 
Motoiqjort UK. til I TV 
Ni^Ttooreen. Tee-1-1 :■ ace-: I 
iifomndion ceriioe. Ut ITV 
Monity hlewc 


Ut Gcii P.Hi. fi) UI Tlie 
Treaole Fe:-|:ie. 0) UI Flaiet 
Cook ifl} tBStr'iiid of tiie 
Fitted. 9t Feeq»rtc on 4. lit 
T+ Qie Tee hill tJtl Tt: 
Hdycakc. 111JT4: Tiio Cue ft 
Kylie Micy.ie - Video Esokici'ie 
A Beiiidtiie Soenet 1U1 T4: 
Eeiity hHOLijc d aTctnkt fl=i) 
ttlt T+UywEetw Ut T+Tlie 
Siiv^o-CHt. i|Fi) LI I Filrii Ajiie. 
(1082) Join Hudont nxtiail, 
wtii AJIwrt Fmey aid Cdol 
Err nett. Mt Ded or Mo Ded. 
Ut Oianiel 4 Nevjc LB 
4tilOL^tti 

Ut m-14 

J«u<4ru It* th 

Joivtliai Fiocc- oonitc 


dc-v.ntlie ivticHi'c 
fa'JOLrbe ynmec^ 



Oh^llfUb. 

Bncineccmai Fai 
R.iyai retLrncto Derliyi 
to cee lio'.v money lie 
dondedto yoodoaucec 
hachei|oed 
dicad’iaitMed 
reci-:leitc- ortiie Ead 
Mi-:la>:lccrty: 

IMt Dn^iAPnMmhwh 

Fad c mdidonc |:Jai for 
Wideria LaieicpLt ii 
mdion 

lUt MtflU. Fdlierc 
Do-Ltd aiylTedhaie 
tlieir '.lord Cliridmoc 
e'jer l^jyetiiylod ii a 
do ret inyerie 
de^jatmei 1 *; leaiiity 
tliem in ahiylly 
eidoaracciity 
predoameit. Dermot 
Moryn ctrc, 

tLII Tlie Fied IdoLicevjfiec- of 
Nevj Jerc-ey: 111 Anerioai 
Footiodl Li'ie. Nevj En^axl 
Fdriotc 'i Green Eay; Faierc 
(Kick-off 120alA. MI'Wnkedock 
2010. ill Cine Tree HI. IB 
Sdi Mdi fi) 


4Jtt MbdideJ: F^o|vnFy UI 
Fic-a-ytiie Fti:iny Ccr. (Fi) LI! 
Fli aid tiie Howwrtoto, UI 
Fremai San (R Mt Fiioeit 
Eea. i(Fi) Lit Twice Spkler'c 
SiniTr: F'dcJi Fieiylc iFi) Itt 
Mb Mho fi) ItlTie-VYotiWotc, 
(F) 91 RocJjo i I> an:l Cuctnl 
Too. ™ Hjiry end He 
Bucket FfI d Dinoca.ro fi)9t 
Md» Wcy for H>kly i^(i IB 
Mid Sieqxloy Tdec, Ml 
LhJe F'riiceu;.. (Fi) L1I Tlie 
A(hieitirecof Bottie Ton Ell aid 
Hb Bed Fiend Corky (Fi) Mt 
Fully ClTidint Sjwoid. (R 
tJH FanihjJ (F(i t.tl Cactie 
Fam. (F) LB Qi-ia fi) t.* 
Tlie Men SIiovjl f) Mt 
Georye Sini* c, i'Ffi ILtt 
Slvkel: iCcrly 1MI True 
Jadtor^ VR ftUK-01 lUIZoo 
Dejt f) fill Zoo Dayc, (F) 
lUt AykeRien ii Concert (Fiji 
UI Emergency Eikero, (Fi) t.w 
Fim Stickle tiie 'jVi>:L (19S:(i 
4'.*I Fini A M(:-|:etc-Cliidnvi:-: 
LeterctoSaiti.(200& Feniere. 
Fl(>|>et oomecly wni Ridia^l 
GrBWiL ill Frie Newt, ill 
Fim NYcMrooJe. (2000) 

91 PUEAairtite* 

Otf*L (1000) Dickenc' 
okic-do yliod dory 
da-riiiy rdrick Ste.wrt 
Ut Ut PI**hI Y/*rfL 
(2002) A former FBI 
eye it reoo'ieriiy from a 
lTearttraicj>hit traokc- 
cb.m lie or^ii ebnert 
kller. Tiriler, directed 
hy aid daiTim Cliit 
EadvioocL 'Vmfi Ai-jelioa 
Hidon 

1111 PUt II* HMVp. (1080) 

Action tiTiler, ctTriiy 
Fioivird flere. 

UI Si.i|»iCac<io. Ml Foker. 
t.BTlie Faniy l = ieoi5e. (F) itt 
Havit HeJ|Jne. f^ i« Tie 
Mikdiakel Siiovj. (Fm Mi 
Tli:-rivi:- -i Frienclc (F) UI 
Roa-ytlie IRaoiiy Cdr. (F^) 


mt 

■wyTlic- Htj Fjdcr Elrj FjotrTlie 

'.ji’iiiH-r'i- Stay 2010 y.wTjlw kk- OitUt 
Tlie- k- klidi j-J Eitk- -MtFlin Eril : (ct Jaiec; 
Tl» Blje of Fiexai (SW4) fLV Krriy 
Kjtru-Tlie fferfCluptor 

mi 

MtSieriook Hdir»ccTI» kl jc-fer Eli din aior 
M , J (|jdu CIiriL-tie' l- F'drct fH Sii m le- 
hkiii-k-l fit* FI mi Qih- (ti$:i 

mi 

btt Fikii: C^tin ftwjinai kD (1*-1) W 
Fln: Tlie File jihI die Fjctiai (1JCT) W 
Tlie Frck-L-L-iiHuk- 41* Tlie Sweeney til 'Jr 
Fiidu-I Ejcchi'l- Beer ai-l F'ccj Clit- Mutt 
Q-kketTlie , J dieL- tut Fliii Jjwt i (t>$3) 

nomts 

tit* ExEulercc Tlie C-iredec-t □Hui^ent. 
F'jrt diree of diree. Tlie c-liovyc- top iu 
dflijijeri-. 4**KjrjToiitai: DaitCjl kle 
Sipi-L Tlie Jdrer-c- -Ecoicnoec- her pencorul 
t-jde v.idi -lydecdj. tiJt* Lii'.ii A 8t>:ey 
Clric-tnjc- Spedd. Tlie couple iruke j 
airprice JiincnioeinenL Mutt How Met bo 
Live 'itrir Lie 14* Ccrrii^ of , J ,:ie lUt 
Fjmiy Guy 

ncFovt 

til* Ten Bed Siael □mdiruc- Gx-iko. 
kkiL-i:- Icvenc- -E&aiu- dier Fjvcrrle frd^e 
1 111 eo . lit*Tlie Tmdi Abont Cook tit* Sail 
Meet GccpeJ A Seri Start. S:*i : j■ i : | Gniduu^ 
MttTlie Mai La -1 ie a Dete-arw j^jency Hfi 
Fecdwit-Ftiiiiu 


IkttFrieii-k- MJtFiEn FjitidbFair(aiO^) 
4tt FiEn: E-klen (SWO) Itt* hlidkt- 
□mdi rut Spe dil Milt Hd^cdit- 

nib 

SltfTlie Deceit Fac (1K1) UflV Crny On 
Dick (1:17-4 U^t Bit-di CjLL+ly an-l die 
Siihljnoe h>l (flEi) tit* Die Har-I (flSS) 
Action drleq cbnin^ Ernce 'AIEc. fliV, J lie 
(■tiwjCanely-kjiij, L-tiriijkEduelCjiie. 





FAItTA5T1C DEC^TBCT OTTERS STTHTTITiG FROM SfTO DEOEWStF - StST DECEMBER 

10 till • If pat* 1,1 -n ii , - R*:n >1 


■n^Ttliw M)M PcrtM*-* f 4 for ..M. 17 .M 

Styi* >Mntift*t(P« cttfoi_IUM 

Hofrd^n Ft* tTlrri Dttltaic ft 4 for « 14.*5 
P* 4 Mt PvMltt r DA tat..., . - . 41 I.W 

l Tit Pf m H»MH * • >^BI t Ot 

1 ' 44 MF -tt 


OFFER OF THE 
MONTH 

Gterw UR Or 
Hi^h Commioion LTR BTL 


BitJftril_ 

BtTarfl LTR PTL... t ^ 

Sn*iku* . 70^:1 BTL C6l4f 

^rrinioff LTF; BTL £ 1 X 56 

TandlCfS . 70 CIBTLC &38 

UR BTL. £1X59 


TOfll BTL £ 10.59 Cigna \fcrfta TDclETL 
auler-rt 7 Ucl BTL 

Htfi CaTiTip&onw. 7 XX 1 STL £ 7.55 
Jbick 70c I BTL 
BoiteTOcI 

Pc*TiOLi& , 'jrai‘ 5 e 70 tl . 


24 Park_C2QUQ0 

?4 Park_E18J96 

24 Pack*.-£17 jW 

24 Plouck.XI 7,49 

24 Aouck XI 7,99 

24 Park XlX» 

24 Park £1X99 


4 3 ont C 3.33 


BCmFiX) 

SCrr«W50 


500ri 
JadtSOOmj 
500.1 

600 rl 
5HH 


4Cai5C31« 

4 Cone £329 
4 Ome £ 36 $ 
4Con 5 f36fl 
4ConsE?59 


8 Ccf* Cb .00 

SCaie £b.00 
8Ccf<*ffi50 
SCar^CGSO 
8 l ^ksi5 5D 


Bo 6 K>m Hill Fod'White 

E&J Gall b White Zi nfandef 1 

t 3.99 Each 

IfVI te '-irenache 

Echo Falls RedWhite 

Blcsatorn Hill White Zmlaiidel 

C 3.99 Each 

Echo Fells Rcea 

Or Any 3 EJTLS 

Mix and Match Ary 3 BTLS 

ForCS .99 

C 9 S 9 

ft*}an W/inas hvo BTLS FOR £5 


47 Stratford Road, Dariaston WSIO 8TY 0121 526 7367 
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Wednesday | 

Thursday 
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fc*t ET^rr.-ii 3Ll5Ajilmjil £4:7 R) 

_|-Hut* HanflC UXfcr UW Hl'iimor; 

(R) EEC Mevjq 'A'stlwr. *44 7b 
ay or Motto By iT=:> 1134 Cjidi Intlw Att; R) 
ESC Movjc; WstUwt. tt.EB-iivliiHili iT=:> U4 
EEC Mwjq 'AsrUwr. 134 Fbeiiavl Mwjq 
WsBior. t+5AJkAJId R)£.35Ti*Ybin<|C<wc, 
i|F^i 3.35 Rln: Fjtlwr of Uw Bkls (1331) 5.15 
'.■Vs*;-set Ui*. 4.44 EEC flwjq 'AsBier. 4.34 
Ro<*au1 Movjc FrofiJinmeq 'AsBwr. It* Tlw 
Mjfttty '734 Dsxly GO; R) EEC M«.t; RoyfcHVll 
Move, *44 E JictEixlerc 3.34 Fjiicrjim ji CnrrwCn 


Channel 4 


;imof ■ 


Channel Flue 


ro vjtUi M<H Mt'jbii R) *. 
i, (R) ns# Fhio movjc * 
n rtf ClTtinvic ( 2 W 7 ) Fjii 


L (HBG) 5*4 FPj* Movjq 'AbjBwr. 
Meyiboiie. R) 4.44 P.ta*;oy Ltfs 6J5Uis 
StiKlo R'JS. 744 R'W Movjc Jt T: 


Clilctnvic- Cjt-:L i 
534 Tk 

Tran StiKlo R'is ifr# R» Movjc ji 7 734 How Do 
Tlwy Do Iti; R'jO Mw.c UixL-ts 3.44 Tw GJKkwt 
StXJVJb ClTtb iVC- Stookliy H^ll^teltan Iw 
a it at cortoc LnctlnUioeoTloc; FP.ro- Movjc .1 3. 


lrrwCn 

Bitchy 3.44 rt>xc«L 34.44 EEC MS'JO *2:5 
Ro ; :>:hu 1 rFw.t-; WsBwr. 34.35 A awcttai or 
axjrt 1145 7110 Grjlvum Mortal SticvJL (R) 1155 
Tlw AJJfjratlOO; (Fiji 'Asfl 1 i^jlOVJ. £.44 Sy 1 Soils 
Tlw Ajx-ratloo: Tlw Rivl FPjs R) 3.44 Tlw 
Apirarflos iFij l.44 Fl-d; StohTt Cornell 
CIUctmJK, i;F^i +.34 EEC MOVJC. 

14.44 CEwoblOC, 4.34 CEwoblOC, 744 
|CEEC 3.+5 AiIiyvI Rrk: 'Alkl 111 
Afrtoa (R) 3.34 ClnUlifi Grst 
Blklyc (R) 4.44 Brttln l]y Bhs i|Fm *j34Rln 
Tlw Mjyilloat Slwjinjii (tOG4) 1£.+5 FIiyi 
£010 vjBi CLtkI ji 'Alildan jii R) llSTlw Hlry 
Bherc'TVJol , J& CtTrC- of Clflctmic, (F) £.15 Rsxy 
StsK y Co oh. R) 3.44 P.lr-Wr, aw 'Atots R) 
3.+ 5R<y IB iT=:> +.34 Fditlecc, (R) 5L15&oqwto 
Uw Co LI try R) 4.44 CoMxty Ecy wjxIc 4.34 
CXtLllO TV i'Fm 744 Ybl-IVJCtOlW. (Fiji 3.44 
Uitierctty Onlays 3.34 MtJixLi 34* RlBi 
Joh wc' C nri cU tw- Crodwr. 3 l+ 4 Hire I Got Mw.t 
TorVOtL (Fi) 34.34 Rlin SKIiyDooro (100^ 11+5 
GrLITlAi a<l '.iVohiWII .it aTlctniuio, t2_+5 

F.>? :li n ^ £.34 EEC Mwjo +.34 aoos 

[73171444 D.TrJ:f0.1;. 3.34 LOTTJltW. tJESTIW 
11 ■ ■ m JoroiTyftfo aiovj 3M4 Hit-Mccilia 
12134 Loooo '.'VOHTIOHl 134 17V MOVJC^ '.'VOu-Uwr. 
155 Fo:|ov1 Mwjq '^Vootlwr. £j44 Holic 4 Git 
Clilohivi;- SiwolJl 3.44 Mcbomer Mrdeno. 

+.5C Rcyockl Wootlior. 544 Tlio mtcryotLi:Jo 
Horv: Eoooiinlw. 4.44 Reyoivl Movjc^ 'IvooUwr. 
4.34 I TV rtw.iL-; '.'Vi.-tlwr.744 E inn or.: LI o. 734 
CooiHVtlOHi arsflt 3.44 Ktolwii 3.34 

Cohiw Riln Como aiiw. *.34 ITV Mwjq 
'.iVilliw. 1144 RoftCHiJl Mwjc^ '^Vootlwr. 1145 
Fill! Iitclwqino CTLWtyj£i»?i t£.5571 w Sohw; 

:■. £.5571w Jo ' 


[4.44 ETiHfL-Kt tlSrtlUJt £47 fij 

_134.44 Homoo Uylw Uw hLiiiiiwr; 

i'F:i EEC Mw.iq '.'Vou-tlior. 1144 To 
&iy or Motto 0^0 1134 Cqidi liflwrtBof 
EEC MOL'.t; '.iVi-Ttlwr. 1£.15ElTfL-3l Hut. i'Fh 144 
EEC Movjq '.iVojTtlw. 134 Tloojoivil T-toffc; 
'.'Voatlwr. l+5K«j^iy m>^jj>stTqnooc,(F^ £.+5 
71 w VlDUifi Oiwg. (Ri 3 l+ 5 Rim: Cioiffp of Uw 
jli>:|o. i;i':o7;i 515 '.'Vi-twct uii. 4.44 eec 

Movjc^ '.iVOuUwr. 4.3 4 F» ;>:h t .7 MwjoRoyqimnw^ 
'.iVootlwf. 744 Tlw ML-ttjftv: 734 EjiiEixtfL.; EEC 
MWJ 10 ; Fw:(:hv 1 Mwjo 3.44 FmiVrl CHy 3.44 
AooJdatil Rimor. 34.44 EEC rTwJO. 34 i 5 
Royavt Movjc; Wsotliof. 34.35 liYiL-yis R t Ty 



JoromryK^Jo aiovj. 
4 ITV Monli-y Movjc, 


ITV Movjc HOlKIiwc. 3 
i|Fm 3.54 ITV ri^toorooii ! 

\ Tlw TojkIo Fooh^s 
■ pj 4.15FrocJ3y Stiwoowl. 
4.+4 Cno Too HI. 7£5 E-wi^«Fy Lo-wc 
R^noiyL 755 Aooosliiy to Jin '(FJ 3_25 
KlnoHot HoHiwiii t ->:lo aTlctiTLio. iF;j 3 l£ 5 T4: 
Rloiyfc. (FJ tSST* FHoiyt. 34^4 Tt Tlw 
wixiYicrvftawvjc m-duk awofqi.rpj H44T4: 
Gloo. ,‘Fti 1L44 0 F.lnto 'IVbiylor: 1£ Djwo of 
ClUob ivi:, i|F;Ji liASOMlirto'JVoiylor 1£D^or 
CIUlH ivi:, i'F/i t£.34 G F.llito '.'Vonylor: 1£ CDt-^COf 
ClTlirtriYio. ^F} t£.15RlYi: Enl^t □ jy Qt j 1 SOrt-> 
RllTfly OOHiliFr! wDi Joo MJltO<IVl £j 45 Rill 
HjiryjiKHlioHancIwooiio1087)+.* Oil or Mo 
Doji Sorooyo or anti +.55CoWirHy Coino Qiw 
'.'.'Ui MS i'Fm 4.44 71W aiYlXOIV, 4.34 Holtaojfco. 
744 Movjc. 755 4HioiyiLti 3.44 Fl-jor 'CotL^io 
ClfliOb iVi:-. i'Fm tu44 JJIYlOt Eod E'jOT ClUot iVi:-. 
34.44 .'■Inn Ctt Clvttv: F.Vii 1145 Fo«:< aiovji 
(F if 31+4 a-an qjtll U-w li LavkHi ||R, t£.+4 
Fts'iIw Looklw Fohor. 1+4 Flm .“Jl flio Froly 

Honooc (£OOS 3 .+ 4 l-;ii>: - --- - 

&actoio,{F^ +.54 ER. 


Channel 4 


l MhcJirtol 1+5 
IK-0. 34J4 Foil;!In 
AcFiortiio vjtUi M<H Mt'joii iF:j *.54 loo RookI 
TtllilOTL, (FJ 1194 FFj'O MOVJO *.44 FlIVI fi, 
GmixI|:iji lor dlctinno (£007) Fjmly oonwik-; 
lIjtt1 1>j Enwct Eoojilw. 1+5 MdrtlwLiio. £.15 
Ca: Cnniw Sooiw liTJOtfl^-tloii (F) S.* Finn Tlw 


Channel Flw 


i Sooyl. 

Tlw Tlw aory rt=i) 1£.55 aiwrCjidno. 3.55 
Fo+ior. i'Fm +.+5HOLCO DodKf. |R'| 5.* F.lWVWUlt- 
'JVlkl QvJls^s iT=;|i 


MoI^Iwlic £.15Ca: CHnw Sooiw fiTwcoy.-Ooii 
(F) 3 j 47 Flrto - FoodTor FolkIi'PJ 3.* R|-n:A 
ijjfoJ QTlctmio. (£00G) 544 FFio P-Iovjc; Wsotliof. 
5.34 Moy llHLTO. i|F;j 4.44 MoHioyLTs U5U-J9 
Tra n StiKlo FFjo. 744 R-jo Mwjo Jt 7 734 Stroot 
Mjrkot Clwfc. T.io Erffovwll olwft orooto moolo 
Lidm dicooLto; R-jo Mwjo 3.44 Tlw Frliwocc- 
jiixI Uw Frocc; Hovj Kjlob Ufc 'jVII Clniyo 
Forsior FI'J* MOVJC Jt 0. 3.44 ca: MJllTl 3M4 
C:E1: r r-r: (F(i *L55Ca: QlYW Sooiw liTJOcayjfloii 

(F) 1155 Tlw Ca. 12 l 55 ai: " - 

Potior. (F;;i +.+5 Ha .100 Dootor. iT=;> 


Tiyol 

Thotc 


Movjc. 

|4j44 CEwoHoc 4.34 CEwoHoc 744 
3.55 Aiikvuil PJTh: '.'Hlkl 11 
.“JrI qi iFt, i_+4 CliTtJiyi Groot Eilkli>:p. 

34.34 ETtill Ivy Hhs (R) 34.+4 Flin ^ilrto-'l 
.“AMJTj.: (£00£) tL« Flin 71 rn Eirtait- Tlw 
MkiltnvTO Ecfao ClirldinjiL (10S3) 154 Flot; 
Stolnt ClTttYiJt OcKcooy i£4 F»j>:ly: Etoj>:ly 
Cook. iR'i 3.45 Mnlor, aw 'JVtots (R) 3.54 Roo 
m H=i)+J:5Po4t]occ if(i 5 j 24ColoI:rfty:E : :t:1 1wj»: t. 
5.54 Forrt(yo. (R if 4.34 To\', Of tfw HPOft £ 
ClTttnvi;- Siwotl £010. 3.44 T p Gojt. t.45 Cc 
jii>:I Hyi FlIooUio 5t. 34.45 F.loi tlw 'JVook. 

34.35 rioj-or Mill Uw aESOOOhe, 1145 HJTjO I 
Got Movjclbr VbLL (F) IUSRlucoII Ho/juikIU'w: 
DIisH-:Io-:Iol. *j35T1w Mjry Riooo of FJolvul 
■JVlloai.(R) 135MKILIYI ||F;|| 3.44 EEC MWJC 


l1«oiT ryKyio 31 o^j 34.34 Tlio Mail ivl 
t2_34 Looco 'JVamoii 134 ITV Mw.t-; '.'Vojtlior. 
ISSRo^oivt Movjq '.'Vojtlwr. £j44MjytlwEwLl 
ClTlctaTWio Hoiico '.iVln 3.44 M^Iooitot MkIsio. 
i'Fm +.50 F»yavl '.'Vojtlwr. 5.44 Uw urosiotil* 
Djirry Lji Fiio. 4.44 Fwolavil Mowo; '.ifojtlior. 

4.34 ITV MOVJC, 744 Emmor-iLlO. 734 FI'jOT 
Maictoric, 3.44 CHckont- Hoq^tl Jt ClTlctiivi;.. 
fi.44 Tlw &Tioy 34.44 ITV Moyjc Jt "ftiT '.iVojtlia-. 

34.34 Fteya-uf MOVJC^ '.'VOJTtlwr. *.35 Rim Tlw 
DLlwoof HjiejkL (£005) 12J5 aTldnuic-Tloc; 
Tlw Story of Uw ios ifc) 134 Tlw Saw; ITV 
Movjc- HojkIIwg. 3.34 71w RooWad RIol. (Fm 
+J t5ITu' HJtLJTOOii 534 rTVMonli^MovJC. 

Roolly SiLwocod. 
QW TrOO Hll. 744 
FrjcJor. flEft 3.45 Aooorvllyj to JIyi. (F) 3.35 
KlicHob HaneiYiJKlo ClTtmut (R) tl 35 Tt: 
Frtoiyt, iFi) *-*ST4; Rloist 3H35T4;71w 
clvrt -J ... 


I-I-TJ 14.44 EtOJ trfJk± tlSftlmjl £47 il 
yuU 34.44 Hor iwc- U>:lor Uw FLinna; i\ 
EEC MSi'.iq ''Vojtlwr. 1144 Tj Eny.jr 
Mot to By (R) 1134 CJldl 111 UW fitHOi (R) EEC 
MOVJC;'JVOJdwr. tt-ISEJT^In Hit iR'i 144 EEC 
Movjc; '.iVojtlia-. 134 Royavt Mowq '.iVojtlwr. 
1+ 5Q1y Foot Jincl Hcrcoc, fl=:) £.+5 Tio Vbi.iyi 
awe. p) 3.+4 Rim HerMs RiyLoaclocL (£00^ 
515 'JVtJlwct Ulli. 4.44 EEC Movjc; 'IVojtlwr. 
4.34 Royavl Movjc RoyjiYiinec; 'IVojtlwr. 7*4 
TlwMjtKJhi 734 Q(| 1&(q EEC M ” ' 

Nw.c. 3.4v JlniiT/l:- Food FJKtory 3.34 1 
ajtorb ainJo aiawre tu44 a.i|wrinrh< 

'JVlit FtIoo Clwq> FoodTPJiwrJiYUi *44 EEC 
Nw.c. *i 5 Fw::Khij 1 Mwjq '.'Vojtlwr. *.3 571w 
MjflaiJl LotfcryVV«lwc<L-y M^t Drjwje 34.+5 
CjtUwtIiw Tjto: rtiilt CfTldnwt CjiioI; i|Fi'i 
MjtJaul Lotory iJ-lJto. 1135 Flin Holkljy In 
HjivlalTb (£007[( '.'Vojtlwrjla.'j 134 Syi Saw: 
OoLitry TJKko. i|Fi|i £45 Tlw Story of Sdawo - 
Povwr, Proof Jiid Fncotu (R) 345 Tio htlry 
Hhore Mime Kiwvj Ewct Jt OtIgUyuic, (Fft +45 
EEC Mol'.il, 

1 4.44 CEwo Mol 744 CEEQ 3.34 
rtilnri PJik: '»1kl li rttkKi iFi, t15 
Cln1:d>:| Grojt airlift iR'i t-+SETttti lyyEEw. 
(R *jfe Rim: Tlw GjikIujI. (10K5) Drjini 
ctirliyi Him Ttyai 14 5UMMW. >'F(i 115Cojut 
1£4 F;f:+; StoHibConitli ClTttnviu £ J4 Rojty 
Stooiy Cooh i'Fm 345 Mrder, 3w 'IVtofe iR'i 
3.54Flo^jIU(F)+j35R4itloce 5J4B»qwtoUw 
CoiiUry 445 Oelobrty Eyfliojicle 4.35 
'AHovjdoiw. iPi'i 735HJWlLn KHdwil 3.4 5Vk*cr1 ji 
'JV ood wBi >yiuw TTIiniliyo. (R) 3.44 Flin Tlw 
CUwr Eote^ai Girt. (£00S FtsiIoto. Hctrtal 
cljiivi, Ltinlifi n-itio Fortnviii *-54 F;l*Ji 
J awc'aTtUnjioCrjBker. iP;j 1134 Tlw Go:-:loo. 
(R) 1£44 Tlw Fni'y ado of OiridnuiL 144 
MocLim. (R) ££4 EEC Movjc.+ 45Cocw 

ILoitjIiw tL£5Tlw 
Joronnyr , ;vioa»;jL *j34THoMailiy. 
1 £j34 Looco '.'Va thti. 134 ITV Nw.t; '.iVojtlvr. 
155 Fwjtnjl Mevjq 'JVojflior. £44 ^liUvi 
C lilcdob Poirot (F^ 344 Ml cam or P-lrdorc, 
+.54 RojIoivI '.iVojtlwr. 544 Tlw Ufoswt.-1]lo 
Mko RoEi. 4.44 Rorloivl MOL-.t; '.'Vojtlwr. 4.34 
ITV Movjq '.iVojtlwr. 744 Oxntryv.'to 'Alitor 
awolJl 734 EinmosLls 3.44 rtb FjiI amifL 
344 Tlw Cam why .“JiiLl £010. 34.44 TTV Movjc 
J t Tai; '.'Vojtlwr. 3434 Rotlaul Movjc; '.iVojtlwr. 
3435 Flin atmjll Ewrliw (£00S) 144 Tlw 
Saw; ITV MowcHoocllwc 3453nfJWO. |F(| 3.54 
ITV H^tco-oai 534 rTVMonliy Movjc. 


riiTZl444 Ck.Tr J :roji hr 344 Lo 
myKylo a»■ j. *4 


Channel 4 


Jl (R) 1145 -M: 
Of 'AllTI-DMS 


^Jlxim Clvrtawvj: M<py SimoLI. 

Glos i'Fm 1244 Rln BOOJICO < 

(£OOS) £45Flin ^JjckJL (10[«?i +.34 CwjI or T -1 
DojI: Saoo^o or ail'll. 544 Celolyly Camo 
DllO L-JtUl MS iR'i 644 TllO StYllHOIW 644 
Hdyojle 744 cluiiwl 4 Movjc. 755 4UwLyjtti 
344 Tlw Soorofco of'JVoctnlnetr/+>I»y .VTlnw 
■ftoim awdJl. (R) 344 Jjirtob Boot E'ior 
ClTth iVi:-. 3444 FrjilloBo^otTJiYLidol H^to. 
3434 Tlw MadJivi 3m 3I45T1W FJimly 1245 
Muct ai 4; Llfio rtto Secclaw. *.+4 P.lorctry 
FTbo Swcclaw: C1iq:wl CU>. (F(. t£.55P.lLr.rord 
jind Sat: GoiiUsmon of Uw Rood. 134MicJo 
on 4; Tio ^Jlxim amt awvj ajodtlt 3£5 
BojkIi VodoyivlL tlSKCTV Boslm 'JVookki £.+5 
'JVorld Si>:rt IF\\ 3.34 Dojullect CJtdi. (F?i 3.55 
Enilwrc.i.Sttorc, 

Hll. 


:, (R) +4 5ER. (R) 5£4 QioTloo 


644 Mkdvilwl 3.35 
K-O *.34 Soo DjTjC-. 
*l£ 4 FoivjLii .“khjoitiro wBi Mkpsl P.Vt'jOU 
34.54 low Fioj»:l TTniiOrC-. i'Fm 3154 R'jO T F 
Rim: TItoo 'JVlcw GLyo. (£00^ 1+5 
flTiSCUyj 


Channel Flw 




i Moailtlt a-y (1051) 1 
Mumo Kiwvj Ewci jt drtdimjio rt=i) £4& 
Lid von 


645 SJt hill. (R Jf 6.34 71W 
TlOJldO Foods P) 644 
Rod3y aitoocotL 6.54 QioTloo HIL H* Frjidor. 
(R) 345 Aooorclm to Jim. (R) 345 Klicdob 
Hamenodo CTtUmo. (R) 3u35 T4: Rloixt 
3445T4: Riant 0=i) 3445 T4: Tlio/Jxim avrl 
awvj: Coo Lo Siwotl iR'i 1145 T4: Cwrvi Colo 
T4 SiwolJl (R) Hi4 T4: Gin tFi\ t£.15 T4: 
GLll-Jorb TTjtjoI:-: 74 Maito Si will. t£.+5 Rln 
E^TiTrCiri (£000) ££5Flm Hawy I aTLi* Uw 
Kkt (IOE^i +.34 CwjiI or Mo Ewjit Sonoyo or 
anti 544 CoH>rtty Cavw Qiw vjBi Ms (F;'i 
644 Tlio Slni-oaiL. 544 htlvcolc, 744 Clviiwl 
4 Movie. 755 4HwLytti 344 ClilLtimJt VJtHi 
Gordon 3.44 Cwiyw Dliw vjBi Ms Cwlol:rty: 
Clilotan-ioSiwdJl. 3444 ClTt Movfee'ClTttamjio 
0.1= Milt 34.54 Tlw Fji iiy 12J4 Tlw E-iait 

S l£4 Tlw Rsl Hatov.l' joc- of Mov.' Joreoy 
5 Rim iCncy (200G) 5.55 EroUwre i. Slctore. 
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_134.44 Hamce Uxtr Uw Hjinmor; 
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F»f*an1 Mov.e; '.'Vs-Ttlwr. 134 Oly Foole Jivl 
Her ewe rtR) £45 Rln aiok. (£001) 3.54 Flin 
Tlw ClTatdoo of TLtiIji Uw LJai.Uio'Attoli Jixl 
Uw WJidrolJS (£005) 644 EEC Ms'.'o; '.'Vs-tlwr. 
6.34 Rodavl Movjc Royjimmoc; '.'Vs-tlwr. 744 
Tlw TLtPiHy 734 EJriEndac; EEC Movjq 
Fw!>: hij1 Movjc. 3441-tvj Sdonco CuivikI Q.ir 
■'VafcL 3.44 Mov.' TUdre (Fm *44 EEC Mov.'e 
Ui5 Fw^aul Movjc; '.'V's-tlis. *45 Tlw 
I in:-rood-a lo awvj vjfUi aidviyj Jixl StajlwHicai 
1145 Rim: ar-itilm OTtUmje. (£004) t£34 
Flim: Odi. vai ft o ftrtii. (107^; Sklliy 
'.iVstiorjIa.'.'. £.* syi Sons Pjiwrjimji C^Try 
ai antli^ (R) £.+4 CoLitr^lo'^Vli-tor SjwdJl 
(Fm 3.35Tlw Morimjiw, (R) +45 EEC Movjc, 

C£wol:4oe 744 CEEC 3.34 
Jincl FjiH: Wlkl li ftAoci (R) t15 
ClnHi>:i Grst Euldisc. .P;', 3.+5 ETttti lyyElhw. 
(F^ *.15Flin EcrnVMortL-y (1050) 1155 Hin 
Oi Moail^t a-y (1351) l£5Tlw HlryBhwc 
Rsuy 
Micib Gokl 

■^Vodon't' ctiiTlid Grsjory Food. 515 
*- (Fm 644 Cwlobrtty 

E : :yis>:t. 644 ToUov.ct-aw. i|F;) 734 .“ro toh.i 
E wfyi Swrj'sIT iR) 344 Tio TV.c Railoe 
ClilSimjit awetir 13S4. (Ri 3.44 Ewly Railo 
Ooriwtt *.44 Tlw T.'-o Railoe; Tlw ShKlo 
Fw-o:r-:lisc. *44 Railo BTha: Aa-ltiTlxrfc. 
(R) 1134 UW Goovloc, R) 1244 ModLin R) 
1S5EEC Movjc, +.3 5 C tew. 

rUTWM6.44 CiJTr^rsih 3.34 Lorrjliw. 3 l£5TIw 
lAKMfljoraiy KGo a>:v: MjIto ji Wldi 
L^Lnl S|»dJl. Hun Hit Mcril^ t£34 Looco 
'.'V-a iwn 134 ITV Movjc; '.'Vstlior. 155Rodav1 
Movjc; 'JVsiUwr. £j 44^*11 aTldlobFotot iR) 
3.44 Mdcamor MLrdore. (Fm +.53 Rortavi 
'.'Vs-tlior. 544 Tlw m-fa-uettJlfe Si:t;o hliyjn 
644 Reyad Movjq 'JVs-rUwr. 644 ITV Movjq 
'.'Vstlis. j»4 Eimnwr-:L-1o. 734Baidof EroUwrc 
Taiyt 344 EmmavL-ls 344 Cooicflon Stroot 
3.44 LJ'jo: Odol5rtty 'Alio '.'Vjitc- to Ew ji 
MI lanroT *.15 ilv Movjc; '.'Vstlwr. *.+5 
Royavil Movjc; '.'Vs-tlwr. *. 54 Cjirdc jt 
ClTlebivc, 115* Rim Joclc ClTld aiwrdjr. 
ITV Movjc Hsullwc, 1+5 Rim: Lora loot- 
n03£) +44 ITV M^jlteoroai. 534 ITV 
liy Movjc, 

■ 6.15 ail MJlI. (R) 6.£4 
Rodly SkiwossL 6.54 
aw Too HI. 735 Rjidor. (R) 34 5 rtXKSlixi to 
o Jto PActair--—^— 


StOJKl 


:s>:Py Cooh iF) 3.* Flin hlJidfe 
003) 'Aodont ctinliy Groyv 
iccqw to Uw Coiitry (R) 


Channel 4 


i Kim of ■ 
llm:Eoy o 


iwrCjidno. 3.55 


1644 MUddrol 035 
K-a *l* Foil;:iin 
ftchiatro vjtUiMkwIMJT'jai (R) *.+4looR«icl 
TtiKkorc, (Fft 11+4 FPjw M*'.'e 11+5 Rlin A 
Ecvfflayl fa airidimjiL (£00+) 1+5 MdyiWLie. 
£.15 C3: Qlmo Soaw liTwcUyiUai. (F) 3.15 
Flin ar Fid CTtUmje, (£003) FjiilPy (I-ji ivi, 
ctirlm JlIo 'Ajiiwt. 544 R'jO rtvjq Vh's-tlwr. 
534 Moyi>arc, ,F) 644 Matey Lis 645LPio 
Itam StiKlt R'jo. 744 FPjw Movjc Jt T 734 
HyiJixl Enwrijaxy; R'jo Mevje LlyLib. 344 
Eimoryawyakoic; FT'ioMovjc Jt a 344 MCIS R) 
*44 Ljvj 0. Oiler: Crinlivl Intoit Ecdy t 
Ivmtsl l:yUw i:-jct Lett li Uw corloe. *.55 Lt, , .i 
aorta. ^) 1155 Rdf or. 12 l 5» a^wraclw 3.55 
Fobor. (R) +.+5Haioo Doobr. (R) 5L* P.lduwljib 
'Alkl CTviloiys fl=i) 


Friday 


^nj|644 ETStfJKt 3.44 CEEC *44 
bl^a^UcUrtcUYCio atr-iTy Kltdiai 1134 
Rlin Tlw aiti CLilco £. (£00£) 
□aioy oamo<y JidiatLio coiilb^ ctiTlvi Tim 
Alai 1* EEC Movjc; 'AbJBwr. 125 Re>;|laiJl 
Mevjq Ws-Uwr. 135 Oly Fode Jiid Hcrcee. iR) 
£35 Jiniyb Food Riatay (R) 34 5 Flin Ccire 
j£00C) Ronloro. Fbqji Ji1iivtw:l j>: pj'atro, vjfUi 
Uw 'idooe of Ovwn 'Altai Jixl Fn.1 Mevjimjn 
+.55aT0bUw Hjlt. (R) 5.CFIin 71 w ClTalolec 
of TLiniLn: Frtnoo ujiiyhii (£003) Fronlors 
Riticy jxl'jatiro coyiel, ctrrtm Bai Btiwc 
715EEC Mev.'c 754 Fw:|-avl MevjeFroyjinYwq 
'.iVstw. 344 EjidEixIore 3.34 P.lr! FJimly 3.34 
a. *44 FL-tjw I Got Mevje Ta mxi ClTtbmjw 
Sjwotl. *.34 Tlw Grjlvim Ttitai 3 iovjl 1115 
Tw rttlavl Lottery £0 ClTlctnve Mltivtoe 
1134 EEC Movjc; '^.-Bior. 11+5P.lknyt P.ljcq 
'.'Vs-tlwrvlov.'. 115 Flin Tw P.tnwy F=lt (1030) 
Ca'iwdy ctirliy T^rti Hi lie jiid Slwloy Lay 
2 l+ 4 EEC Mevje 
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. 3.+5 Anlnjl Rirk: 'Aid In 
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*44 Hin Tio Rjs jnd^w QlkL ( 
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Edvjjritii Fjinm. 344 'AllcUo Jixl 11 Camo to VbLL 
3.55 Tlw P.Vi Tj! Rwoeof A J c-a l Sts>:livn *.55 
GjtJii 5. St>:wy CI il ct ivc- Si :w d Ji. R) 1155 Tlw 
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Jixl Uw Bojiictih. (R) 1* MoiLim. ^) £35 


aoes 
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Tlw hic-Lico Tut MjxIo Ms *.44 3 Ot of 10 Cdc- 
ClfldnvtSiwdJl. *54 ALn am: Ovily htn 
(F) 1155 Rjitilo Eoyfc-b TJiYvxld Myte R) 
12J4 Tio Matvivi 3 wvj (R) 144 Kliy of Uw 
HIL l£5Flm LjitJivi (£001) 3 j 
D o^lll (1337) 5.T- 


Channel Flue 
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.lailiy ClTlctnvie ajxbere *+4 


OTtUivi Rlod tii* ITV Mevjq 'A's-tlwr. f£.+5 
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3J4 ITV M^teoroai 534 ITVMority Mevje 
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Fredly aiwocod 7* Rjelor. R) 735Aceenliy 
to Jin R) 344 CI'jwUw CUwr Fwlixloor. R) 34# 
T4: Rlaxfe (R) 3.34 T4: Rlaxt (R) H44T4: Tlw 
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Roj> -5. Ljixliy ^) ££4 OoH^Hy Oonw D(iw vjfUi 
Ms (Fm £.54 Cotobrly Camo Qiw vjIUi Ms R) 
3 j£ 5 Cofcbrtty Camo Qiw vjfUi Ms (R) 3 lH 5 
CddTty Camo Dtiw vjIUi Ms R) +J: 5 Cwlol:rtty 
Camo Dtiw vjtUi Ms R) 544 bsl or rt DojI 


4.44 P.llhiddid a+4 
K-O. ** Soo Cvye 
(F) *15Pay.1n Ad'jatiro vjtUi r-lfpl P.Vr'jai 
(R) *l+5 3oo Djye R) 1124 FPjw Mevje 1134 
Flin I-'.- ' J - 

CtfTlll; 

C3: C 

aiiiiaidi 

csilwI, ctiTlii;:| art FWriidit. 544 Rvo Mevjq 
'.'Vstlwr. 534 llokfl-xirc (R, 644 MaHoy LHb. 
6J5 U'jo fr-am StLi-:k- R-js ToijIojI roH>:-rtc, 744 
FPjo Movjc Jt 7 734 Stroot Mjvfcet '-lefe; FPjo 
Movjc UixL-ts 344 Damdttn Tlw UeiildJto 
ain Tlw caUly of ji 43-)ejrokl US i vmjI dib 
FPjo Movjc Jt 0.444 Flin 300. (£COG) Fjirtjey 
v.vir j>:Pj'atiro; R'jo Movjc Uixtts 11i4 Tlw 
Gjx(yst aevjb Clildimje StooHiy <^0 tl-15 

SuwnlveJiw. 3.55Fob«. R)+.+5Hoteo Dodor. 
5* P.ldij»ti b'Alkl clvilays R) 


iw vjtUi Ms Ri 544 Dsl or Mo DojI 
Sa-ooyo or aiti 644 Rlin A ClTlctnvv- arot 
Tw hlekd. (£004) Gtobae- in el on I, ctrrtiy 
Iwtsy: Grjiiims. 7+4auiiwt 4 Mevje, 344 aw 
EcriuitCIHdimje, 3.44 Foojj S1>:v.' 0 TMI. *45 
Fooj> Slev.i. *.+4 Foq> Stev.i. p) 1115 Foo^:- 
Stxv.i R) 1154 ClUe P.V-yls' aTdnve at 
Hilt fa t£.+4 Tlw Moal^ld. ti55 Fll'il HOTO 
(£CO£) ft. fratiro, ctuliy Jet LL £35Kly of Uw 
HI. 344 Tlle'Aoob b 4P.lldoTa:- £0 +.+5ER 
534 aw Too HI. 


feR^) 


Channel Five 




|644Mlkdvibd *44 
V;-a *35 Raisin 
AcPiaUiio vjBi riyet P.Vmai R) 1145 Soo aye 
R) H15 Soo DjTjO. R) n+5 Fhio Movjc, *55 
Him: I awj P.laiTiy Klodiy aiti CLtc, (£00£) 
Rniy oavwiy ctiTliy &ii1* SeUoocvi 1.+4 
Met^1>a.iiie £.* Rln Sli^e Sviti Soobe Me 
CUtc. (£004) Camody ctirliy Oryctl BonvnL 
+44 Film: Sorooos (1001) Qvirioe Dldfae-' 
TJitey cLTrtiy Atiddrain S.+5Mo|yl1>a.ie fl=:) 
6.15 Moi-bey UTs 6.+5 Flin Ljet AoUai Horo 
(1033) Camo<y jxl'joitnre^ vjtUi Arndd 
Sdwjvrsaioiya. 344 Grojtoct OTldimje TV 
Mamate. CoLiitckv.in of 00 ClTttnue- TV 
a-jebae t2_45Sii|:-ailJidi>j. 3.55P-:+is. R) 



[Iw KiatMHal, Kinys Scp.mie^ 
'ItestBiDimfAidi - 0|)9i Mouthy t 
Sotntlay nitil Cluiotnuo (iiiclLKliiig 
QuisInnasEve) airl Smtlays 121i 
and 19Ui Deceimljer 

lV*ct Brtnvriifc High Stnrt 
Mailwt - 0)9i Fjloiiday to Sotnuloy 
jliicl ndiiig Ui listnoas aid 

Sundays 12tli tiid19tli Decern her 

tttadiithnrrMartwt, U>l*i Stnrt 

-Tuesdays (Biico Biac), 
Fiid^s/StrtindiTvs (Genei^ Goods) 
(Jncliiding aiiistiioasEve) 
OMFtfltirEViarirt' 
fljdjac9itS9iishiiiys- 
Tnesd^said Fiid^s 
(Jiicliiding aiiistiioasEve) 

Sandwell 
Markets 
Christmas 
Trading 
201 O 


11 nrt Bridge Marini, 

To'aii OentieCiirPiiik- 
Wediiestlj^s aid Snti nclcrys 

Hp4» Klatirt, adjacent Co-op - 
Tuesdays only 


'EKtiatiadingdays subject to 
traders demaid 


All filaiMs aie dosed on 25Hi aid 
213111,27111,20111 December aid 
1st, 2nd a 3rd Jainaiy 2011. 

Fo r defei Is of opening li mes. 
contact tiie fitaiketsMaiager 
oil 0121 GG3 3074 

Ttxtlei'S and Staff mjuld Hfo to wish 
allcustQtn&sa Happy Cih isttnas 
and a pf ospesoas flew Yeas! 
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■ -IIMIICT1 ■nwiBI m—B tca 

«i in imrt rni «>i«*ldi Lurnoo 



A\vnsr^$«ndl 

RGHtfBIhds 



wednesbury kitchens 

BcitlucMomo & Bedrooms LTD 



Opening Uhwt: 

nmb^Friib^ ISbiS.IQn 
□nat Ihnabv ASmbv 
Sdinb,-: iSbi-Z.IQn 


Fniiil^aluiTi , froM3 , bn^riii liniivndtJi$^^«TT v^iriiiEi. 
Wi vfiir afiJI mpji J uvEirfr-mfrii -pi-*! anl ihi^nt* 
iiTtdii'Hicitd Imrii 1 p.i, 1 11 1 ■ E 1 p.i wrk rJ^twiipj 3bl-tJii>i 
Ud +r '.rntt-ihu 

1 u.™ mm nEi, 'abeemti 1 a tio t.u 

0121 505 3334 


vjv/.'jJfebrfml 


EJM 
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Circle grain 
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l nristmas 
& He it/ Year 
at the Dauscats 

7 DAY CARVERY 


JUGT V*.ALX r* r-Oo- Ix^^kir^ rec r .H'*d, 
iHecclaiDO porty 
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CHRI sinus DAY LUNCH KJETJU 
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ICR THE K VI YEAR 
'PUB TEAMS WANTED 
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\EzAt cc'srcoi* ch**GcC 


P pp/ijr u i 
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GARDENING 


thechraniclA 


Keep patio 
pots safe 
from frost 

MOVE your patio plants around so that you 
can enjoy more easily the structure of perma¬ 
nent plants such as conifers, camellias and 
trees. 

Pots that sit directly on paving slabs are more 
likely to suffer from poor drainage and frosts are 
more easily transferred from paving to make a 
frozen rootball. To improve drainage, lift pots off the 
ground, elevating the pot with decorative terra¬ 
cotta feet. If you have pots topped off with winter 
pansies and violas, these need pride of place as 
their happy faces continue to bloom. 

After the wet weather of autumn, walls and 
paving in shaded areas may be showing green 
growth of moulds and algae. Now it’s possible to 
scrub these growths off with soapy water and 
plenty of elbow grease, or simply use one applica¬ 
tion of Patio Magic which does a better job killing 
the growth and gives long-lasting effects. 

Benefit 

Some winterflowering shrubs will be coming into 
bloom as we head for the end of the year and will 
be on display at your local nursery or garden 
centre. Suitable for growing long term in pots are 
both Witch Hazel (Hamamelis) with spidery yellow 
or gold flowers that are highly perfumed and Sweet 
box (Sarcococca) with tiny white flowers that are 
equally scented. 

Invest in these sort of potted shrubs and your 
patio or front door will benefit from great beauty 
and fascinating scents. 

TOPICAL TIP 

Move tender potted plants close to a south or 
west facing wall and wrap fig trees in fleece to give 
protection from the harshest frosts. 



Suitable for growing long term in pots are 
Sweet Box (Sarcococca) with tiny white 
scented flowers 



Continue to cut back herbaceous plants such as Michaelmas daisies (Aster) Cone flowers like rudbeckia need cutting back as they die back 


Don’t let fallen leaves 
smother your plants 


SHORT, dull days leading up to the 
end of the year can be blessed with 
some bright weather. 

Gardeners take every opportunity on dry 
days to tidy up the garden and make 
headway in digging over bare soil and 
improving its structure. 

DECORATIVE BEDS AND BORDERS 

Collect fallen leaves that gather between 
rose bushes, shrubs and trees and espe¬ 
cially those that are trying to smother low 
growing plants, such as aubretia, lewisia, 
sedum, thyme and violets. If autumn 
leaves are left on these plants for any 
length of time you can be sure that slugs 
and snails will ruin their foliage. 

Instead of leaving these leaves where 
they fall, collect them up and store in 
empty compost bags for a year or more 
and you will have some very valuable leaf 
mould that can be dug into soil in future 
years to improve structure and feed mil¬ 
lions of soil bacteria and beneficial insects. 

Finish the planting of tulips in your flower 


border with some of the dwarf species 
such as Stresa (a red and yellow water-lily 
type) or West Point (a rich yellow lily-flow¬ 
ered type). 

To protect the emerging leaves of tulips 
while they are still below ground it will pay 
to water the patch where these tulips are 
planted with a liquid slug killer such as 
SlugClear. When diluted in water in a 
watering it can be used to soak the soil 
where it kills all molluscs that are hiding 
below the surface. 

Continue to cut back herbaceous plants 
such as Michaelmas daisies (Aster), cone 
flowers (Rudbeckia and Echinacea) and 
phlox as they die back. Compost all the 
plant material other than foliage that has 
been badly affected by mildew and dig 
around the roots, ensuring labels are still in 
place. 

Winter is a good time to cut down 
unwanted trees and sapling as there is less 
potential to damage the rest of the flower 
garden. To ensure the stump doesn’t 
spring back into life next spring it’s always 
recommended to treat the cut surface of 


the stump as soon as possible after felling. 
There’s no need to drill any holes - simply 
paint the cut surface and remaining bark 
thoroughly with a 10 per cent solution of 
Roundup Tree Stump and Rootkiller and 
the job’s done. 

It’s time to give some protection to mar¬ 
ginal plants that may struggle to survive 
bad winter weather. As many gardeners 
found in 2010’s winter, marginal plants 
such as penstemons, bottle brush bush 
(Callistemon) and young ceanothus do not 
easily survive really cold spells when frosts 
are persistent and hard. To give extra pro¬ 
tection to the roots of these plants add a 
10-15cm (4-6in) mulch layer of any left¬ 
over compost from this year or fresh bags 
of Miracle-Gro Soil Improver. 

TOPICAL TIP 

Before painting fence panels it’s a good 
idea to get rid any green mould and algae 
with a special treatment such as Deck & 
Fence Magic. Just one spray will give you 
visible results in 2 to 4 days and prevent 
re-growth for many months. 





rjtaooouoLD globe. 


mnMU 


«x 



PALACE CLOSE, 

R04MJBY *£41* 



iwoi.i. iaicto < j ■ 

xiarinlihi ccarfiblift 


MitMiia i roar* crxi gup 

T <1 rbrfp.h I Id rear, 


^ 8TARKJE DRIVE. ' 

OLDBURY 



>• |«c«ol i^Warw <*>!• 

■ymnt. **■?* • « <i. i 

b**|^> **i •_» j »:*•<■: |«j k» j| 

3 n*a to** <cr«rai o-r < *r*i 11 Mtfft ♦ % 

• W* but 
raw*, fM ilB 

,kwt<xrft< *.«, ».*»< tAiuar^ 
IA(«or. stttoaJ GBkit 




J V 


J 



(com. fcbriiM, 
l«lK4v(n^! m uh 11** 

d i9r(c»c4itn j 

AH 


aonDori close. 

71 VIC' AL E 



U iuM * rail •) •111 It I M 

• »ci J *l*4«v -a».l 

i- x- tr. -:i itliflr :<r*on *».i; 
KNMH NMlVt tv- i:«|r<OhC-. 

14ifiUPMp flrXllj 

«# fL-jy |aVl I,, fa •.« fc -j 


r 


ACACIA CLOSE. 
TVflDALE 



-.inlts, 4*^*9, IttaL 




C1M9M 





1VrJ-» y F. wUr )• 

tm-w^ frn I'.iilicrf > 

• i — 4 

«s* am Ma 4 * fh isaii ii 
■m * •* * • « IlML M 

bm daiM 

|4>Cv. 



LEBLIE WSE, 
71V1DALE 


TO LIT 


i a(d4a cr. btikm 
•»V Jc ran to M V,T irdovi: 

<Tr*j ^ WKIfiHIM 
ir». <s4auorfro*oloii 
Uim.'19M 91*1 U 10414 • 

tt«r rar-.ik yiiwmIph r* 

' . I : j M. 



# 4 * 4 ttiU 


4 * Mi 

Mill 4 *.1421 i. Hi 

KW), 1 wxrielN: 

fcfcdiai, la lo^o, 

wro',T!oa cm* 

rmmm 



cfTatti .cx 

<^itl i. i'4 LlliDM illi 

c- n>#: >m :frt -c fcm te i<t i» 
• |4« 

om aia ^ 

lOQl •• 14m 1 <ir« 

9rwr> a:it-*x* :lii 




IK. it < ►*!<!» (I'M Cft/* 
(Vl( 

nakal la 






^ rightmove 


co> 1 


iKIif imI f 












































































































SAN DWELL & GT. BARR CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16 2010 Page 31 




Bearwood Branch 
Oldbury Branch 
V*tednes3ury Brarch 
Most Bromwich Branch 

www.connells.co.uk 


£*«■— < 


Connells 


be^r*TXJ0 fitandi 

Lfcfeur/ Etaidl 

Tel:0121 420 3611 « b^iwcodi&xiyiriellsoo uk 

Teh 0121 662 2671 • cldbLr/Sc^nelfe cc.uk 


KHFJN 




NOTICE Of OfFEF 


■/.dlJU ,1 MM 




£13***1 


r~:sjn 


vwciiQcwiiv Bremen 

T*t 0121 550 2»e •’^eanesnury^oonneite.couK 



AWAITING 

PHOTO 


■rrrjEJB 

ThTTy, o- '-f* k-i-4in» 
i ^>.») J i« a; ju^m h 

•«*»* 

nMKO.iM'jk* *•*• r- 

— .« •• - • - • ■ lit 



(•i. M| /uMi.k ( ir r«" 

*• M •• Ml# 41111140. Mt 

i 4»i»i»MNnrv^M«tf«i 
»«.«•».« |»N l#WM1 M 



UMI» 4^1 ►•^»ll+^ 
» «*}M» IK-XT**—* «►*— 




RSSKrrSEi 







www.connells.co.uk 






































































































Page 32 SANDWELL & GT. BARR CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16 2010 



7&WTL 





»Ait i\r*A+ 

0#<w k 4.4. «li1 il.VJi 

i r4<»^i«» !#•«•!,> ^*aj 

u *•« aa «%« »lrM X i »wi«» 

L tl*4 k(a I f‘4«J Kw »<L.« o |4%U 

•a- 4n 4-»*a.a • •Haaak*^ to .-.at ala 
a .ala j-» i.a tovtoa >aa*3 

■ il Vt m4*w>^4 



• lf»tOtcra ^ IraJ 

i«M) 1 «t U4« lH»i ^4k «•< I dr. 


‘l| UlljlHli n M.«J 

/ i4m| iiu^ |»ia>kk4tli IiImi 


MVXN 4 

k 4< Wo 

r-r r I i # I. " . «V 

M* !■!< I ■ M 4.4. Ml .*>c. «**• 

li *f\ M I kl-M|v iilk Mi. 4 iujKv 
im>i a (hi*d4r» Ih4ij^«> 4I iii^l»«i 
k a toa»aa M *a *44 i^aa-M 44a>n 

la^ar^la* a*4 aa 44at# »#■■ 


C 4L»a k 4»Mf i lt aK U>« 

k ~p-k 44^ 14 i4WI I tl 

***' nr4 c,AmJ ** 

MM4IU • k« |ka ^ > » *» ■ ! 4 a 4a 
i>4 4i«ik| iA >u ail*. 

# I* r >i !• U> ).r It ■., Ir« k' h 

>k vtrth, «ll'4<«4 I 

»♦•» U«|.» alrM^ala:- 



■ »»>! • a hi .«!■ i |« #« Si a • 4 — K 

li'Jv* ^»«a *• a i *4 -M* 4 

llM4 litlifv** ^ i* ••* Nn 

t-«• a. «»• c m- lak-a t.4ay.» <M 
«*.» l«Hi a»i Uaii naai ,lai| 

rU. , , r * - • . . r • - 


fala i » i ij | l a l 44a a »akaa a r laa l k- 
nM4aU.lt.. ■ 

<i.a«, —44 Hiiilii 

*Mft> M c 4 1 4 -a U 4 . *+ O frj 4 *«l 4 m 

la►-**,-* anlalai l*Ua,la««|ui 
^4*4 i>t* i4| a a t )fc< iiitr irla 


n<y/jurr next 





M*m nx*m P4>* 

o«La. k 4 4 .^M4 <lat0» aoo 

* »a- la i .aata ^ , a »« tf M 
14i 4iwa a I viaiala a ail a a 

saa a4 la l. *» H 

aatlJ iia l ■ I f hMa ) (aa^i>Jlliiaa 

K aat inMknt 4 h kl in Sltj 

a*, L 4>ira —4a fa fa r* al Ilt4j 
^ »> • 1 m^ 4> • al raa $♦» 4a 


OLDMJrr 



oSaa# k 4. aa^as • l< 1*T #jf 

Mi»4ia>'«liaiaiU-l ( a *a a Sl 

■ ■ i >— aull I a I - a I la a I 

•««M — 4a .4*4| *U H |r»--* #•• 
a*« . Ma i aana aa/k*^rv«aaa i>a\ 
wtThvHy a | UckkaalU^.lr •< 
wtiva.,14 ^alU,. .a, v 
^ ,« U-4 ^ >»a a>*4- 




Oiaaa k A* 4 |iaa ■UWk.Mj 
» -*a44 -4 a Ull aJ .|alk|paai|ie*4 
foa akl cmU m*«m, j. n 14 *j«c4j **!«• 

JkaM ri 1 11Mi ilalasjux lIRMkf l *4H 
raAv la«k_i ►Vaa a 4rraa v» -4 rra*a 
I »ir*i j — a*a a lait. 1 S»4)t • t_i 4 

a --.I aa «a» | V> r aal af<|4kt 


« 


i Wv 

4 a ri i <!•» 


I ■•% Fii| a • >a*i *i>aaa<a aUrta 
m ka«. afak laiin l ahM4kf at I 
Ua»4^4a tail 4k 44*’** 

Ut *. - Mia, k-Wat« a«M(k 4-f. 

3 b^ M uac.alakkm. M.f 
in pk"l 



IPTO-N 


«4»l 1 

Hk« b t. U vHtif 

4-lraa bt k »a4 mlkaa ia< a'l * i « 'M* 4> 
raaa »4kJ ma I a • I an k • a a -4 a aa « 
i |i.4m Ukf 4 44 a>a ii I m i»m < t 
baa.Ul.iak I»v4.la < «. tttvit* 

4 4i»>n Uk aaKaMakiM’l 4i 

tv kabwa^ktaliuaal l i a4»l 
taknxItlnOj ktfai ’M. tlit 


ill fl ' 

f ‘8 D 


*4kaa k »4 UkV.M 

I4i ( ka»«k a Ukaklakai 4 aav4 
<a aaa 4 a' aaii a i m . 4a a fa a Walra 
ia4 k ka ai r4atli«aa a Mar 4 ak> 

4 *■ • • l-a -it -1 -« < 4 ll I-* 4 

l«falik *»lt| -a *4 b4 a*>4*»* 
i4a<*. li.a- u» hak la** |4 a | aal a I 
ana| i«aaaf (aidakata afa*|^r^y 



rwiicvft4A» 


W Ja«4 4a a-4 *€t -a **4 . aa a f a I •- 

•-*■■-..- ■ — '•! - • -• • i • - a - 

Mil lynkka^ta^tol^kaa^al a*^ 
••anfca- a aaal *< ^ • tr s J Aaa ■» 
lr»i kaa |la*a, l a . .a »i a ii|k»kllr 
IVl k -ala a I ta .tl—a*. Ii)a fa*, 


;«UU4i 4rtl^«< a| 



a JiMmI «a Wdfla .a*** a 

«-4a ailr '* !.•#» « La'.>V aaaam 


...*M >vi«a atlMkaaua»,l4ruv 
4saralk^4laiiaf> akWUki] 
ul ^autk-a l-ia -f I -* 

♦♦I ff>:aH 4 k 


liaaja Liy « U I lata aal 

%r 4*1 ra lift; 4 «V • -rrw k 14 kfln», 

vaiwil >••!, k 


njjp 

r'* 











• if tui 4*1 

r* jia aa *» 

| lvxua f 

—■ AMf> 


|k'X4l kCttllktal MI 

IlilHtol ftiAnl' 

V4 4.a a 4r a. «*aa. 


•uriuf. 






hmmi 


N 


B 


91 


Hil 




li 


UYS T UtvinilTH - ~ Mia 7 E*.»rn*.K 


ViyillKrtva- ’ H 


mr r^r 


k iLru kj «V**f. jlOl MU t, 

crrrxOraTwa.T. »!••*< 'V 

r amdi ' c i«rk Bwt ukac <Rn*)a# 


WB5I Utt.-.lf.iUK 


JiTlUf. 




wvtvi xnouvJidi 


jOTH*y, £31 c*al rf*. I iVb d^alpaL^a^y, ka 

i tinjbrdt ^Oji.ioi; Iff. oiii 

* f “iV4Lo<|id 


L4aL t4a 


Jkab^l Itvl'iivi 


K-»x.r<-rt"»4.vc<4 

I 

/>) hi C BC ci rI 1m, 

i J jiii •: . 

*aaa 

BUHV I 


vtvt iMUfinr 


kubic.-kr^ txa.| 

l^i»4<4'. a, i;a.aa aia^ak/. 

Mu II_ tat 


^TWTWVraJl^iT 


v.t«t 7?rw-.\rv,Tir 


VIST nRSOVTRSr 


\7TT>XT 4TIUW 

inaia.f 


r»VT TafaV-n Ha’ll 1 


af aOfla'l’at i 


VT.VT TaTW.'JV.T-ar 


7 Bull Street, West Bromwich, B70 8EU 
IMi (0121) 832 2700 F*» (0121) 832 2609 


HERITAGE G A R D 'E N 5 , T i f T O >1 D Y 4' s 'p'.A 

KEDRCW GAN GET TDIJ MOVING 



StnUiLiLEiLf t\T4 IMlktU. htlLOtO ±iL /iV/dLiW* &JHdL ,‘il' UtAt ,‘il' £129 

FAJlbrtktlllH' UllittUk «-4ki4rt,iairLf4 Ii*lLMd fatltk Stilt AO £l47 

A jl* f l*idli±h tlUet r~rfiril hi m Tiibmt fc-Ri -irfcrif ir £174,995 

'i.ij.iit «.n MidsitijLf^ika A SliHvlitJvw IOjDQjijvi- -i-jLij-, 2S-il J^ac-lii Ii j l 

F:i dLiitL-Hxij[t-:-u-ixati-:-jL.aL-:- l .it H-niLi^ >3-.ai-:l<ji_r jJ.4.xr4 -:.4i «r t :-:La;?: 91235 -882635 

icd law. co.uk RBDROW 

l BPKKV 

Fli^^ipl^lihlablira-xiy.Diblh nidprl-B wradit ■:■ f 3-:-kij; bo-prli±. 





































































































































































































SANDWELL & GT. BARR CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16 2010 Page 33 




by Imetors 1 


CHRONICLE 


MOTORING 


French firm will offer specially prepared competition version of the Megane to rally teams 


New Renault 
ready to rally 



Putting the Renault through its paces 


RENAULT is to 
make a rally version of 
its Megane Renault- 
sport 250 which aims 
to set new standards 
for racing on asphalt. 

The striking Renault- 
sport 250 has won 
acclaim for the quality of 
its chassis and engine 
and is now the basis for 
the N4 rally car, aimed at 
private teams and 
drivers. 

The new model draws 
on a heritage of group N 
Renaults stretching back 
over a quarter of a 
century and including 
the 5 GT Turbo, Rll 
Turbo, R21 Turbo, R19 
16V, Clio Williams and 
Clio Renaultsport. 

According to the FIA, 
which determines the 
technical regulations, 
group N is open to mass 
production cars, more 
than 2,500 identical 
units of which must be 
produced over a period of 
12 consecutive months. 


Under the bonnet, the 
performance of the 2.0- 
litre 16V turbo engine 
has been enhanced and 
puts out 265hp, with 
torque of 470 Nm. 

It is linked to a five- 
speed H-pattern 

gearbox, developed 
specifically for this 
purpose. 

On the strength of its 
experience in the field, 
Renault Sport Technolo¬ 
gies has sought to design 
an innovative, reliable 
and high-performance 
package that also takes 
on board the notion of 
cost control at every 
stage of development. 

Recognisable at first 
glance, the sporty design 
of Megane Renaultsport 
is emphasised by the 
front bumper with its 
integrated Fl-inspired 
aerodynamic blade, as 
well as the rear diffuser 
and centrally positioned 
exhaust outlet. 

Safety 



Created in 1982, group 
N is the category in 
which the cars are the 
closest to production 
models. The regulations 
permit very few limited 
modifications in order to 
keep costs down. Only 
minor modifications can 
be made to the engine, for 
example, compared to 
the production version — 
the ECU and exhaust 
line can be modified in 
accordance with strict 
rules. 

These constraints 
work to the advantage of 
the Megane Renault¬ 
sport N4, which gets the 
full benefit of the tech¬ 
nology used on the pro¬ 
duction model. The 
PerfoHub independent 
steering-axis front sus¬ 
pension design has 
allowed the engineers to 
put together a chassis 
that combines traction, 
directional stability and 
driving comfort in com¬ 
plete safety. 

The use of three-way 
adjustable shock 

absorbers also allows the 
settings to be adapted to 
all driving styles. To 
achieve perfect traction, 
the gearbox has a limited 
slip differential. 


A priority in every 
phase of design and 
development, safety is an 
essential part of all the 
production and competi¬ 
tion models developed by 
Renault Sport Technolo¬ 
gies. 

The Megane Renault¬ 
sport monocoque has 
been strengthened and 
stiffened to bring both 
active and passive safety 
close to perfection. 

The bodyshell is fitted 
with a welded roll cage, 
which complies with FIA 
regulations. Two bucket 
seats fitted with six- 
point harnesses, as well 
as an electrically-con¬ 
trolled automatic fire 
extinguisher system and 
a cut-out switch are all 
included as standard in 
the Megane Renault¬ 
sport N4 racing kit. The 
intention has been to 
make Megane Renault¬ 
sport N4 accessible to all, 
and be easy to handle 
and economical to run. 

Megane Renaultsport 
N4 is to be sold by 
Renault Sport Technolo¬ 
gies in the form of a kit 
comprising all the spe¬ 
cific parts. 

Kit prices start at 
£48,250. 


Sister vans share 
industry top prize 

THE Vauxhall Movano and its Renault Master 
sister van have shared the top prize in one of the 
industry’s top prize-givings - the What Van? 
Awards. 

The two, so closely related that the judges could 
not separate them, are jointly awarded the publica¬ 
tion’s Van of the Year title, and also take the top spot 
in the Large Panel Van of the Year category. 

What Van? editor Paul Barker said:*‘The Vauxhall 
Movano and Renault Master are excellent new addi¬ 
tions to the light commercial vehicle market and 
have proved themselves to be worthy recipients of 
the top award. 

“The increased breadth of range, including rear- 
wheel drive models for the first time, and the indus¬ 
try-leading levels of interior functionality and 
practicality in particular swayed the judges.” 

Renault also tasted success with its forthcoming 
electric Renault Kangoo ZE, which tooktheTechnol- 
ogy prize, and the customer service initiatives iCare 
and Pro-i- earned the Editor’s Choice award. Other 
category winners included the Ford Fiesta Van, Fiat 
Doblo Cargo, VW Transporter, and Mitsubishi L200, 
while the Safety prize went to Mercedes for its 
efforts to improve crash avoidance and protection in 
its light commercial vehicles. 


The bumper’s FI-style ‘blade’ 


Britannia 

Motors Ltd 


X JAGUAR iA W S-TYK A.itu. Metallic 

Print PAS EW, AC, Alloys.U7H 

» VAUXHALL AS IRA U CLUB 5-tlooi: 

PA£ EW. At. CD, Alloys.Itttt 

ft FORD MOW EO IDd lit G»A Hatch. 

Sika; FttS EW, At, Alloys.Btttt 

#4 VAUXHALL AS1RA l4CLUB5-(li: Hatch, 
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SPORT 


REO-COKER’S RETURN: 

With Nigel Reo-Coker edging closer to full 
fitness, Gerard Houllier will face a selection 
dilemma over the next couple of weeks. 

Jonathan Hogg has impressed in the last few 
matches and seems to advance his development 
with every match he plays. 

Ciaran Clark has also shown his capabilities in 
the position, while Barry Bannan’s brilliant foot¬ 
ball brain and creativity means he must play 
when fit. 


Next three games... 


WIGAN (A) DEC 18 

The feel-good factor following victory over 
Albion will evaporate if Villa struggle against a 
team fighting relegation with 17 goals conceded 
at home. 

TOTTENHAM (H) DEC 26 

A festive cracker on Boxing Day and the 
outcome will largely depend on which Villa 
turns up on the day. 

MANCHESTER CITY (A) DEC 28 

A big ask to expect anything more than a 
point from a trip to Eastland, 
although City have been far from 
prolific at home. 


Harriers duo in 
European action 


RUNNERS Phil 
Nicholls and Ryan 
McLeod, both of Tipton 
Harriers, both repre¬ 
sented Great Britain at 
the European Cross 
Country Championships, 
Alabufeira, Portugal, on 
Saturday 

Both racing the 10km 
Senior Mens race, as part 
of a six man team 
selected from the Euro¬ 
pean Trials held two 
weeks ago in Liverpool, 
both ran above expecta¬ 
tions with Nicholls 18th 
and McLeod in at 29th, 
behind nine times 
winner Sergiy Lebid, of 
the Ukraine). 


First Briton home was 
another Midlands-based 
athlete, Tom Humphries 
of Cannock and Stafford 
AC in 15th. 

In the team event the 
GB senior men finished 
fifth. 

Phil Nicholls is a PE 
Teacher based at Coseley 
High School and lives in 
Perton. Ryan McLeod is 
currently a student at 
Loughborough Univer¬ 
sity. 

Nicholls and McLeod 
will be racing with Tipton 
Harriers this winter and 
are aiming for national 
titles to celebrate the 
Harriers’ centenary year. 



Cricket coach Salma Bi 


Focus on Asian 
sporting success 

BIRMINGHAM professional cricket coach Salma 
Bi is encouraging other British Asian sportsmen and 
women stars to come forward and nominate them¬ 
selves or people they know for the 10th Annual 
British Asian Sports Awards (BASA), following her 
Outstanding Achievement Award earlier this year. 

The awards will be presented at a star-studded 
ceremony on March 5, 2011, at the Grosvenor House 
Hotel, London. 

The event will mark a decade of British Asian 
sporting success, with some of the biggest names in 
the sporting world coming together under one roof to 
honour a new generation of sports stars. 

Midland’s cricket coach and last year’s winner, 
Salma said: “Winning the Outstanding Achieve¬ 
ment Award was an incredible feeling and gave me 
great confidence and desire to continue coaching 
cricket. BASA gives you a platform to be celebrated 
— it made me feel like what I’m doing matters and 
that is why I would encourage other British Asians 
who often go unrecognised to change this and nomi¬ 
nate themselves or people who deserve this acco¬ 
lade.” 

Nominations for the 10th annual British Asian 
Sports Awards are now open with clubs, coaches, 
families and friends being encouraged to visit 
www.basauk.tv to nominate. The award categories 
open for public nominations include: Junior 
Sports Personality of the Year (under 15); Young 
Sports Personality of the Year Male (under 18); 
Young Sports Personality of the Year Female (under 
18); Most Up and Coming Sports Personality of the 
Year; Outstanding Achievement; Coach of the 

Year; BASA Sports Personality of the Year. 

Boxer 

Multi-BASA award-winning boxer,Amir Khan 
said: “The fact that the awards will celebrate a 
decade is indicative of the great progress that the 
Asian community has made in encouraging young 
people to become more active and take up sport as a 
serious profession. It’s so important to provide a 
sense of achievement and a platform for the next 
generation of sports stars, so that we can continue to 
create more inspirational role models, male and 
female, across every sport.” 


It’s time 
to move 
on after 
vital win 


AFTER his toughest 
week at Villa, Gerard 
Houllier got the bit of 
luck he needed - even if 
the victory was not com¬ 
pletely deserved. 

Four straight defeats and 
hovering two points above the 
Premier League relegation 
zone had seen this game placed 
in the ‘must-win’ category and 
Villa duly delivered the three 
points. Just. 

The build-up had been domi¬ 
nated by the furore that devel¬ 
oped following Houllier’s 
post-match comments after the 
defeat to former club Liverpool. 

Praise must therefore go to 
the Villa fans who showed yet 
again why they are a class act. 

Despite attempts in some 
quarters to stir up anti-Houl- 
lier feelings, the boos, whistles 
and catcalls predicted never 
materialised and the Holte End 
threw its weight behind the 
team. 

It may be a while yet before 
Houllier is completely accepted 
by Villa fans as one of their own, 
but the way to the hearts of sup¬ 
porters is through perform¬ 
ances and results on the pitch, 
not platitudes. 

Whatever the Frenchman 
may, or may not, have meant to 
say a week ago about the defeat 
to Liverpool, it is now chip 
paper and it is time for every¬ 
one to move on. 

It was an embarrassing inci¬ 
dent for all concerned but if 
things go according to plan, it 
will be a footnote at the end of 
the season review rather than 
an entire chapter. 

This victory will now bring 
closure to the matter and sup¬ 
porters and management alike 
can get back to discussing what 
happens on the pitch. 

Houllier will be indebted to 
Marc Albrighton for helping to 
secure the vital three points 
with the kind of eye-catching 
performance that will have left 
fans drooling. 

The young winger terrorised 
Albion’s defence with his mazy 
dribbles and looked comfort¬ 
able on either flank as he inter¬ 
changed with Stewart 
Downing. Albrighton had a 
trial with Albion as a child but 
was rejected before he signed 
for Villa at the age of eight. So it 
must have given him an extra 
sense of satisfaction to provide 


□ 


VILLA 2 
ALBION 1 


the assists for two of Villa’s 
goals. 

The first, in particular, was a 
gem as the 21-year-old picked 
the pocket of Graham Dorrans 
and nutmegged Marek Cech 
before picking out Downing at 
the back post. 

But what was perhaps most 
impressive about Albrighton’s 
performance was his work-rate 
in front of Eric Lichaj, whose 
job on his Premier League 
debut was made infinitely 
easier by the winger’s tracking 
back. 

Houllier had also been at 
pains to stress the importance 
of Emile Heskey to Villa’s plans 
and the powerful striker 
showed just why. 

He ran himself into the 
ground, held the ball up well 
and provided a strong physical 
presence at the apex of Villa’s 
attack. 

Heskey helped to take the 
strain off Villa’s young central 
midfielders, who had often 
found themselves quickly 
under pressure when the ball 
was lost in attack in previous 
games. 

After inevitably fluffing a few 
chances because of his lack of 
match sharpness, Heskey also 
managed to get his name on the 
scoresheet. 

Header 

The goal was the icing on the 
cake for the 32-year-old 
forward who seemed shocked 
and surprised after he had 
cushioned a gentle header from 
Albrighton’s cross into the net. 

Houllier certainly seems to 
be able to coax the best out of 
former England man Heskey 
and next week’s encounter at 
his former club Wigan will 
hopefully see the striker deliver 
a similar performance. 

It will be interesting to see 
how Houllier now accommo¬ 
dates Gabby Agbonlahor, who 
missed Saturday’s game 
through illness, into his plans 
for Wigan with Ashley Young 
impressing just behind Heskey. 

With the kind of form 
Albrighton and Downing are 
producing down the flanks they 
also both seem undroppable at 


the moment, Indeed, Young 
thrived on the space and time 
he was given in what was effec¬ 
tively a free role behind Heskey 
operating in the areas between 
Albion’s defence and midfield. 

He struggled in the position 
in away matches against Birm¬ 
ingham and Liverpool, but in 
the home comfort of Villa Park 
he justified Houllier’s persist¬ 
ence with the idea. 

Young is a clearly a quick 
learner and whereas in previ¬ 
ous weeks he immediately tried 
to turn his man upon receiving 
the ball, he kept it simple. He 
showed a greater awareness of 
events unfolding around and 
him and was able to bring team¬ 
mates into play rather than 
squandering possession by 
attempting to beat his man 
every time. The 25-year-old 
England international also 
peeled out wide on several occa¬ 
sions pulling defenders out of 
position and combining well 
with Albrighton and Downing 
on both flanks. 

Handing Young the captain’s 
armband was also a master¬ 
stroke by Houllier in terms of 
getting the best out of the 
player and may go some way 
towards showing him how 
important he is to the club as 
the January transfer window 
creaks open. 

You get the impression with 
Young that he is the kind of 
person who needs to feel 
wanted. H needs an arm round 
the shoulder. 

Young’s ongoing reluctance to 
sign a new contract for Villa 
will be a worry for the manage¬ 
ment and fans alike, but if both 
can convince him the club can 
match his ambitions he may 
well want to hang round 
despite the reported interest 
from Liverpool. 

But despite the positive reac¬ 
tion and the confidence this 
result will bring, Villa are far 
from out of the woods just yet. 

There is still plenty of work to 
be done on the training ground, 
particularly on defending from 
set-pieces, as Albion looked like 
scoring every time they won a 
corner or free-kick within range 
of the Villa box. If they fail to 
turn up against Wigan on Sat¬ 
urday, then a lot of this will 
have counted for little and 
Houllier may well find himself 
back in the spotlight for all the 
wrong reasons. All over again. 


Petrov targets Villa return for derby 



Return - Stiliyan Petrov 


STILIYAN Petrov has tar¬ 
geted a return to Villa’s starting 
line-up in time for the trip to St 
Andrew’s on January 16. 

The 31-year-old captain has been 
on the sidelines for two months after 
suffering a knee injury in the 1-0 
defeat at Sunderland on October 23. 
The Bulgarian midfielder has 
stepped up his rehabilitation and is 
confident of making a return to full 
training before the end of the year. 

“It has been a painful experience 
for me,” said Petrov. “Throughout 
my career, I’ve not missed too many 
games through injury and this is not 
something I’ve enjoyed. 

“I just have to be patient for a little 
longer but my knee is now well and 
truly on the mend. 

“I’ve really stepped up my work- 


rate and I’m looking to be back in 
training within the next couple of 
weeks. Then I aim to be pushing for 
a recall within 10 days, or maybe a 
couple of weeks of returning to train¬ 
ing. With a bit of luck, I will be back 
for the derby away to Birmingham 
in mid-January.” 

Morale 

Petrov insisted morale is fine in 
the Villa dressing room, despite 
recent speculation. “They say you 
should always look forward in foot¬ 
ball - and that’s what everyone in 
the Villa dressing room is doing 
right now,” added Petrov. 

“Results before West Brom (on 
Saturday) have been disappointing 
but I can assure you the mood in the 
camp is still good.” 



Very welcome return - Emile Heskey helped to take the strain off Villa’s young 
central midfielders 


Brad plays down bust-up 


VILLA goalkeeper Brad 
Friedel has played down 
talk of a training ground 
bust-up between manager 
Gerard Houllier and 
defender Richard Dunne. 

Reports surfaced follow¬ 
ing Villa’s win over Albion 
that Dunne had been axed 
from the starting line-up 
because of an incident at 
Bodymoor Heath with 
Houllier and assistant 
boss Gary McAllister. 

But Friedel insisted 
anything which might 
have occurred has been 
blown out of all propor¬ 
tion. 

“I never saw a proper 


bust up at all, although I 
know he (Dunne) was left 
out of the team on Satur¬ 
day,” said Friedel. “As far 
as a bust-up, I read in a 
national paper that it was 
in front of all the players 
and left all the players 
astonished. But I never 
saw that. We had a couple 
of meetings, some with the 
staff and some without the 
staff. But it’s not time to 
do a lot of talking among 
people in a negative 
manner. It’s time for the 
players to go out on the 
field and get results. 

“Thankfully we did that 
on Saturday and hopefully 


can do it again this Satur¬ 
day against Wigan.” 

The 39-year-old Ameri¬ 
can hopes the win over 
Albion signals an upturn 
in form as more players 
return from injury and 
Houllier prepares to add 
to the squad during the 
January transfer window. 

“We needed that win 
over West Brom, we’ve 
been in a very poor run of 
form,” added Friedel. “We 
haven’t been playing 
poorly but didn’t get the 
results so Saturday, espe¬ 
cially as it was a derby, 
was a must-win game for 
us.” 


| SPEEDWAY 

Heathens take on 
American tourists at 
Monmore in April’s 
season curtain-raiser 


DUDLEY Heathens are offer¬ 
ing fans cut-price season tickets 
in time for Christmas. 

The club, who are aiming to stage 
a minimum of 12 home meetings 
next season - possibly up to 16 - 
have announced adult prices of 
£110 and concessions of £60 if 
ordered and paid for by December 
31. 

As from January 1, prices will be £120 
adults and £70 concessions. 

Club chairman Nigel Pearson said: 
“We believe these prices represent excel¬ 
lent value for money and they are a great 
idea for a Christmas present for any 
Heathens fan. 

Full details and facilities to buy online 
are available at the website www.dud- 
leyheathens.co/admission.php. Admis¬ 
sion prices for the new season have also 
been set at £10 adults (the same as last 
season), £6 concessions and £2 children. 

Revenge 

The former Cradley club can also 
confirm their opening night for the 2011 
season is on Tuesday, April 12, at 
Monmore Green against the USA 
touring team. 


It represents a revenge chance for the 
Heathens after they were beaten by the 
Americans on the historic opening night 
last season. 

Meanwhile, Heathens have unveiled 
hot teenage prospect Ashley Morris as 
their first signing for the 2011 season. 

The Wolverhampton-based youngster 
made a good impression with club bosses 
last season and he is also likely to 
double-up with a Premier League club to 
continue his development. 

Heathens bosses have also confirmed 
they are set to hold talks with 2010 rider 
of the year Tom Perry within the next 
week. 

Morris admits it will be a hectic 
season for him as he prepares to race in 
two leagues. 

He said: ‘My plan is to be doing both 
leagues again next year from the start of 
the season, and I want it to be a big year 
for me and the team. 

“Right now I’m getting the bikes 
ready, then I’ll have a bit of a break when 
everything’s ready and I’ll get some time 
to relax because it’s going to be a very 
hectic year in 2011. 

“The longer I stay off the bike the more 
eager I will be to get back on it at the 
start of the season!” 
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Jerome Thomas 
attempts to faze 
the Villans with 
fancy footwork 
but it was to no 
avail as Villa 
maintained their 
quarter century 
domination over- 
their near neigh¬ 
bours 




WEST BROMWICH 

ALBION 



Jonathan Hogg and Marc Antoine-Fortune go head to head for the ball 



The Sandwell Chronicle, a Midland News Asso¬ 
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Heskey and Brunt 
battle for possession 
during the derby 
clash at Villa Park 


Derby day dismay 
for battling Albion 


ROBERTO Di Matteo 
was threatening to make 
Premier League manage¬ 
ment look easy. 

But he discovered again on 
Saturday that some things 
remain next to impossible for an 
Albion boss. Beating Stoke is one. 
Defeating Villa is another - and 
the Baggies’ search for a derby 
win over their nearest neigh¬ 
bours is now guaranteed to 
stretch into a 26th year. 

Vanquishing the Villans 
remains the Hawthorns 
manager’s office equivalent of 
walking on water. And, in a 
season already stacked full of 
minor miracles, victory at Villa 
proved one trick too far for 
Albion’s impressive young gaffer. 

Saturday was a good day for 
Carl Valentine. As he watched 
scores trickle in at his home in 
Vancouver, the former Canada 
striker knew his unique place in 
Hawthorns history would remain 
intact for at least four more 
months. He is still the last 
Baggies player to score a winning 
goal against the nuisance neigh¬ 
bours from the big city. After the 
strangest of derby-day matches 
left them beaten once more, 
Albion’s supporters must wonder 
whether Valentine’s place in folk¬ 
lore is secure for another quarter 
of a century. 

The Baggies had not had a 
better chance to end the hoodoo 
for many-a-year. And, for a chunk 
of Saturday’s action, it appeared 
that Di Matteo’s side were the 
ones to break the curse. 

As 16 previous Albion teams 
found, however, the Villans have 
long since ceased to be normal 
opponents. Just like when they 
face the other nemesis, the one 



from the Potteries, strange 
things happen when Albion meet 
Villa and simply playing well is 
not enough to banish the hex. 

Despite a hugely impressive 
first-half display at Villa Park, Di 
Matteo’s side could not find the 
special ingredient needed to turn 
possession and pressure into 
points. 

Defeat at Villa Park was hardly 
a new experience for the travel¬ 
ling supporters, yet this latest 
disappointment must have hurt a 
more than some of the others. 
Because, for the first time in a 
generation, Baggies fans made 
the short trip knowing they had a 
genuine chance of winning. Their 
best beginning to a Premier 
League season, allied to Villa’s 
most troubled start in years, 
meant Di Matteo and Co arrived 
in claret and blue territory 
regarded by some as favourites. 

The afternoon had a familiar 
flat ending for the visitors but not 
before they went a long way to 
justifying the pre-match opti¬ 
mism among their followers. 

For half-an-hour Albion were 
the dominant force in what was, 
until half-time, a cracking West 
Midlands derby. They moved the 
ball with more precision than 
their hosts, attacked with more 
pace and invention and moved 
around with a confidence that 
bordered on a swagger. 

The Baggies were brimming 
with belief while Villa’s mental 
state looked so fragile that one 
goal for Di Matteo’s side might 
have killed them off. 

It so nearly arrived when jack- 


in-the-box winger Somen Tchoyi 
rattled the crossbar after some 
trademark footwork that opened 
up a shooting chance, while Chris 
Brunt and Marc-Antoine 
Fortune also went close. Yet, in 
truth, the absence of injured 
spearhead Peter Odemwingie 
blunted the Baggies when they 
got within range of the Villa goal. 

And the hosts’ opener from 
Stewart Downing appeared to 
trigger a surprising loss of convic¬ 
tion in Di Matteo’s men. 

So much so that they largely 
failed to get started in the second 
half until Emile Heskey’s close- 
range header doubled the Villa 
lead and effectively put the 
match out of Albion’s reach. 

Wasteful 

James Morrison’s wasteful 
shot wide just before Heskey’s 
goal was the only chance for the 
Baggies until Paul Scharner 
headed his second goal in three 
matches from a Brunt corner in 
the final minute. 

Jerome Thomas might have 
rescued a point in stoppage time 
but his shot from a tight angle 
drifted over, meaning that so 
much early promise gave way to a 
depressingly familiar derby-day 
ending for the Baggies. 

The fact that another defeat to 
the Villans had a minimal effect 
on the wave of pre-Christmas 
optimism around The Hawthorns 
says much for the magical trip 
that Baggies fans have taken this 
term. The occasion bump in the 
road will not stop them enjoying 
their special journey. 

A second tilt at Villa comes in 
April but for now they remain one 
obstacle that even Di Matteo 
cannot overcome. 

Villa perspective - see page 39 


TALKING POINT 


THE ODEMWINGIE FACTOR: 

Jeremy Peace is famously suspicious of 
the January transfer market, making 
any wholesale mid-season business 
highly unlikely when the window 
opens. 

But Roberto Di Matteo would 
undoubtedly be grateful if his chair¬ 
man could find him the funds for a 
forward next month. Saturday offered 
further evidence that the Baggies 
cannot properly replace Peter 
Odemwingie from within their current 
squad and, with the Nigeria interna¬ 
tional apparently a little injury-prone, 
that could be a concern. 

Marc-Antoine Fortune is willing but 
limited, Ishmael Miller still relatively 
inexperienced and Simon Cox not a 
natural lone forward. That means 
Albion are simply not the same side 
without Odemwingie. 


Next three games... 


WOLVES (H) DEC *19 

As if it wasn’t big enough already, 
Saturday’s defeat made the first top¬ 
flight Black Country derby in 26 years 
even more important for Albion. 

BOLTON (A) DEC 26 

The Baggies reach the halfway point 
of the Premier League season with a 
tough-looking festive trip to the 
Reebok Stadium to face an impressive 
Trotters side. 

BLACKBURN (H)DEC 28 

The arrival of Rovers, who this week 
sacked Dudley-born manager Sam 
Allardyce, ato The Hawthorns for the 
final match of 2010 should ensure the 
year ends with a real contrast of foot¬ 
balling styles. 


Show faith in 
Fortune, says 
Baggies hero 


Wolves - it’s just another 
match for us, says Carson 


HAWTHORNS hero 
Darren Moore today leapt to 
the defence of under-fire 
Albion striker Marc-Antoine 
Fortune as he prepared for a 
potential Black Country 
derby debut. 

Moore insisted Fortune can 
make an impact on Sunday’s 
showdown with Wolves - and on 
the Baggies’ bid for Premier 
League survival. 

Fortune has attracted criti¬ 
cism from sections of the Albion 
support for some underwhelming 
displays in place of the injured 
Peter Odemwingie, who is again 
fighting to be fit for Sunday’s 
high noon showdown. 

But ‘Big Dave’ said: “I’ve heard 
this claim that Albion can’t cope 
without Peter Odemwingie but 
I’m not having that for one 
minute. 

“I’ve watched them both play 
and I believe that when Fortune 
is at the top of his game he can be 
a right handful for defenders in 
the Premier League. 

“He is big, strong and reason¬ 
ably quick and he has good move¬ 
ment and can hold the ball up 
really well. 

“For me he is a really good 
player who can do a great job. 

“But sometimes, when players 
are used to having a certain 
striker in the team and he is sud¬ 


denly out, they maybe don’t play 
to his replacement’s strengths 
straight away. 

“Fortune is a different type of 
player and he possibly needs a 
different type of service but I 
honestly believe he can do a good 
job for Albion.” 

“If Odemwingie is missing 
there is no point either fans or 
players thinking ‘he’s out, so 
we’re not the same team’. No 
way.” 

Deputise 

Fortune is in line to deputise 
again in Sunday’s eagerly- 
awaited Hawthorns clash if 
Nigerian international 

Odemwingie fails to recover in 
time from a groin injury. 

Odemwingie, who is also still 
suffering from ongoing knee 
problems, missed Saturday’s 
defeat at Villa and is touch and 
go for the Baggies’ second derby 
in nine days. 

Boss Roberto Di Matteo has 
confirmed he wants a new striker 
in January and winger Chris 
Brunt believes the players would 
welcome reinforcements. 

“I’m sure the gaffer would like 
to freshen things up in January, 
like he did last season,” said 
Brunt. 

“A couple of fresh faces kicked 
us on last January. The same 
applies to every club.” 


SKIPPER Scott Carson has 
told his team-mates to play the 
match and not the occasion in 
Sunday’s Black Country show¬ 
down with Wolves. 

Goalkeeper Carson insisted the 
Baggies will not alter their 
approach for the first top-flight 
meeting between the sides in 26 
years. And he has insisted Roberto 
Di Matteo’s men are ready to 
bounce back from Saturday’s 
defeat at Villa. 

“I think we were the best side on Sat¬ 
urday,” said the former Villa loanee. “It 
is a massive injustice that we never got 
anything out of the game. 

“Now it’s Wolves but we are not 
really fussed what sort of matches 
they are. We just need to keep picking 
up the points. “The British players 
know how big it is but we are not going 
to go into it any different and not put 
any added pressure on our shoulders. 


been doing and hope that will be good 
enough.” 

Admitted 

Meanwhile, Carson insisted the 
Baggies squad will stick together after 
Graham Dorrans admitted he was to 
blame for Villa’s crucial opening goal. 

“Everyone has been liable for a 
couple of mistakes this season and no- 
one is going to point the finger at 
anyone,” he said. “I think the ball got 
thrown to him and he had someone 
right up behind him and they took the 
haH. 

“But it is a team and a squad. We all 
stick together and look forward to 
Sunday.” 

Meanwhile, Young Albion goal¬ 
keeper Luke Daniels has extended his 
loan at Rochdale for another seven 
days. 

The 22-year-old is at the League 
One club because of injuries to recog¬ 
nised keepers Josh Lillis and Matty 
Edwards and played in Saturday’s 2-1 


We will go into it the same as we have defeat at Peterborough. 

Barnett to join the Canaries 


LEON Barnett is 
poised to convert his 
loan spell at Norwich 
into a permanent 
move when the 
January transfer 
window opens. 

The 6ft 2in centre-half 
moved to Carrow Road in 
August and the two clubs 
have agreed in principle 
a deal, for an undisclosed 
fee, which will see 
Barnett join City on a 
three-and-a-half-year 
contract. 


He joined Albion from 
Luton for an initial 
£2.5million fee in July 
2007 and his Hawthorns 
contract is set to expire in 
June. 

The 25-year-old 

defender's most produc¬ 
tive season at the club 
was his first, when he 
made 36 appearances as 
the Baggies won the 
Championship title. 

First-team chances 
have been harder to come 
by over the past two-and- 
a-half years and his time 


at Norwich is his second 
spell out on loan, having 
spent the final six 
months of last term at 
Coventry. 

However, Barnett has 
enjoyed a successful 
period with the Canaries, 
earning his proposed per¬ 
manent move by helping 
the newly-promoted club 
soar up to fourth in the 
Championship table. 

In total, Barnett made 
56 appearances for 
Albion, scoring three 
times. 




























